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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 519 =5

| NTRODUCED BY DelLUCA, BEBKO-JONES, Bl SHOP, COHEN, CRElI GHTON,

CRUZ, DALEY, D. EVANS, HORSEY, JOSEPHS, MELI O MYERS
PRESTON, RCEBUCK, RUFFI NG R STEVENSQON, TANGRETTI, THOVAS
AND WASHI NGTON, FEBRUARY 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE

FEBRUARY 26, 2003

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), entitled

"An act reformng the I aw on nedical professional liability;
providing for patient safety and reporting; establishing the
Patient Safety Authority and the Patient Safety Trust Fund;
abrogating regul ations; providing for nedical professional
liability informed consent, damages, expert qualifications,
limtations of actions and nedical records; establishing the
I nterbranch Comm ssi on on Venue; providing for nedical
professional liability insurance; establishing the Medical
Care Availability and Reduction of Error Fund; providing for
nmedi cal professional liability clains; establishing the Joint
Underwriting Association; regulating nedical professional
l[iability insurance; providing for medical |icensure

regul ation; providing for adm nistration; inposing penalties;
and maki ng repeals,” providing for physician |icense
suspensi on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), known

as the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mare)
Act, is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 908. 1. Li censure board-i nposed |icense suspensi on.

(a) Reporting requirenent.--Each entity whi ch nmakes a
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paynent under an i nsurance policy, self-insurance, or otherw se,

for the benefit of a physician in settlenent of or in

sati sfaction in whole or in part of a claimor judgnent agai nst

a physician for nedical professional liability shall report

within 48 hours of making the paynent the i nfornati on required

under 45 CFR 8 60.7 (relating to reporti ng nedi cal mal practi ce

paynents) to the State Board of Medicine or the State Board of

Ost eopat hi c Medi ci ne, as appropri at e.

(b)Y Physician |license suspension.--In addition to any

authority of the State Board of Medicine and the State Board of

Ost eopat hic Medicine to suspend the |icense of a physici an under

this act, the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known

as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, or the act of COctober 5,

1978 (P.L.1109, No.261), known as the Osteopathi c Medi cal

Practice Act, the State Board of Medicine and the State Board of

Ost eopat hi c Medi ci ne shall have the power and duty to suspend

i medi ately the |icense of any physici an who has three paid

medi cal professional liability clains within the i medi ately

precedi ng seven yvears. The period of suspension shall be no | ess

t han 60 days, which period may be extended by the |icensure

board. Upon suspensi on of a physician's |license, the |licensure

board nust commence i nmedi ately an i nvesti gati on of the

physi ci an for the purpose of inposing additional disciplinary

sanctions or corrective neasures as warranted.

(c) Procedure.--All actions of a licensure board under this

section shall be taken subject to the right of notice, hearing,

adj udi cati on and appeal therefromin accordance with the

provisions of 2 Pa.C.S. (relating to adnm nistrative | aw and

pr ocedure).

(d) Nonapplicability.--This section shall not apply to
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physi ci ans exenpt under section 711(j).

(e) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "paid

medi cal professional liability clainm includes, but is not

limted to, an i ndemity paynent and noney paid as a result of a

settl enent or judgnent in a nedical professional liability

acti on agai nst a physi ci an.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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