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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 439 5

| NTRODUCED BY RUFFI NG, WALKO, COLEMAN, CASORI O, CORRI GAN, COSTA,
CRElI GHTON, CRUZ, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS, KELLER, MELI G
Pl STELLA, PRESTQN, SOLOBAY, STABACK, TANGRETTI, J. TAYLOR AND
THOVAS, FEBRUARY 25, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LI QUOR CONTROL, FEBRUARY 25, 2003
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, prohibiting firearns and of fensive
weapons on bottle club prem ses; and prescribing a penalty.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 7331. Firearns and of f ensi ve weapons on bottl e club prem ses.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person commts an offense if:

(1) he is a bottle club owner, proprietor, operator,

servant, agent or enpl oyee of a bottle club and pernits on

preni ses used as a bottle club or in any place operated in

connection therewith any firearm or offensi ve weapon; or

(2) he possesses a firearmor offensive weapon on the

prenmi ses of a bottle club or causes a firearmor offensive

weapon to be present on the prenises of a bottle club.

(b)Y Absolute liability.--Wth respect to an of fense




1 specified in subsection (a), intent, know edge, recklessness or

2 negligence is not required.

3 (c) Corporate liability.--Wth respect to an offense

4 specified in subsection (a)(1), a corporation that owns or

5 operates a bottle club is liable for the acts of its servants,

6 agents and enployees as pernmtted by section 307 (relating to

7 liability of organizations and certain related persons).

8 (d) Gading.--

9 (1) A person who violates subsection (a)(1l) conmits a
10 m sdeneanor of the first degree. If a firearmor offensive
11 weapon is used, enployed or otherw se operated on the
12 prenmi ses of a bottle club, the person who violates subsection
13 (a)(1) conmits a felony of the third degree.

14 (2) A person who violates subsection (a)(2) conmits a
15 nm sdeneanor of the first degree.

16 (e) Exceptions.--Subsection (a)(1) and (2) shall not apply
17 to:

18 (1) The lawful performance of official duties by an

19 of ficer, agent or enployee of the United States, the

20 Conmonweal th or a political subdivision who is authorized by
21 | aw to engage in _or supervise the prevention, detection,

22 i nvestigation or prosecution of any violation of |aw

23 (2) An owner, proprietor, operator, servant, agent or
24 enpl oyee who may otherwi se |lawfully possess a firearm

25 (f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng

26 words and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
27 subsection:

28 "Bottle club.” The termshall have the sane neaning given to

29 it in section 7329 (relating to prohibition of certain types of

30 entertainment on bottle club pren ses).
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"Firearm" Any weapon which is designed to or may readily be

converted to expel any projectile by the action of an expl osi ve,

or the frane or receiver of any such weapon.

"OfFf ensi ve weapon." A bonb, grenade, nachi ne gun, sawed-off

shotgun with a barrel |less than 18 i nches, firearm specially

made or specially adapted for conceal nent or silent di scharge,

any bl ackj ack, sandbag, netal knuckl es, dagger, knife, razor or

cutting instrument, the bl ade of which is exposed in an
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automati ¢ way by switch, push-button, spring nechani sm or
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otherwi se, or other inplenent for the infliction of serious
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bodily injury which serves no conmon | awf ul purpose.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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