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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 153 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, LAVALLE, KUKOVI CH, COSTA, BOSCOLA, LOGAN,

TARTAGLI ONE, BELL, BODACK, O PAKE AND WAUGH, JANUARY 29, 2002

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, JANUARY 29, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urging every State agency, State-owned and State-rel ated

institution of higher education and recipient of State grants

or funding to take certain appropriate action to achieve
i mproved and equal access for wonmen to quality health care

and urging the establishnment of a permanent office of wonen's

health within the Departnent of Health.

WHEREAS, State governnment can increase its support for
wonen's health and can nmake a significant difference in
i mprovi ng the status of wonen's health; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are netabolically, hornonally and
physi ol ogically different fromnen and have different patterns
of health and di sease, and sone di seases are nore comon in
worren than in nen; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are nore likely to suffer fromchronic
di seases as evidenced by the fact that nore than one in five
worren have some form of cardi ovascul ar di sease and one in two
wonen wi || have an osteoporosis-related fracture in her
lifetime; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are three tinmes nore likely to devel op

rheumatoid arthritis and two to three tines nore likely to
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suf fer from depression; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are | ess often referred for diagnostic tests
and less often treated for heart di sease conpared to nen; and

WHEREAS, Wnen snokers are 20%to 70% nore likely to devel op
| ung cancer, and wonen are ten tinmes nore likely than nmen to
contract H V during unprotected sex; and

VWHEREAS, Wonren out nunber men three to one as residents of
long-termcare facilities; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are nuch nore likely to provide health care to
fam |y menbers and nake health care deci sions, and wonmen spend
two of every three health care dollars; and

VWHEREAS, There is abundant evi dence that wonen are
undertreated conpared to nen and underrepresented in health
studi es; and

WHEREAS, There has been sone national attention on wonen's
health care issues and sone |legislative activity by the Congress
of the United States on access issues, but there remains little
change in vitally inportant preventive care and treatnent
i ssues; and

WHEREAS, In a recent survey of voters, alnpbst 80% of wonen
and 60% of nmen favored a wonen's health care platform which
supports relevant care, relevant research and rel evant education
for wonen; and

WHEREAS, Ni ne out of ten nmen and wonen agree that wonen have
the right to access quality health care, including the |atest
t echnol ogi es and appropriate diagnostic tests; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate urge every State agency, State-
owned or State-related institution of higher education, and
reci pient of State grants or funding to take appropriate action

to achi eve i nproved and equal access for wonen to quality health
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care, including:

(1) Provide wonen equal access to quality health care,

i ncluding state-of-the-art nedical advances and technol ogy.

(2) Increase the nunber of wonmen covered by
conprehensi ve health care insurance, with primary and
preventive health care for all wonen

(3) Prevent serious health problenms by tinely diagnosis
and treatnent prograns.

(4) Pronote strategies to increase patient access to
recommended di agnostic and screening tests, preventive health
regi mens and recommended treatnents.

(5) Encourage uni npeded access to health care providers
who specialize in wonen's health

(6) Create and pronote public-private partnerships to
establish prograns designed to inprove the scope and quality
of wonmen's health care.

(7) Inprove comuni cations between health care providers
and patients.

(8) Continue to expand participation of wonen in
clinical trials.

(9) Increase governnent and private research on wonen's
heal th issues, the differences between nen and wonen and how
these differences inpact quality health care.

(10) Conduct nore outconmes research to denonstrate the
short-termand | ong-term val ue of wonen's health care
i nterventions and preventive heal th neasures.

(11) Expand medi cal and nursing school curricula in the
area of wonen's health and educate students of that curricula
about gender bi ol ogy.

(12) Support public education canpaigns to increase
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wonen' s awar eness of their unique health risks and how to
negoti ate the conplexities of the health care systemand to
demand and obtain the best care avail abl e.

(13) Conduct public health canpaigns via State and | ocal
departnments of public health with private sector partners to
focus on key wonen's preventive health issues.

(14) Urge the establishment of a permanent office of
wonen's health within the Departnment of Health to raise
awar eness of wonen's special health care needs and advocate
initiatives to address them

(15) Foster devel opnent and di ssem nation of publicly
avai l abl e information on the quality of health care and
heal t h out cones that inprove wonen's ability to choose the
best health care pl an.

(16) Expand State screening prograns targeted at | ower-
i ncome wonen to include a full range of known risk factors;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the organi zati on known as Wnen | n Gover nnment

is comrended for its enterprise in bringing to this Comobnweal th
| eadership in attaining inproved and equal access for wonmen to
qual ity health care, technol ogies and treatnents, educating
researchers about gender differences and securing uni npeded

access to wonen's health providers.
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