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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 996 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WASHI NGTON, BARRAR, BI SHOP, HARHAI, BEBKO- JONES,
CORRI GAN, COY, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, EGOLF, FABRIZI O FREENAN,
GABI G HERSHEY, JAMES, Kl RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, M:NAUGHTON
METCALFE, MYERS, PETRARCA, ROEBUCK, ROHRER, STERN, THOVAS,
TRUE, WHEATLEY AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 26, 2003
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," requiring school boards to adopt and
i npl enment policy regarding reconmendati on of the use of
psychotropic drugs for school children; and providing for a
[imted defense to child neglect or abuse for refusing to
consent to the admi nistration of certain drugs.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 528. Psychotropic Drugs.--(a) Each board of schoo

directors shall adopt and i npl ement a policy prohibiting any

school personnel fromrecomendi ng the use of psychotropi ¢ drugs

for any child. The provisions of this section shall not prohibit

school nedical staff fromrecommending that a child be eval uat ed

by an appropriate nmedi cal practitioner, or prohibit school
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personnel from consulting with such practitioner with the

consent of the parents or gquardi an of such chil d.

(b)Y The refusal of a parent, guardi an or other person

responsible for a child to adm ni ster or consent to the

adm ni stration of any psychotropic drug to such child shall not

constitute grounds for the office of children and youth or

simlar office to take such child into custody or for any court

of conpetent jurisdiction to order that such child be taken into

custody by an appropri ate agency, unless such refusal causes

such child to be negl ected or abused.

(c) For the purpose of this section, the term "psychotropic

drugs" includes those drugs prescribed with the intention to

alter nental activity or state, including, but not linmted to,

anti psychotic, antidepressant and anxi ol yti c nedi cati on and

behavi or-al teri ng nmedi cati on.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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