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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1058 5

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, ALLEN, ARMSTRONG BAKER, BALDW N, BARRAR
BASTI AN, BELFANTI, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CAWEY, ClI VERA,
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GORDNER, HARHAI, HARPER, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY,
JAMES, KENNEY, LAUGHLIN, LEACH LEDERER, LEH, LYNCH
MACKERETH, MARSI CO, McCALL, NAILOR, PETRI, PICKETT, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, ROHRER, RCSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SATHER, SAYLOR,
SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, SEMVEL, B. SM TH, R STEVENSON
T. STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, Tl GUE, TURZAI, WANSACZ,
WATSON, WLT, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK,
APRI L 2, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, APRIL 2, 2003
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AN ACT

Providing for certain enmergency services reinbursenents.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Enmergency
Servi ces Responder Rei mbursenment Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl arati on.

(a) Findings enunerated.--The General Assenbly finds as
fol | ows:

(1) Emergency services providers in this Commonweal t h,
especially volunteers, have and are experienci ng ever-

i ncreasing financial burdens.



1 (2) The increasing financial burdens and costs are

2 havi ng an adverse and serious negative inpact upon

3 mai nt ai ni ng, sustaining and providing emergency services.

4 (3) Volunteer energency service organi zati ons can no

5 | onger realistically afford or be expected to exist and

6 provi de services at a financial |oss.

7 (b) Declaration.--The CGeneral Assenbly declares as foll ows:
8 (1) It is vital to establish for our emergency services
9 provi ders a nmechani sm and process whereby they can be

10 reinbursed financially for real and reasonabl e expenses

11 related to responding to enmergency situations, incidents and
12 events or to intentional false alarns.

13 (2) Such a process and nmechani sm shoul d be self-

14 supporti ng.

15 Section 3. Definitions.

16 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
17 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

18 context clearly indicates otherw se:

19 "Emer gency communi cation center.” An officially recognized
20 and approved Federal, State, county or nunicipal operation whose
21 purpose is to receive energency calls; to determ ne the
22 appropriate agency, equipnent and/or vehicles required to
23 respond to these calls; and then to dispatch the appropriate
24 agency, equi prment and/or energency vehicle or vehicles to the
25 location of the energency situation, incident or event.
26 "Emergency service." A municipal, public, private or
27 nonprofit service whose purpose is to respond to energency
28 situations, incidents and events and provi de energency or
29 nonenergency assistance and service to the public. These
30 energency services shall include, but are not limted to,
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hazardous materials response units, fire services, anbul ances,
heavy and |ight rescue squad units, quick response units and
other related vehicles used in the nornmal operation of an
emer gency servi ce.

"Emergency situation, incident or event." A disaster;
hazardous materials incident; fire; industrial or private
security or fire alarmsystens; industrial accidents; auto
acci dents; nedi cal emergencies; nonenergency calls for nedical
assi stance; or to any other situation, incident or event that
does or may present a potential danger and or threat to the
health and safety of nmenbers of the public.

"False alarm”™ A wllfully fraudul ent and intentional
transm ssion or request for a response by a vol unteer energency
servi ces organi zati on where the person nmaki ng the transm ssion
or request knows there is no need for the transm ssion or
request. A person transmitting or requesting a response by a
vol unt eer energency services organi zati on who perceives or feels
there could be or may be a need for the transm ssion or request
shall not be considered to have transmtted or requested a
willfully fraudulent and intentional false alarm

“Muni ci pal energency services departnent.” A fire
departnment, anbul ance service or rescue squad established,
operated and funded by the nunicipality.

"Officially recognized dispatch.” The dispatch of a
vol unt eer energency services organi zation by an officially
recogni zed and approved energency comruni cati on center or
response to a special call or request fromthe Pennsyl vani a
State Police or local police whether it conmes through an
emer gency conmuni cation center or not. A vol unteer emnergency

servi ces organi zation that responds to a special call or request
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fromthe Pennsylvania State Police or |ocal police that has not
come through an officially recognized and approved energency
comuni cation center nust be approved by an officially

recogni zed emergency comruni cation center prior to responding to
the special call or request. Upon notification by a vol unteer
energency services organi zation of a request for dispatch, the
enmer gency conmuni cation center shall approve the response and
assign a di spatch nunber to the vol unteer energency services
organi zati on and then contact the nunicipal energency services
departnment, organi zation or person making the request to confirm
t he request.

"Person.” Includes a corporation, partnership, business
trust, other association, governnental entity other than the
Commonweal th, estate, trust, foundation or natural person.

"Vol unt eer anbul ance service."” A nonprofit chartered
corporation, association or organization located in this
Commonweal th which is regularly engaged in the service of
provi di ng energency nedical care and transportation of patients.

"Vol unt eer energency service organi zation."™ An organi zation
which is a volunteer fire conpany, volunteer anbul ance servi ce,
vol unt eer rescue squad or vol unteer hazardous material response
t eam

"Vol unteer fire conmpany.” A nonprofit chartered
or gani zati on, association or organi zation |located in this
Commonweal th which provides fire protection services, including
fire police services, and other volunteer energency service
wi thin this Cormonweal th. Vol unt eer energency service provided
by a volunteer fire conpany may include vol unteer anbul ance and
vol unt eer rescue service.

