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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 26 %

| NTRODUCED BY ALLEN, ARGALL, GOODVAN, GEORGE, BUXTQON, CAWLEY,
DeLUCA, EACHUS, FAI RCH LD, GORDNER, HARHART, HERMAN,
KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEH, M|l LHATTAN, FEESE, THOVAS, SATHER
AND MANDERI NO, JANUARY 29, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
JANUARY 29, 2003
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AN ACT

Requi ri ng host nunicipality agreenents for certain nunicipal and
residual waste facilities; and establishing a noratorium

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Solid Waste
Mor at ori um Act .

Section 2. Definitions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Unless specifically defined in this
section, the ternms in this act have the same neani ng as provided
in the act of July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as the Solid
Wast e Managenment Act, or the act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556,

No. 101), known as the Municipal Waste Pl anning, Recycling and
Wast e Reduction Act, or regulations of the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection pronul gated thereunder.

(b) Definitions.--As used in this act, the follow ng words



1 and phrases shall have the nmeanings given to themin this

2 subsection:

3 "Commercial solid waste landfill.”™ A landfill permtted or

4 proposed for permtting under the act of July 7, 1980 (P.L. 380,
5 No.97), known as the Solid Waste Managenent Act, for the

6 disposal of rmunicipal waste, residual waste or m xed nunici pal

7 and residual waste, including m xed municipal or residual waste
8 and construction and denolition debris. The term does not

9 include a landfill used for the exclusive disposal of

10 construction and denolition waste or debris or a captive

11 residual waste facility.

12 "Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Protection of
13 the Commonweal th and its authorized representatives.

14 "Expansi on nodification.” An application for permt

15 nodification filed by an owner or operator of a commercial solid
16 waste landfill or resource recovery facility which requests an
17 expansion, either laterally or vertically, of a permt area.

18 "Host municipality.” A nmunicipality other than the county

19 within which a commercial solid waste landfill or resource
20 recovery facility or any portion of a permt area is |ocated or
21 is proposed to be | ocated.
22 "Host municipality agreenent.” A witten, |legally binding
23 docunent or documents executed by authorized officials of each
24 host municipality and an owner or operator of a comrercial solid
25 waste landfill or resource recovery facility.
26 "Muni ci pal Waste Pl anni ng, Recycling and Waste Reducti on
27 Act." The act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556, No.101), known as the
28 Munici pal Waste Pl anni ng, Recycling and WAste Reduction Act.
29 "Pennsyl vania Municipalities Planning Code.”" The act of July

30 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), known as the Pennsyl vani a
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Muni ci palities Planning Code.

"Permit." A permt issued pursuant to the act of July 7,
1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as the Solid Waste Managenent Act.
"Secretary."” The Secretary of Environnental Protection of

t he Commonweal t h.

"Solid Waste Managenent Act." The act of July 7, 1980
(P.L.380, No.97), known as the Solid Waste Managenent Act.

"Vol une nodification.” An application for permt
nodi fication filed by an owner or operator of a commercial solid
waste landfill or resource recovery facility which requests an
i ncreased in average or maxi mum daily waste vol une.

Section 3. Construction of act.

(a) Liberal construction.--This act shall be liberally
construed so as best to achieve and effectuate the goals and
pur poses of this act.

(b) Pari materia.--This act shall be construed in par
materia with the Solid Waste Managenment Act, the Municipal Waste
Pl anni ng, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act and sections 1935-A
and 1936- A of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929.

Section 4. Mratorium

(a) GCeneral rule.--For a period of three years fromthe
effective date of this section, and subject to continuation of
such period under subsection (b):

(1) The departnment nmay not accept an application for a
permt nodification nor issue a permt or permt nodification
under the Solid Waste Managenent Act for the construction,
expansion or operation of a facility.

(2) The department nmay not accept for review nor issue a

permt nodification that would result in an increase in
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average daily volume or maximumdaily volunme at a facility.

(b) Annual review of Statew de landfill capacity and
usage.--N nety days before the first and the second anniversary
of the inposition of the noratoriumperiod set forth in
subsection (a), the secretary shall review Statew de | andfil
capacity and usage. If the secretary determ nes that unused
Statewide landfill capacity continues to be equal or nore than
six years of unused landfill capacity remains, then the
norat ori um shall continue to the original ending date of the
norat ori um and the secretary shall publish notice of such
continuation as a notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

(c) Construction.--Unless specifically defined in this act,
the ternms in this section have the sane neaning as provided in
the Solid Waste Managenent Act or the Minicipal Waste Pl anning,
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act or regul ations of the
depart ment pronul gated thereunder.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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