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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 486 *%%”

I NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, CAPPELLI
CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, D. EVANS, FLICK, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEORGE, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, KI RKLAND
LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LEDERER, LEW S, MELI O PALLONE, PETRARCA
READSHAW ROCONEY, SAI NATO, SHANER, STABACK, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMVAS, Tl GUE, WALKO, WEBER, J. WLLIAMS, WOINARGCSKI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 25, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 25, 2003
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for obstruction of
| aw or governnent.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5101 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 5101. (Obstructing adm nistration of |aw or other governnental

functi on.

[A] (a) General rule.--Except as set forth in subsection

(b), a person commits a m sdeneanor of the second degree if he

intentionally [obstructs,] does any of the follow ng:

(1) Obstructs, inmpairs or perverts the adm nistration of

| aw or ot her governnental function by force, violence,
physi cal interference or obstacle, breach of official duty,

or any other unlawful act[, except that this].



(2) Intimdates an individual to refrain frominform ng,

reporting to or cooperating with an agency of the

Commpnweal th or of a political subdivision.

(b) Exception.--This section does not apply to flight by a

person charged with crinme, refusal to submt to arrest, failure
to performa legal duty other than an official duty, or any
ot her nmeans of avoiding conpliance with [aw without affirmative

interference with governnmental functions.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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