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AN ACT
Providing for a honestead exclusion for ol der Pennsyl vani ans.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the d der
Pennsyl vani ans Honmest ead Excl usi on Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Claimant.” A person who files a claimfor a honestead
excl usion as provided by this act and who is:

(1) qualified for a property tax or rent rebate under

the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the
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Senior Citizens Rebate and Assistance Act;

(2) one of the follow ng:

(i) 65 years of age or older; or
(i) a wdow or wi dower 50 years of age or ol der.

"Honestead."” As defined in 53 Pa.C.S. § 8401 (relating to
definitions).

"School district." A school district of the first class A
second class, third class or fourth class, including any
i ndependent school district.

Section 3. Honestead excl usion.

(a) Exclusion.--A school district may exclude fromreal
property taxation an anount not exceedi ng 25% of the assessed
val ue of a claimant's honest ead.

(b) Admnistration and limtations.--

(1) A nmarried claimant shall have the sanme honestead as
the claimant's spouse unless the claimnt and the clainmnt's
spouse lived apart for the 12 nonths preceding the
application for a honmestead exclusion or are separated
pursuant to a witten separation agreemnent.

(2) The exclusion provided under this act is separate
from any exclusion granted under 53 Pa.C. S. 8§ 8583 (relating
to exclusion for honestead property).

(3) The total dollar amount of the honestead excl usion
provi ded under this act and under 53 Pa.C. S. 8 8583 shall not
exceed the assessed val ue of the honmestead with respect to
any school district offering an exclusion under this act and
under 53 Pa.C. S. § 8583.

Section 4. Caimfor honestead excl usion.
(a) Filing.--A claimfor a honmestead exclusion under this

act shall be filed with the school district at |east 90 days
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prior to the beginning of the fiscal year for which the claimis
made on a form prescribed by the school district.

(b) Proof.--Each claimshall include reasonable proof of the
age and marital status of the clainmant, the size and nature of
the property clained as a honestead and such ot her reasonable
i nformation the school district shall require in order to
determ ne the correctness of the claim

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 180 days.

A8L72DMS/ 20030H0731B0858 - 3 -



