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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 671 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BUNT, DALEY, HARPER, MYERS, BAKER, BARD, BASTI AN,
BELFANTI, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, COY, DALLY, EACHUS, FEESE,
FI CHTER, FLEAGLE, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, CElI ST, CGEORGE, GODSHALL
HARHAI , HASAY, HENNESSEY, HERVAN, HERSHEY, HORSEY, JAMES,
KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LEH, LEWS, MANDERI NO, MARSI CO
McCALL, McdE LL, Ml LHI NNEY, R M LLER, PETRARCA, PRESTON,
ROHRER, RGOSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO SATHER, SAYLOR, SCHRODER
SEMVEL, SHANER, SOLOBAY, STEIL, R STEVENSON, T. STEVENSQON,
TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, WALKO, WANSACZ, WATSON,
WLT, YOUNGBLOCD AND ZUG MARCH 5, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 5, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), entitled "An
act authorizing the creation of agricultural areas," further
provi di ng for purchase of agricultural conservation
easenents; and abrogating a regul ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 14.1(d) of the act of June 30, 1981
(P.L.128, No.43), known as the Agricultural Area Security Law,
anended May 30, 2001 (P.L.103, No.14), is anended to read:
Section 14.1. Purchase of agricultural conservation easenents.

* x *

(d) Program approval. --

(1) The standards, criteria and requirenents established

by the State board for State board approval of county



1 prograns for purchasing agricultural conservation easenents
2 shal | include, but not be limted to, the extent to which the
3 county progranms consider and address the foll ow ng:

4 (i) The quality of the farm ands subject to the

5 proposed easenents, including soil classification and

6 soil productivity ratings. Farm and consi dered shoul d

7 i ncl ude soils which do not have the highest soi

8 classifications and soil productivity ratings but which
9 are conduci ve to producing crops unique to the area.

10 (ii) The likelihood that the farm ands woul d be

11 converted to nonagricultural use unless subject to an
12 agricultural conservation easenent. Areas in the county
13 devoted primarily to agricultural use where devel opnment
14 is occurring or is likely to occur in the next 20 years
15 shoul d be identified. For purposes of considering the
16 I'i kel i hood of conversion, the existence of a zoning

17 classification of the land shall not be relevant, but the
18 mar ket for nonfarm use or devel opnent of farnl ands shal
19 be rel evant.
20 (1i.1) Proximty of the farm ands subject to
21 proposed easenents to other agricultural parcels in the
22 county which are subject to agricultural conservation
23 easenents.
24 (1i1) The stewardship of the |Iand and use of
25 conservation practices and best | and managenent
26 practices, including, but not limted to, soil erosion
27 and sedi nentation control and nutrient managenent.
28 (iv) Fair, equitable, objective and
29 nondi scrim natory procedures for determ ning purchase
30 priorities.
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25
26
27

(v) Require a farmand tract to be conti guous

acreage of at | east 50 acres in size unless the tract is

at least 10 acres in size and is either utilized for a

crop unique to the area or is contiquous to a property

whi ch has a perpetual conservati on easenent in place held

by a "qualified conservati on organi zati on," as defined in

section 170(h)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986

(Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. 8 170(h)(3)). A county nay

require a farm and tract to be conti guous acreage of at

| east 25 acres in size unless the tract is at | east ten

acres in size and is either utilized for a crop uni que to

the area or is contiguous to a property which has a

per petual conservati on easenent in place held by a

"qualified conservati on organi zati on," as defined in

section 170(h)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

(2) The State board shall act on a county's program for
pur chasi ng agricultural conservation easenments within 60 days
of its receipt, and shall notify inmmediately the county in
witing of approval or disapproval of its programin
accordance with the criteria set forth in this subsection.
Failure of the State board to act on the subm ssion of a
county program under this provision within 60 days of its
recei pt shall be deened to constitute approval of the county
program by the State board.

Section 2. The provisions of 7 Pa. Code 8§ 138e.16(a)(2) are

abr ogat ed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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