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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1301 5%

I NTRODUCED BY STURLA, MAY 5, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MAY 5, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” providing for a distinguished
educat or program
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1715. 5-B. Di sti nqui shed Educators.--(a) The

departnent shall establish a Distinqui shed Educator Proqgram for

recogni zi ng outstandi ng qualified educators and organi zi ng them

into a State corps of educators for the purpose of maki ng them

avai | abl e throughout this Commonwealth to help eligi ble schools

i mprove the quality of educati on.

(b)Y The departnent shall devel op qui delines, standards and

criteria for the selection of participants. At a m ni num
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candi dates shall be educators certified by the departnent and

have active experience as a teacher or school adm nistrator for

a mninmumof five (5) years prior to the date of application.

Candi dates sel ected for participation shall have know edge and

skills relating to school | eadershi p, managenment, curricul um and

i nstructi on.

(c) Applications shall be subnmitted to the departnment in a

f orm and manner prescri bed by the departnent. The application

formand information relating to applying for the program al ong

with the criteria to be used to review applications, shall be

published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin and nay be pl aced on the

departnent's Wrld Wde Wb site.

(d) The departnent shall annually select fromthe

applications received fromeducators to participate in the

program Foll owi ng conpletion of the trai ning programrequired

by this section, the departnent shall recognize a participant in

the program as a D sti ngui shed Educator, award a speci al

certificate of achi evenent and accord speci al Statew de

recogni ti on and honors deened appropriate by the departnent.

(e) By participating in the program all educators

recogni zed as Di stinqui shed Educators by the departnent aqree to

provi de assi stance to eligible schools at the request of the

depart nent.

(f) The departnent shall establish an i ntensive and

conpr ehensi ve trai ning program for Di sti ngui shed Educators to

participate in the program Educators nust attend and conpl ete

the training program before bei ng naned a Di sti nqui shed

Educator. The departnent nay require additional training from

tine to time to ensure the conpetencies of Distingui shed

Educators and the integrity of the program Training shall be

20030H1301B1610 - 2 -



1 provided at no cost to participants. The training program shal
2 include, but not be limted to, instruction relating to school
3 rmanagenent, nethods of personnel evaluation, school

4 organization, school curriculumand assessnent techni ques and

5 nethodol ogies. Participants in the programw || be conpensated

6 by the departnent during training pursuant to the provisions of

7 the collective bargaining agreenent or contract of enploynent

8 applicable to the participant.

9 (g) (1) Upon request of the departnent, a D stinguished
10 Educator nmy be assigned to provide assistance to an eligible
11 school .

12 (2) Upon receipt of a request froman eligible school for
13 assistance, the departnent nmay assign a Distingui shed Educat or
14 to provide assistance.

15 (3) (i) A D stinguished Educator nmay be assigned to provide
16 assistance to an eligible school for a period of at |east one
17 (1) school senester, which period nmay be extended upon nutual
18 agreenent of the Distinguished Educator and the departnent. A
19 Distinguished Educator shall not be required to accept an

20 assignnment nore than once within two (2) consecutive years. A
21 Distinguished Educator shall not be assigned to a school from
22 which leave was granted for the Distinguished Educator pursuant
23 to _subsection (h).

24 (ii) While on assignnent, a Distinguished Educator shall:
25 (1) Report to and cooperate with the superintendent where
26 the school is |ocated.

27 (Il) Assist the school inprovenent team the principal and
28 the school staff with the devel opnent and inplenentation of a
29 school inprovenent plan.

30 (II'') Notwi thstanding the provisions of section 1123, in a
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school or school district in a corrective action or school

i mprovenent cycle, evaluate and rate school staff and staff

ef fecti veness.

(1V) Recommend staff adjustnents and advi se the

superi ntendent on the reconstituti on of schools when

appropri at e.

(h) Upon the request of the departnment, a school district

shall grant | eave to a Distinqui shed Educator to serve under and

in accordance with the provisions of this article.

(i) During the | eave granted pursuant to subsection (h), the

departnent shall pay the D stingui shed Educator the sal ary,

conpensati on and enpl oye benefits payable or due to the

Di sti nqui shed Educat or under coll ective bargai ni ng agr eenent or

contract of enploynent applicable to the educator. The

departnent shall further pay a Di sti nqui shed Educat or assi gned

to a school in a school inprovenent cycle or in a corrective

action cycle an annual sal ary suppl enent equal to fifty per

centum (50% of the D stingui shed Educator's requl ar sal ary,

prorated for the | ength of the assignnent. Vehicle ml| eage shal

be rei nbursed as provided by | aw. Di sti nqui shed Educat ors shal

mai ntain the rights established in sections 1167, 1168 and 1170,

but not the requirenents in section 1166. The fifty per centum

(50% sal ary suppl enent shall not be conpensation for the

pur poses of conputing the final average salary of a nmenber of

the Public School Enpl oyees' Retirenent System or the State

Enpl oyees' Retirenent System The departnment shall not pay any

costs incurred by a school district to fill a vacancy resul ting

fromthe absence of a Distingui shed Educator during the | eave

grant ed pursuant to subsection (h).

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or
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1 inmmediately, whichever is later.
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