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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1468 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, THOVAS, ClI VERA, FICHTER, CRAHALLA,
CURRY, GEORGE, CRUCELA, HARHAI, JGOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, MAI TLAND,
MELIO R M LLER O NEILL, READSHAW RCEBUCK, RCSS,
T. STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, VANCE, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 22, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, NAY 22, 2003
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for the exclusion of pupils
with limted English proficiency when cal cul ati ng which
school districts shall be placed on an educati on enpower nment
list.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1702-B of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
May 10, 2000 (P.L.44, No.16), is anmended by adding a definition
to read:

Section 1702-B. Definitions.--For purposes of this article,
the followng terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

* * %

"Limted English proficiency student." Any pupil that was

not born in the United States or whose native | anguage i s ot her




1 than English and cones from an _environnent where a | anguage

2 other than English is domnant; or is a Native Anerican or

3 Alaska native who is a native resident of the outlying areas and
4 cones froman environnent where a | anguage ot her than English
5 has had a significant inpact on such an individual's |evel of
6 English | anguage proficiency; or is mgratory and whose native
7 language is other than English and cones from an environnent

8 where a | anguage other than English is domi nant; and has

9 sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, witing or

10 wunderstanding the English | anguage and whose difficulties nay
11 deny such individual the opportunity to learn successfully in
12 classroons where the | anguage of instruction is English or to
13 participate fully in our society.

14 * %k

15 Section 2. Section 1703-B(a) of the act, anended or added
16 May 10, 2000 (P.L.44, No.16) and Novenber 22, 2000 (P.L.672,
17 No.91), is anended to read:

18 Section 1703-B. Education Enpowernent List.--(a) The

19 departnent shall place a school district that has a history of
20 low test performance on an educati on enpowernent list. The
21 departnent shall imediately notify the school district of its
22 placenment on the education enpowernent |ist and shall publish
23 the list in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. A school district may
24 petition the departnent to exclude fromits cal cul ati on under
25 this subsection or section 1707-B(a.1l) the PSSA test score of
26 any student who was enrolled in the district for | ess than
27 ninety (90) instructional days of the school year in which the
28 test was admi nistered. The PSSA test score of any linited
29 English proficient student who has not received appropriate

30 bilingual/bicultural or Engli sh as a second | anguage i nstructi on
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over a period of at |east one school year shall not be included
in the district's calculations under this subsection or section
1707-B(a.1).
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or
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i mredi ately, whichever is |later.

D11L24JS/ 20030H1468B1854 - 3 -



