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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1928 5%

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, ARMSTRONG BALDW N, BELFANTI, CAUSER
Cl VERA, EGOLF, G LLESPIE, GOODVAN, HANNA, HARHAI, HERSHEY,
HESS, HUTCH NSON, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, LEH, R M LLER
S. MLLER PAYNE, PICKETT, SEMVEL, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY
STABACK, STERN, TANGRETTI, WALKO, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOCD
AUGUST 15, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, AUGUST 15, 2003
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AN ACT
Amrending Titles 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) and 42 (Judiciary and
Judi ci al Procedure) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, adding an offense and a civil action relating to
ecoterrorism
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

§ 3311. Ecoterrorism

(a) Ofense defined.--A person commts the of fense of

ecoterrorismif, with the intent to intinmdate or coerce a

governnent, the civilian popul ati on or any segnment thereof in

furtherance of political or social objectives, the person

intentionally uses force or violence or the threat of force or

vi ol ence to:

(1) prevent an individual fromlawfully participating in

an activity involving aninmals or an activity invol ving




natural resources by:

(i) obstructing the use of an animal or a natural

resource owned by the individual, if the obstruction is

for a period of tine sufficient to significantly decrease

the val ue or enjoynent of the aninmal or the natural

resource to the individual;

(ii) danmnging or di sposing of an ani mal or a natural

resource owned by the individual, if the danmge or

di sposal substantially reduces the condition or

useful ness of the aninmal or the natural resource; or

(iii) detaining an aninmal or a natural resource

owned by the individual and demandi ng conpensation in

exchange for rel ease of the animal or the natural

resource, or

(2) prevent an individual's use of an animal facility

w thout the consent of the facility's owner by:

(b)

(i) danmging the facility or property in the

(ii) physically disrupting the operati on of the

(iii) unlawfully entering or remaining in the

facility and engaging in an activity described in

par agraph (1); or

(iv) unlawfully entering or remaining in the

facility despite a notice denying entry.

Gradi ng. --Ecoterrorismis a felony of the third degree

if the actor causes pecuniary |l oss in excess of $5,000 or a

m sdeneanor of the first degree if the actor causes pecuni ary

|l oss in excess of $500. Ot herwi se, ecoterrorismis a m sdeneanor

of the second degree.
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1 (c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "ani nal

2 facility" neans a vehicle, building, structure or other prenises
3 where an animal is lawully housed, exhibited or offered for

4 sale, or which is used for scientific purposes involving

5 animals, including research, testing and experinents.

6 Section 2. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:
7 § 8317. Ecoterrorism

8 An_individual aggrieved by the offense of ecoterrorism as

9 defined in 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 3311(a) (relating to ecoterrorism, nay
10 in a civil action in any court of conpetent jurisdiction, obtain
11 appropriate relief, including conpensatory and punitive danmages,
12 reasonable investigative expenses and reasonable attorney fees
13 and other costs associated with the litigation. Upon a show ng
14 of cause for the issuance of injunctive relief, a court nay
15 order the cessation of the activity formng the basis of the
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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