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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2430 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGHOFF, HARPER, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG CORRI GAN,
CREI GHTON, DENLI NGER, DeWEESE, EGOLF, FABRI ZI O, G LLESPI E,
HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSON, KELLER, Ml LHATTAN, R M LLER MYERS
O BRI EN, SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY, THOVAS, TIGUE, WLT AND M LLARD
MARCH 16, 2004

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CH LDREN AND YOUTH, MARCH 16, 2004
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” providing for unidentified dead bodies and fetal
remai ns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known
as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 506. 1. Death and Fetal Death Regi stration:

Uni dentifi ed Dead Bodi es and Fetal Remmins.--(a)

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of law to the contrary, no
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certificate of death or fetal death shall be issued in this

Commpnweal th if the body or fetal renmi ns have not been

positively identified unless the person issuing the certificate

of death first obtains a DNA sanple and subnits the sane to the

Pennsyl vania State Police for storage, forensic DNA anal ysis and

i nclusion in any appropri ate DNA dat abase, in accordance with

est abl i shed Pennsyl vania State Police policies and procedures. A

person submtting a DNA sanple to the Pennsyl vania State Police

pursuant to this section shall imediately notify the

Pennsyl vania State Police when any previously unidentified body

or fetal remains is positively identified. The Pennsyl vani a

State Police shall inmmediately notify the person submtting a

DNA sanpl e pursuant to this section when any identification is

made foll owi ng subm ssion of the sanpl e. The Pennsyl vani a State

Police shall not charge any fees for receiving, storing or

anal yzing a DNA sanpl e subnmtted pursuant to this section. The

Pennsyl vania State Police shall establish policies and

procedures to i nplenent the requirenents of this section.

(b) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsecti on unl ess

the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"DNA" neans deoxyri bonucleic acid. DNA is |ocated in the

cells and provides an individual's personal genetic bl ueprint.

DNA encodes genetic information that is the basis of human

heredity and forensic identification.

"DNA sanpl e" nmeans a bl ood or tissue sanpl e obtai ned by a

coroner or nedi cal exanminer froman unidentified dead body or

fromfetal remains as required by this section for anal ysis or

storage, or both.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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