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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing appoi ntnment of a special conmittee to study rights of
Nati ve Americans indigenous to this Comonweal th.

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th was historically the honel and of
di verse groups; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th has a duty and responsibility to
foster the awareness, understandi ng and appreciation of the many
and varied contributions to the quality of life made by its
di verse ethnic communities, including Native Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, It is in the public interest for the Commonweal t h
and its citizens to identify, conserve and perpetuate the
di verse cultural and ethnic heritage of this Conmonwealth and to
pronot e greater awareness and understanding for the education,
inspiration and the general public welfare of all the people,
i ncludi ng future generations; and

WHEREAS, It is in the shared interest of the Commonweal th and
groups in Pennsylvania to avoid m srepresentation of Native

American identity, culture and heritage; and



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, It is in the shared interest of the Conmmonweal th and
groups in this Comopnweal th to recogni ze groups indigenous to
Pennsyl vani a and certify Native Anerican organi zations; and

WHEREAS, Recognition will enable the Conmonweal th to provide
access to Federal prograns to eligible groups; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That a Special Commttee on Recognition of Native
Ameri cans in Pennsylvani a be established, consisting of four
representatives appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and three representatives appoi nted by the
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee conduct a study of recognition
of the rights of Native Anerican tribes, bands, groups and
cl ans, who are indigenous to this Conmonweal th, who have been
identified as Native Anerican frombefore 1790 until the present
and who have been part of a continuous Native Anerican comunity
frombefore 1790 until the present; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee study historical docunentation
on | ong-standing rel ati onships of the group with the governnent
of the Conmmonwealth or the United States based on identification
of the group or the group's nmenbers as Native Anerican,
docunent ati on on repeated dealings of the group with a county or
ot her local governnent in a relationship based on the
identification of the group or group's nmenbers as Native
Ameri cans, docunentation on repeated dealings of the group with
other federally or State recognized groups or national Native
Ameri can organi zations in a relationship based on identification
of the group as Native American, docunentation on identification
of the group as Native American by scholars, docunentation on

repeated identification of the group or group's nenbers as
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Native American in official and unofficial records and
docunentation identifying the nane of the group or other term
recogni zing the group as Native Anerican with an approxi mate
location in this Commonweal th from before 1790 until the
present; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee study historical docunentation
of menbership criteria of the group which address nenbership
procedures adopted by the group and of a list of all individuals
i ncluded on the group's current and previous rolls and the
county in which each resides; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee study other evidence, including
affidavits fromfederally or State recognized tribal el ders,
tribal leaders or tribal officials; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee make every effort to protect the
privacy of individuals; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee be enpowered to hold hearings,
take testinony and nake its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary in this Cormonweal th and that each nenber of the
comm ttee have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to
W t nesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee be enpowered to i ssue subpoenas
under the hand and seal of its chairperson commandi hg any person
to appear before the conmttee and to answer questions touching
matters properly being inquired into by the commttee and to
produce records and docunents the commttee deens necessary; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That subpoenas be able to be served upon any person
and have the sanme effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts
of this Commonweal th and that any person who willfully neglects

or refuses to testify before the coormittee or to produce records
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or docunents be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of
this Cormonweal th in such case; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee make a report to the House of
Represent ati ves maki ng recomendati ons on | egislation
recogni zing the status and rights of Native Anericans in this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the expenses incurred by the conmttee in
carrying out its responsibilities, including per diemand travel
expenses incurred by nenbers and regular staff, stenographic
charges and ot her incidental expenses, be paid from appropriate
accounts under the control of the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives and be in addition to any other anount
aut hori zed for expenses for contractors, consultants and staff;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the chairperson make a nonthly report of al
expenses incurred by the conmttee to each nenber of the
committee and to the Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader of
t he House of Representatives and, within 30 cal endar days after
the commttee has made its report or the nmandate of the
commttee has expired, cause a record of all expenses incurred
by the conmittee, or the nenbers thereof, which are payabl e at
Commonweal th expense to be filed with the Chief Cerk of the

House of Representatives.
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