PRINTER S NOo. 920

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /88 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, BENNI NGHOFF, CAPPELLI, DALLY, FAI RCHI LD,

FI CHTER, GEI ST, GODSHALL, KELLER, LEWS, MAI TLAND, McCALL
REI CHLEY, SCHRCODER, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR AND YOUNGBLOCD
MARCH 10, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 10, 2003

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), entitled

"A supplenment to the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
entitled "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct
of the executive and admi nistrative work of the Comobnweal t h
by the Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnments, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determ ned,” inplenenting the addition
of section 4.1 to Article IV of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a; establishing the Ofice of Attorney General

el ected by the citizens and setting forth powers and duties
of the Attorney General; creating an Ofice of General

Counsel and providing for |egal services for Conmonweal t h
agenci es; transferring, reorgani zing or reconstituting
certain boards, conm ssions and agencies; placing certain
duties upon the courts and district attorneys; repealing
certain acts and parts of acts and maki ng appropriations,”

i nposing additional |imtations on consent decrees.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 204(e) and 301(12) of the act of Cctober
15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the Commonweal th Attorneys
Act, are anended to read:

Section 204. Legal advice and civil matters.

* x *

(e) Limtations in civil litigations.--The Attorney General
shall not agree to the entry of a consent decree in any action

agai nst the Conmonweal th or any agency which includes either the

enactnent of specific |egislation or the appropriati on or

expendi ture of Commpnwealth funds in excess of $100, 000 wi t hout

t he approval of the Governor and without both notice to the

CGeneral Assenbly through the offices of the Secretary of the
Senate and the Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives and

approval of the General Assenbly by concurrent resol ution.

* * %

Section 301. Ceneral Counsel.

There is hereby established the Ofice of General Counsel
whi ch shall be headed by a CGeneral Counsel appointed by the
Governor to serve at his pleasure who shall be the | egal advisor
to the Governor and who shall:

* * %

(12) Not agree to the entry of a consent decree in any

i ncludes either the enactnent of specific |eqgislation or the

appropri ati on or expendi ture of Conmonweal th funds i n excess

of $100, 000 wi t hout the approval of the Governor and the

Attorney Ceneral and wi thout both notice to the General
Assenbly through the offices of the Secretary of the Senate

and Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives and approval
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of the General Assenbly by concurrent resol ution.

1

2 Section 2. This act shall apply to all civil litigation
3 commenced on or after the effective date of this act.
4

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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