"Vol unt eer hazardous material response team"™ A nonprofit
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chartered corporation, association or organi zation |ocated in
this Commonweal th whose nenbers are specially trained to respond
to accidents or situations where hazardous or toxic material are
rel eased into the environnent.

"Vol unteer rescue squad.” A nonprofit chartered corporation,
associ ation or organi zation located in this Commonweal th which
provi des rescue service in this Comonweal th.

Section 4. Requirenent to pay for response to energencies.

(a) Party liable for volunteer emergency services
or gani zati on responses.--A person involved in an energency
situation, incident or event that necessitates a response froma
vol unt eer energency services organi zation shall be liable for
the real and reasonable costs incurred by the vol unteer
ener gency services organi zation.

(b) Party liable for fire departnent responses.--A person
involved in an energency situation, incident or event that
necessitates a response froma nunicipal fire departnent,
anbul ance service or rescue squad shall be liable for the real
and reasonabl e costs incurred by the paid fire departnment unless
the person is a resident of or taxpayer in the municipality
where the incident occurs.

(c) Party responsible for false alarns.--A person who nakes
or transmts a false alarmwhich results in a response by a
vol unt eer energency services organi zation shall be liable for
real and reasonabl e costs incurred by the vol unteer energency
services organi zation in responding to the false alarm These
costs would be in addition to any fines or penalties inposed by
the State or nmunicipality for fal se al arns.

Section 5. County office of energency services reinbursenent.

(a) Establishnent.--Each county shall establish and naintain

20030H1058B1232 - 5 -



1

© o0 N oo o A~ w N

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

an office of energency services reinbursenent.

(b) Powers, duties and procedures.--

(1) The county offices of emergency services
rei nbursenent shall process and file reinbursenment clains for
t he vol unt eer energency services organi zati ons and mnuni ci pal
energency services departnent in their respective county, in
accordance with regul ati ons promul gated for the
adm ni stration of the act and utilize a standard formfor the
vol unt eer energency services organi zati ons and mnuni ci pal
energency services departnents in its county when applying
for reinbursenent.

(2) Vol unteer energency services organi zations and
muni ci pal energency services departnents may apply for real
and reasonabl e rei nbursenent for costs related to respondi ng
to calls dispatched by an officially recognized and approved
ener gency conmuni cation center as authorized in section 4.

(3) A volunteer energency services organi zation or
muni ci pal energency services departnment w shing rei nbursenent
for costs related to an officially recognized di spatch shal
apply to the county office of emergency services
rei nbursenent where the energency situation, incident, event
or false alarmoccurred. A volunteer energency service or
muni ci pal energency services organi zation involved in nutual
aid may be considered for reinbursenent, in accordance with
regul ati ons promul gated for the adm nistration of this act.

(4) In those instances where a vol unteer energency
servi ces organi zati on or munici pal emergency services
departnment from one county responds into another county, the
request for reinbursenent shall be forwarded to the county

of fice where the energency situation, incident, event or
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fal se al arm occurred.

(5) Upon receipt of requests for reinbursenent
conpensation, the county office of energency services
rei mbursenent shall determ ne real and reasonable costs, in
accordance with regul ati ons promul gated for the
adm nistration of this act, and then forward a bill for
rei mbursenent directly to the person responsible for causing
the situation, incident, event or false alarm

(6) Wen a person receives a bill for reinbursenent from
a county office of emergency services reinbursenents, the
person shall be responsible for paynment. If the person is
forwarding the bill for reinbursenent to an insurance
conpany, the person must notify the county office of
enmer gency services rei nbursenment fromwhich the bill for
rei nmbursenent was received. Forwarding the bill for
rei nmbursenent to an insurance conpany does not relieve the
person fromfinancial responsibility for paynent.

(7) Upon receipt of paynment of clainms, the county office
for emergency services reinbursenent shall reinburse,
according to services rendered and need to respond, those
vol unt eer energency services organi zati ons or nunici pal
energency services departnents who applied for reinbursenent
in accordance with regul ati ons pronul gated for the
adm ni stration of this act.

Section 6. Fundi ng.

Each county office of emergency services reinbursenment shal
be funded by the retaining of an anount up to 10% of each claim
settled. This anount shall be used by the county office of
energency services rei nbursenent for operating and

adm ni strative costs. Remaining funds shall be disbursed in
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accordance with section 5.
Section 7. Rules and regul ations.

The rul es and regul ati ons necessary for the inplenentation of
this act shall be established as foll ows:

(1) The Pennsylvani a Emergency Managenent Agency, in
consul tation with volunteer energency services organi zations,
shall promulgate rules and regul ations pertaining to
rei mbursing volunteer fire conpanies, volunteer hazardous
mat eri al response teans and rmnunicipal fire departnents.

(2) The Department of Health in consultation with
vol unt eer energency services organi zations shall promul gate
rul es and regul ati ons under this act pertaining to
rei mbur si ng vol unt eer anbul ance servi ces and rmnuni ci pal
anbul ance depart nents.

Section 8. Penalties.

Vol unt eer energency services organi zations filing fal se
requests for reinbursenent conmt a summary of fense and, upon
conviction, shall be fined up to $100 for each fal se request.
Section 9. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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