PRINTER S No. 950

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 815 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUCELA, COY, CRElIGHTQON, DALEY, GEORGE, HARHAI
HERVAN, LaGROTTA, LAUGHLI N, McCALL, M|l LHATTAN, SHANER
SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA AND TANGRETTI, MARCH 11, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 11, 2003

AN ACT

Establ i shing the Fam |y Farm and Food Protection Comm ssion.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Fam |y Farm
and Food Protection Conm ssion Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
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(1) Pennsylvania's principal industry is agriculture and
Pennsyl vani a has one of the largest rural populations in the
nation, with over 7.7 mllion acres dedicated to farm ng.

(2) Farmers are a vital conponent of this Commonweal th's
econony, conprising the largest industry in this
Commonweal t h, generating over $3,700, 000,000 annually in farm
recei pts, supporting a $43, 700, 000, 000- a- year agri busi ness

econony and enpl oying nearly 20% of this Commonweal th's work
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force.

(3) The entire nation |ooks to Pennsyl vania as one of
t he bi ggest providers of food in the country; ranking in the
top ten in nost comodities.

(4) Across the nation, agriculture is changing due to
gl obal conmpetition, strict environnental standards,
bi ot echnol ogy, food safety concerns and technol ogi cal
advances.

(5) The Conmmonwealth's agriculture is being threatened
by | ow conmmodity prices, market dynam cs, |oss of farnland,
drought di sasters and devel opnment pressure.

(6) It is the purpose of this act to establish the
conmmi ssion to assess in a bipartisan manner the current
Commonweal th agricultural policy in an effort to determne if
t he Commonweal th's policy reflects the changi ng at nosphere of
agriculture and to make recomendati ons as to address these
concer ns.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agribusiness.” A business related to agriculture.
"Agriculture.” The commercial production of agricultural
crops, livestock or livestock products, poultry products, mlKk

or dairy products, or fruits and other horticultural products.
"Center." The Center for Rural Pennsyl vani a.
"Conmission.” The Fam |y Farm and Food Protection Conmm ssion
establ i shed in section 4.
"Departnment.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the

Commpnweal t h.
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1 Section 4. Conm ssion.

2 (a) Establishnent.--The Fam |y Farm and Food Protection

3 Conmission is established as a | egislative conm ssion.

4 (b) Menbership.--

5 (1) The conm ssion shall be conprised of 14 nenbers:

6 (1) Two senators:

7 (A) one appointed by the President pro tenpore
8 of the Senate; and

9 (B) one appointed by the Mnority Leader of the
10 Senat e.

11 (1i) Two representatives:

12 (A) one appointed by the Speaker of the House of
13 Representati ves; and

14 (B) one appointed by the Mnority Leader of the
15 House of Representatives.

16 (ti1) Four individuals engaged in agriculture:

17 (A) one appointed by the President pro tenpore
18 of the Senate,;

19 (B) one appointed by the Mnority Leader of the
20 Senat e;
21 (C one appointed by the Speaker of the House of
22 Representati ves; and
23 (D) one appointed by the Mnority Leader of the
24 House of Representatives.
25 (iv) Three nenbers appointed by the Governor who are
26 engaged in agriculture or agribusiness.
27 (v) The Secretary of Agriculture of the
28 Commonweal t h.
29 (vi) The Dean of the College of Agricultura
30 Sci ences at The Pennsylvania State University.

20030H0815B0950 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(vii) The Dean of the School of Veterinary Medicine

at the University of Pennsyl vani a.
(2) Menbers appoi nted under paragraph (1)(iii) and (iv)
must be domiciled in this Commonwealth.
(c) Functions.--The conmm ssion has the follow ng powers and
duties:
(1) To conduct at |east one hearing in each region of
the departnent. At each hearing, to solicit and receive al
of the follow ng:

(1) Testinmony frompublic, private and academ c
experts relating to agriculture and the food and fibre
system of this Commonweal t h.

(ii) Testinony regardi ng existing State governnent
prograns which affect agriculture.

(1i1) Testinmony regarding existing academ c prograns
whi ch affect agricul ture.

(2) To make, by Decenber 31, 2004, a report to the
CGeneral Assenbly on all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Current State governnment policy on agriculture
in this Commonweal t h.

(1i) Policy recommendati ons which will enhance or
encourage the econom c, environnmental and social benefits
of agriculture in this Conmonweal t h.

(1i1) Testinmony regarding technol ogical and
bi ol ogi cal advances within agricul ture.

(iv) Testinony regarding the econom c inpact of
mar ket changes regardi ng food production supply and
demand.

(d) Meetings.--

(1) Eight nmenbers constitute a quorum Action of the
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1 conmmi ssion requires a vote of at |east eight nenbers.
2 (2) The conmm ssion shall neet initially in March 2003.
3 At this neeting, a chairperson and vice chairperson shall be
4 el ected from anong the nenbers.
5 (e) Reinbursenent.--Menbers under subsection (b)(1)(iv)
6 shall receive all of the follow ng:
7 (1) The sum of $200 per day for each day on which the
8 conmi ssi on neets.
9 (2) Reinbursenent under 4 Pa. Code Ch. 40 (relating to
10 travel and subsi stence).
11 (3) Reinbursenent for necessary expenses incurred in the
12 di scharge of their functions.
13 (f) Conmonweal th assistance.--The departnent, the center and
14 The Pennsylvania State University College of Agricultural
15 Sciences shall assist the commi ssion by providing office space,
16 personnel and other admi nistrative support necessary for the
17 admnistration of this act.
18 Section 5. Expiration.
19 This act shall expire July 1, 2005.
20 Section 6. Effective date.
21 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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