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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1929 5

| NTRODUCED BY PERZEL, DeWEESE, ALLEN AND BELFANTI,
SEPTEMBER 8, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 8, 2003
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AN ACT
Providing for the regul ation of manufactured housing and for the
powers and duties of the Departnent of Comrunity and Econom c
Devel opnent .
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Manufactured
Housi ng | nprovenent Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.
The General Assenbly finds as follows:
(1) Manufactured housing plays a vital role in neeting
t he housi ng needs of the citizens of this Comobnwealt h.
(2) The Congress of the United States anended the
Nat i onal Manuf actured Housi ng Construction and Safety
St andards Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383, 42 U S.C. 8 5401 et
seq.) in 2000 to provide for the establishnment of practical,

uniformand, to the extent possible, performance-based

construction standards for manufactured hones.



1 (3) The 2000 amendnents to the National Manufactured

2 Housi ng Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974 seek to
3 ensure uniform and effective enforcenent of Federal safety

4 standards for the installation of manufactured hones and

5 require that by 2005 each state inplenent an installation

6 programthat nmeets certain requirenents.

7 (4) To date, neither the General Assenbly nor a

8 Commonweal t h agency has enacted or inplenmented standards in
9 conpliance with the 2000 anmendnents to the Nati onal

10 Manuf act ured Housi ng Construction and Safety Standards Act of
11 1974.

12 (5) It is the intent of the General Assenbly and the

13 pur pose of this act:

14 (i) To elimnate unnecessary duplication of effort
15 by Commonweal th agencies as it relates to the

16 installation and i nspection of the installation of

17 manuf act ur ed housi ng.

18 (ii) To provide for conpliance with 2000 anmendnents
19 to the National Manufactured Housi ng Construction and
20 Saf ety Standards Act of 1974 by assigning the
21 responsibility to the Departnment of Conmunity and
22 Econom ¢ Devel opnent.
23 (ii1) To require that within 270 days of the
24 effective date of this act, the Departnment of Comrunity
25 and Econom c Devel opnment neet with affected parties and
26 publish final formregul ati ons concerning the
27 installation of manufactured hones, the training and
28 i censi ng of manufactured home installers and the
29 i nspection of the installation of manufactured hones.

30 Section 3. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

“Installation.” Al activities required to assure the proper
onsite conmpletion of fully integrated manufactured hone
construction, including, but not limted to:

(1) site preparation, installation, finishing and
assenbly of conponents;

(2) support and foundations; and

(3) attachnent, stabilization and connection of

pl unbi ng, el ectrical and nechani cal subsystens contai ned

within or attached thereto,
conpliant with the manufacturer's approved design, that renders
the hone in full conformance with the manufacturer's | abel of
certification and confornms to all standards required by this
act .

“Installer.”™ A person who contracts with the purchaser for
any portion or all of the onsite conpletion and installation of
a manufactured home under contract or connected by agency with
t he manufacturer, retailer or builder.

"“Manuf act ured housi ng" or "manufactured home."” A
manuf act ured honme as defined under section 603 of the National
Manuf act ured Housi ng Construction and Safety Standards Act of
1974 (Public Law 93-383, 42 U. S.C. 8§ 5402).

Section 4. Application of act.

(a) GCeneral rule.--This act shall be the exclusive |aw

aut hori zing the promul gation of regul ati ons governing the

installation of manufactured hones, the training and |icensing
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of manufactured hone installers and the inspection of the
installation of manufactured homes in this Commonweal th. The
regul ati ons adopted by the departnent inplenmenting this

| egi sl ati on shall supersede and preenpt all other |aws and
regulations in this regard.

(b) Exclusion.--This act shall not apply to manufactured
homes installed prior to the effective date of this act.
Section 5. Departnental duties.

(a) Invitation for comments.--The departnment shall invite
comments fromentities involved in the manufactured housing
i ndustry, owners of nmanufactured homes and third-party agencies
concerning the pronul gati on of regul ati ons governing the
installation of manufactured hones, the training and |icensing
of manufactured honme installers and the inspection of the
installation of manufactured homes in this Commonweal t h.

(b) Regul ations.--

(1) Wthin 270 days of the effective date of this act,
t he departnent shall promnul gate regul ati ons governi ng:

(i) The installation of manufactured hones.

(ii) The training and licensing of manufactured hone
installers.

(iti1) The inspection of the installation of
manuf act ured honmes in this Commonweal t h

(iv) The training of those persons who inspect the
installation of manufactured homes in this Commonweal t h.

(v) The issuance of a warning, suspension,
revocation or nonetary fine against persons who viol ate
the regul ati ons of the departnment pronul gated under this
act .

(2) The regulations shall, at the discretion of the
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departnment, satisfy the criteria established by the Nati onal

Manuf act ured Housi ng Construction and Safety Standards Act of

1974 (Public Law 93-383, 42 U.S.C. 8 5401 et seq.).

(c) Fees.--The departnent shall determ ne and approve
reasonabl e fees for educational prograns, testing and
certification of those persons licensed to install and inspect
the installation of manufactured honmes in this Commonwealth.

Section 6. Repeal.
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Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
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i nconsistent with this act.
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Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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