PRINTER S N0 1230

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1056 5

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, ARMSTRONG BARD, BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES,
BELARDI , BELFANTI, BROME, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, Cl VERA
COSTA, COY, DALEY, DALLY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE, FLEAGLE, FREEMAN,
GEl ST, GEORGE, CERGELY, G LLESPIE, GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI,
HASAY, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES,
LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LEH, LEVDANSKY, LYNCH, MARSICO MCALL
Mol LHATTAN, MELIQ, S. M LLER, O NEILL, PETRARCA, PISTELLA,
PRESTON, RAYMOND, READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROBERTS, SAI NATQ
SATHER, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, R STEVENSON
TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TRUE, WALKO, WANSACZ,
WATSON, WLT, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK,
APRI L 2, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, APRIL 2, 2003
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AN ACT
Aut hori zi ng menbers of energency service organi zati ons and
certain famly nmenbers to receive tuition credit for
Pennsyl vani a conmunity col | eges.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Enmergency
Service Organization Tuition Credit Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmunity college.” An institution that operates under
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Article XIX-A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949.

"Emergency service organization.” A volunteer fire conpany,
vol unt eer anbul ance service or volunteer rescue squad in this
Conmonweal t h.

"Fam |y nmenber."” The spouse and any child of a nmenber of an
ener gency service organi zati on.

“"Municipality.” A city, township, borough or incorporated
town served by an energency service organi zati on.

"Tuition.” The total of all fees and charges required for
attendance at a community coll ege. The term does not i ncl ude
required registration or |aboratory fees.

Section 3. Tuition credits authorized.

Each community college shall provide tuition credits to
persons who are eligible for tuition credits under this act,
provi ded that avail abl e cl assroom space permts the enroll nent
of those persons in the courses of instruction and that students
who pay tuition constitute the m ni mum nunber of students for
t he courses.

Section 4. Eligibility.

(a) General rule.--Except as provided under subsection (b),
in order to be eligible to receive tuition credit under this
act, a person nust:

(1) Be a resident of this Conmonweal t h.

(2) Be a nmenber in good standing of an emergency service
or gani zati on.

(3) Execute an agreenment with the nmunicipality served by

t he emergency service organi zation stating that the person

agrees to be a nenber in good standi ng of an emergency

service organi zation in exchange for tuition credit under
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this act.
(4) Maintains a grade point average of at least 2.0 for
courses of instruction conpleted at the community coll ege.

(5) Is in conpliance with the agreenent entered into

1
2
3
4
5 with the municipality during the period in which the person
6 is enrolled at the comunity coll ege.

7 (b) Famly nmenbers.--Famly nenbers of a person who

8 satisfies the eligibility requirenents under subsection (a)

9 shall be eligible to receive tuition credit under this act,

10 provided that the fam |y nenbers:

11 (1) Are residents of this Conmonweal t h.

12 (2) Mintain a grade point average of at |east 2.0 for
13 courses of instruction conpleted at the community coll ege.
14 (3) Denonstrate to the satisfaction of the comunity
15 col |l ege that the person who executed the agreenent with the
16 muni cipality is in conpliance therewith

17 Section 5. Anount of tuition credit.

18 A person and the fam |y nenbers of that person who satisfy

19 the eligibility requirenents of section 4 shall, for each year
20 of service provided by the person to the enmergency service

21 organization as set forth in the agreenment with the

22 nmunicipality, receive tuition credit in an anmount not to exceed,
23 in the aggregate for the famly, $600 annually for a four-year
24 period. No person, including the famly nmenbers of that person,
25 shall receive tuition credit in excess of $2,400 in the

26 aggregate for the famly under this act.

27 Section 6. Letter of eligibility.

28 A nmunicipality that enters into an agreenent with an eligible
29 person under section 4 shall, at the request of the person or

30 famly menber of that person who attends a conmunity col |l ege and
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seeks to receive tuition credits under this act, provide a

letter of eligibility acceptable to the conmunity coll ege

stating whether the person is in conpliance with the agreenent.

Section 7. Procedure for receipt of tuition credit from
community col |l ege.

After acceptance and enrollnment at a community coll ege, the
person or famly menber eligible to receive tuition credit under
this act shall provide the letter of eligibility as described in
section 6 to the conmunity college. The person or fam |y nenber
shall al so provide other docunentation as required by the
community college to determne eligibility for tuition credit
under this act.

Section 8. Regul ations.

The Pennsyl vani a H gher Education Assi stance Agency, in
consultation with the community col |l eges, shall pronul gate rules
and regul ati ons necessary to adm nister this act.

Section 9. Construction.

Not hing in this act or in any agreenent entered into between
a person and a nunicipality under this act shall be construed as
a pronmi se or guarantee by the Commonweal th, municipality or the
community coll ege that the person or any famly nmenber of that
person will be admtted to the conmunity college, will be
allowed to continue to attend the conmunity coll ege after having
been admitted or will be graduated fromthe community coll ege.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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