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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 970 5

| NTRODUCED BY REED, ARGALL, CAPPELLI, COLENAN, CRAHALLA,
CREI GHTON, DAI LEY, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HORSEY,
HUTCH NSON, MANN, M CALL, RUBLEY, SAYLOR, STERN
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, WALKO, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOOD,
MARCH 25, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, MARCH 25, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.318, No.32), entitled "An

act encouraging State agencies to locate facilities in a

downtown area; and providing for report to General Assenbly,"

further providing for definitions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.318,
No. 32), known as the Downtown Location Law, is anended to read:
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of General Services of the
Commonweal t h.

"Downtown area." [Either of the follow ng:

(1) The central business district of a city, other than

acity of the first class, borough, incorporated town or
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townshi p or any commercial area within a nei ghborhood of a
city, borough, incorporated town or township, in every case
that serves as a conmercial center within that community of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(2) Incities of the first class, the entire geographic
area of the city.]

A geographically identifiable and conti guous busi ness distri ct

within a town, city, village within a townshi p, hone rul e

muni ci pality or borough, with a recogni zed sense of place and a

distinct and identifiabl e pedestrian ori entati on based upon a

rectilinear street grid pattern of devel opnent, with one or nore

central streets and intersecting cross streets. The busi ness

district shall have historically served as the center of

econonic, social and civic activity within the conmunity since

at least 1939, or, in the case of a nunicipality with nultiple

busi ness districts, each business district shall have served as

the center of econonmic, social and civic activity within a

nei ghbor hood.

"Pedestrian orientation." Devel opnent designed with an

enphasis on a street sidewal k and on pedestrian access to a site

and buil ding rather than on autonobil e access and par ki ng areas,

(1) The building is generally placed close to the street

and the main entrance is oriented to the street sidewal k.

(2) There are generally wi ndows or display cases al ong

bui | di ng facades that face the street.

(3) The building covers a | arge portion of the

i ndi vi dual | ot area.

(4) Al though parking areas may be provided, they are

generally limted in size and are not enphasi zed by the
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desi gn of the site.

"Rectilinear street qgrid pattern." A street and bl ock system

characterized by relatively requl arly spaced, rectanqul ar or

trapezoi dal bl ocks and four-way intersections.

"Secretary." The Secretary of General Services of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Sense of place." The characteristics of a |ocation that

make it readily recogni zabl e as bei ng uni que and different from

its surroundings, including, but not linited to, publicly owned

sqguares, village commpbns, open space, gazebos, pl azas,

courtyards and historic main Streets.

"State agency."” An executive agency or independent agency as
those terns are defined in 62 Pa.C.S. 8 103 (relating to
definitions).

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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