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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2574 %55

| NTRODUCED BY TRUE, HI CKERNELL, STURLA, ARMSTRONG BAKER,
BALDW N, BEBKGO- JONES, BROWNE, CAPPELLI, CRAHALLA, DeWEESE,
FAI RCH LD, FRANKEL, GEORGE, HERSHEY, MANDERI NO, S. M LLER
PAYNE, SCAVELLO, E. Z. TAYLOR, VANCE, WATSON AND VEBER
APRI L 14, 2004

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 14, 2004

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for records and docunents to be
open to public inspection; proviso, for absentee el ectors
files and lists, and for public records.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 202 and 308 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, are
amended to read:

Section 202. Records and Docunents to Be OQpen to Public
I nspection.--The records of the Secretary of the Commonweal t h
and all returns, nom nation petitions, certificates and papers,

ot her petitions, accounts, contracts, reports and ot her
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docunents and records in his custody shall be open to public

i nspection, and may be inspected and copied by any qualified

el ector of the State during ordinary business hours at any tine
when they are not necessarily being used by the Secretary of the
Commonweal th, or his deputy or enployes having duties to perform
in reference thereto: Provided, however, That such public

i nspection thereof shall only be in the presence of the
Secretary of the Commonweal th, or his deputy or one of his

aut hori zed enpl oyes, and shall be subject to proper regulation
for saf ekeeping of the records and docunents, and subject to the

further provisions of this act. Neither the nanme nor address of

a programparticipant in the Address Confidentiality Program

under 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 67 (relating to donestic violence victim

address confidentiality) shall be included in any |ist of

regi stered voters available to the public.

Section 308. Records and Docunents to Be Qpen to Public
I nspection; Proviso.--The records of each county board of
el ections, general and duplicate returns, tally papers,
affidavits of voters and others, nom nation petitions,
certificates and papers, other petitions, appeals, wtness
lists, accounts, contracts, reports and other docunents and
records in its custody, except the contents of ball ot boxes and
voti ng machi nes and records of assisted voters, shall be open to
public inspection, except as herein provided, and may be
i nspected and copi ed by any qualified elector of the county
during ordinary business hours, at any tine when they are not
necessarily being used by the board, or its enployes having
duties to performthereto: Provided, however, That such public
i nspection thereof shall only be in the presence of a nenber or

aut hori zed enpl oye of the county board, and shall be subject to
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proper regul ation for safekeeping of the records and docunents,
and subject to the further provisions of this act: And provided
further, That general and duplicate returns, tally papers,
affidavits of voters and others, and all other papers required
to be returned by the election officers to the county board

seal ed, shall be open to public inspection only after the county
board shall, in the course of the conputation and canvassi ng of
t he returns, have broken such seals and finished, for the tine,
their use of said papers in connection with such conmputation and

canvassing. Neither the nanme nor address of a program

partici pant in the Address Confidentiality Program under 23

Pa.C.S. Ch. 67 (relating to donestic violence victimaddress

confidentiality) shall be included in any |list of reqi stered

voters available to the public.

Section 2. Section 1302.3 of the act, anmended Decenber 11,
1968 (P.L.1183, No.375), is anended to read:

Section 1302.3. Absentee Electors Files and Lists.--(a) The
county board of elections shall maintain at its office a file
containing the duplicate absentee voter's tenporary registration
cards of every registered elector to whom an absentee bal |l ot has
been sent. Such duplicate absentee voter's tenporary
regi stration cards shall be filed by election districts and
wi thin each election district in exact al phabetical order and
i ndexed. The registration cards so filed shall constitute the
Regi stered Absentee Voters File for the Primary or El ection of
(date of primary or election) and shall be kept on file for a
period conmencing the Tuesday prior to the day of the primary or
el ection until the day following the primary or election or the
day the county board of elections certifies the returns of the

primary or election, whichever date is later. Such file shall be
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open to public inspection at all times subject to reasonabl e

saf equards, rules and regul ations. Neither the nane nor address

of a programparticipant in the Address Confidentiality Program

under 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 67 (relating to donestic violence victim

address confidentiality) shall be included in any |ist of

regi stered voters available to the public.

(b) The county board of elections shall post in a conspicuous
public place at its office a master list arranged in
al phabetical order by election districts setting forth the nane
and residence, and at prinmaries, the party enrollnment, of (1)
every mlitary elector to whom an absentee ballot is being sent,
each such nane to be prefixed with an "M'; (2) every bedridden
or hospitalized veteran outside the county of his residence who
is not registered and to whom an absentee ballot is being sent,
each such nane to be prefixed with a "V'; and (3) every
regi stered elector who has filed his application for an absentee
ballot too late for the extraction of his original registration
card and to whoma ballot is being sent and every qualified
el ector who has filed his application for an absentee ball ot and
is entitled, under provisions of the Permanent Registration Law
as now or hereinafter enacted by the CGeneral Assenbly, to
absentee registration prior to or concurrently with the tinme of
voting, each such nane to be prefixed with a "C." This |ist
shall be known as the Mlitary, Veterans and Enmergency CGCivilians
Absentee Voters File for the Primary or El ection of (date of
primary or election) and shall be posted for a period comrenci ng
the Tuesday prior to the day of the primary or election until
the day following the primary or election or the day on which
the county board of elections certifies the returns of the

primary or election, whichever date is later. Such file shall be
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open to public inspection at all times subject to reasonabl e

saf equards, rules and regul ations. Neither the nane nor address

of a programparticipant in the Address Confidentiality Program

under 23 Pa.C.S. Ch.67 (relating to donestic violence victim

address confidentiality) shall be included in any |ist of

regi stered voters available to the public. This posted I|i st
shall not contain any mlitary address or references to any
mlitary organi zation. Upon witten request, the county board
shall furnish a copy of such list to any candi date or party
county chairman.

(c) Not less than five days preceding the election, the chief
clerk shall prepare a list for each election district show ng
t he nanes and post office addresses of all voting residents
t hereof to whomofficial absentee ballots shall have been
i ssued. Each such |list shall be prepared in duplicate, shall be
headed "Persons in (give identity of election district) to whom
absent ee ball ots have been issued for the election of (date of

el ection),” and shall be signed by himnot |ess than four days
preceding the election. He shall post the original of each such
list in a conspicuous place in the office of the county el ection
board and see that it is kept so posted until the close of the
polls on election day. He shall cause the duplicate of each such
list to be delivered to the judge of election in the election
district in the same manner and at the sane tinme as are provided
in this act for the delivery of other election supplies, and it
shall be the duty of such judge of election to post such
duplicate list in a conspicuous place within the polling place
of his district and see that it is kept so posted throughout the

time that the polls are open. Upon witten request, he shal

furnish a copy of such |ist to any candidate or party county
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1 chairman.

2 Section 3. Section 1309 of the act, anended August 13, 1963
3 (P.L.707, No.379), is anmended to read:

4 Section 1309. Public Records.--All official absentee

5 ballots, files, applications for such ballots and envel opes on
6 which the executed decl arations appear, and all information and
7 lists are hereby designated and declared to be public records

8 and shall be safely kept for a period of two years, except that
9 no information concerning a mlitary elector shall be made

10 public which is expressly forbidden by the War Depart nent

11 because of mlitary security. Neither the nane nor address of a
12 program participant in the Address Confidentiality Program under
13 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 67 (relating to donestic violence victim address
14 confidentiality) shall be included in any list of registered

15 voters available to the public.

16 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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