PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 4089 PRINTER S NO. 4722

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2714 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SEMMVEL, WEBER, DALLY, MANN, HARHART, TI GUE
ARGALL, ARMSTRONG BARRAR, DALEY, DENLI NCER, GOCDNVAN, HARPER
HERSHEY, HESS, KILLION, R MLLER PAYNE, E. Z. TAYLOR AND
J. TAYLOR, JUNE 16, 2004

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 15, 2004

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 14, 1949 (P.L.482, No.98), entitled,
as anmended, "An act authorizing and requiring cities,
bor oughs, townshi ps, rmunicipal authorities and public utility
conpani es engaged in the supplying of water, to shut off the
supply of water for nonpaynent of sewer, sewerage, or sewage
treatment rentals, rates, or charges inposed by nunicipa
authorities organized by counties of the second class, by
cities of the second class, by cities of the second class A,
by cities of the third class, by boroughs or by townships of
the first or second class; authorizing and requiring themto
supply to such authorities lists of nmetered water readings
and flat-rate water bills and other data; authorizing themto
act as billing and collecting agents for such authorities;
and conferring certain powers upon the Pennsyl vania Public
Utility Comm ssion in connection therewith,” further
providing for shutting off water if sewer charge not paid and
noti ce and statenent of defense; AND REQUI RI NG CERTAI N
PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED | N RESI DENTI AL BUI LDI NGS

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of April 14, 1949 (P.L.482,
No.98), entitled, as anended, "An act authorizing and requiring
cities, boroughs, townships, nunicipal authorities and public

utility conpani es engaged in the supplying of water, to shut off
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the supply of water for nonpaynent of sewer, sewerage, or sewage
treatment rentals, rates, or charges inposed by nunicipa
authorities organized by counties of the second class, by cities
of the second class, by cities of the second class A by cities
of the third class, by boroughs or by townships of the first or
second cl ass; authorizing and requiring themto supply to such
authorities lists of netered water readings and flat-rate water
bills and other data; authorizing themto act as billing and
col l ecting agents for such authorities; and conferring certain
powers upon the Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssion in
connection therewith," anmended Septenber 28, 1978 (P.L.827,
No. 162), is anended to read:

Section 1. [If] (A EXCEPT AS PROVI DED FOR I N SUBSECTI ON <—

(B), IF the owner or occupant of prem ses served by any water
utility, as hereinafter defined, shall neglect or fail to pay,
for a period of thirty (30) days fromthe due date thereof, any
rental, rate or charge for sewer, sewerage, or sewage treatnent
service inposed by any nunicipality or nmunicipal authority
[organi zed by any county of the second class, by any city of the
second class, by any city of the second class A by any city of
the third class, by any borough or by any township of the first
or second class], such water utility is hereby authorized and
required, at the request and direction of the municipality or of
such authority, or of the city, borough, or township to which
the authority shall have assigned its claimor lien for such
service, to shut off the supply of water to such preni ses unti
all such overdue rentals, rates and charges, together with any
penalties and interest thereon, shall be paid. If such authority
or such city, borough, or township shall also supply water to

any premses, it is hereby authorized to shut off the supply of
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water to such prenmises, as herein set forth. If the rental rate
or charge for sewer, sewerage or sewage treatnent service is

i nposed by a municipality as | essee of an authority [organi zed
as aforesaid] and the said | essee shall also supply water to
such prem ses, then such municipality is hereby authorized to
shut off the supply of water to such prem ses as herein set
forth without prior request fromsaid authority or w thout prior
assignment of its claimor lien for such services. In no case
shall the water supply be shut off to any prem ses until ten
days after witten notice of an intention so to do has been
mai l ed to the person liable for paynent of the rentals and

charges, AS WELL AS THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY OR PROPERTY <—

MANAGER, and in addition thereto, there has been posted a
witten notice at a main entrance to the prem ses. |If during
such ten day period, the person |iable for the paynent of the
rentals and charges delivers to the water utility authority or
muni ci pal ity supplying water to the premses a witten

statement, under oath or affirmation, stating that he has a just
defense to the claim or part of it, for such rentals or

charges, then the water supply shall not be shut off until claim
has been judicially determ ned. The statenment shall al so contain
a declaration under oath or affirmation that it was not executed
for the purpose of del ay.

Not hi ng contained in this section shall authorize any
authority or any privately owned sewer or water conpany to shut
of f or deny water service to any | essee of a property because a
previous | essee failed to pay either the water or sewer service

rate, rental or charge.

(B) PRIOR TO DI SCONTI NUI NG SERVI CE TO TENANTS IN A <—

RESI DENTI AL _BUI LDI NG AS DEFINED I N THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 26, 1978
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(P.L.1255, NO.299), KNOMWN AS THE "UTILITY SERVI CE TENANTS RI GHTS

ACT," THE WATER UTILITY SHALL COVPLY WTH ALL PROVI SI ONS OF THE

1
2
3 "UTILITY SERVI CE TENANTS RI GHTS ACT."
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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