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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 243 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, BRI GHTBI LL, EARLL, MOWERY, STOUT,
LEMMOND, DENT, ORI E, TOWLI NSON, WAGNER, D. VWH TE, MJSTQ
ERI CKSQN, KI TCHEN, BOSCCLA, KUKOVI CH, LOGAN, COSTA, RHOADES,
O PAKE AND SCARNATI, JUNE 4, 2002

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, JUNE 4, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Decl aring the week of July 22 through 28, 2002, as "Slovak
Heritage Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Large-scale Slovak imrmigration to the United States
began in the Iate 1870s, when Slovakia was a part of the Austro-
Hungari an enpire adm ni stered by Hungary; and

WHEREAS, Between 1880 and the m d-1920s approxi mately 500, 000
Sl ovaks imm grated to the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mbst Sl ovaks inmm grated for econom c reasons,
seeki ng enpl oynment in regions where mgjor industries such as
steel manufacturing and coal m ning needed unskilled |abor; and

WHEREAS, Their em gration from Sl ovakia before Wrld War | is
a story of success, garnering the respect of all Anmericans and
| ayi ng the groundwork for future generations; and

WHEREAS, Sl ovaks are one of the largest ethnic groups in
North Anerica; and

WHEREAS, More than half of Slovak inmgrants settled in this

Commonweal t h; and
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WHEREAS, The majority of the Sl ovak-Anerican community today
is conprised of descendants of immgrants who arrived in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries; and

WHEREAS, Sl ovak Anericans naintain aspects of their ethnic
heritage through religious and famly traditions; and

VWHEREAS, Stefan Banic, a Slovak born in Snolenice in the
Trnava region of the Austro-Hungarian enpire, inmgrated to the
United States in 1907 and settled near Geenville, Mercer
County; and

VHEREAS, Stefan Banic, who worked in the bitum nous coa
m nes near Geenville, obtained the first patent for a
par achut e; and

WHEREAS, Although Stefan Banic obtained a patent for his
parachute, he donated it to the United States Governnent in
exchange for an honorary nenbership in the Arny Air Corps; and

VHEREAS, Stefan Banic returned to Czechosl ovakia after Wrld
War | and died there in 1941; and

WHEREAS, The 11th Annual Stefan Bani c Skydi ving Festival and
3rd Annual Pennsylvania State Parachuti ng Chanpi onshi ps are
bei ng held July 26 through 28, 2002, at the G eenville Minicipal
Airport; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate honor the nenory of Stefan Banic
and encourage the preservation, study, celebration and sharing
of Slovak heritage; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate declare the week of July 22 through

28, 2002, as "Slovak Heritage Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.
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