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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 780 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SEMMVEL, TIGUE, R M LLER SOLOBAY, PAYNE, ADCLPH
ALLEN, BAKER, BEBKO- JONES, BROWNE, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CAWLEY,
CORRI GAN, COY, CURRY, FICHTER, FREEMAN, GEORGE, HARHAI,
HARPER, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HESS, HORSEY, JAMES, LAUGHLI N
LEACH, MARSICO, MELIO, S. MLLER PIPPY, READSHAW SAI NATQ,
SAYLOR, STABACK, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR, WASHI NGTON, WEBER AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 10, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MARCH 10, 2003
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 7, 1990 (P.L.639, No.165), entitled
"An act establishing a Statew de hazardous material safety
program creating the Hazardous Material Response Fund;
providing for the creation of Hazardous Material Energency
Response Accounts in each county; further providing for the
powers and duties of the Pennsylvania Emergency Managenent
Agency, of the Pennsylvani a Emergency Managenent Council and
of the counties and | ocal governnents; inposing obligations
on certain handlers of hazardous materials; and inposing
penal ties,"” further providing for certified hazardous
mat eri al response teans.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 209(a) of the act of Decenber 7, 1990
(P.L.639, No.165), known as the Hazardous Material Emergency
Pl anni ng and Response Act, anended Decenber 20, 2000 (P.L.885,
No. 121), is anended to read:

Section 209. Certified hazardous material response teans.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The council shall establish a programfor



1 certifying hazardous naterial response teans, setting standards
2 for training, equipnent, safety, operations and adm ni stration
3 of the teans. The certification programshall include, but not
4 be limted to:

5 (1) Standards for certifying response teans with several

6 preparedness |l evels patterned after |evels established by the

7 United States Cccupational Safety and Health Adm nistration

8 at 29 CFR Part 1910. 120.

9 (2) Review ng existing hazardous material training and
10 certification prograns to establish specific procedures for
11 crediting that training and certification under the program
12 established by this section.

13 (3) Reviewing the existing standards for the training
14 and equi pnent needed to prepare regi onal hazardous nateri al
15 organi zations to respond to biological and chem cal

16 energencies that are a result of a terrorist incident.

17 * %k

18 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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