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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1718 %"

| NTRODUCED BY NI CKOL, EACHUS, VANCE, DeWEESE, S. H. SM TH, VEON
AND MACKERETH, JUNE 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JUNE 26, 2003

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), entitled "An
2 act establishing a special fund and account for noney

3 recei ved by the Conmmonwealth fromthe Master Settl enent

4 Agreenment with tobacco manufacturers; providing for hone and
5 communi ty-based care, for tobacco use prevention and

6 cessation efforts, for Commonweal th universal research

7 enhancenent, for hospital unconpensated care, for health

8 i nvest ment insurance, for medical assistance for workers with
9 di sabilities, for regional biotechnology research centers,

10 for the HealthLink Program for conmunity-based health care
11 assi stance progranms, for PACE reinstatenment and PACENET

12 expansi on, for nmedical education | oan assistance and for

13 percentage all ocation and appropriation of noneys," inposing
14 l[imtations on supersedeas bond requirenents.

15 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

16 hereby enacts as foll ows:

17 Section 1. The act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), known
18 as the Tobacco Settlenment Act, is anended by adding a section to
19 read:

20 Section 309. Limts on supersedeas bond requirenents.

21 (a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherwi se provided in

22 subsection (b), in civil litigation under any | eqgal theory

23 involving a signatory, a successor of a signatory or an
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affiliate of a signatory to the Master Settl enent Agreenent, the

super sedeas bond to be furni shed during the pendency of al

appeal s or discretionary reviews of any judgnent granting | egal,

equi table or any other formof relief in order to stay the

execution thereon during the entire course of any appell ate

reviews shall be set in accordance with applicable | aws or court

rules provided that the total supersedeas bond that is required

of all appellants collectively shall not exceed $25, 000, 000,

regardl ess of the value of the judgnent.

(b)Y Exception.--Notwi thstandi ng subsection (a), if an

appel | ee proves by a preponderance of the evidence that an

appellant is dissipating assets outside the ordi nary course of

busi ness to avoid paynent of a judgnment, the court may enter an

order that:

(1) |Is necessary to protect the appell ee.

(2) Requires the appellant to post a supersedeas bond in

an anpunt up to the total anpbunt of the judgnent.

Section 2. This act shall apply to any action pending on the
effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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