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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 50 =55
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to revisit the

i ssue of nuscul oskel etal disorders and support neani ngful

| egi sl ation that addresses this serious health issue that

affects mllions of American workers.

WHEREAS, On-the-job activities such as heavy lifting and
repetitive notions and jobs where workers are exposed to force
and vibration or are required to adopt awkward posture can cause
nmuscul oskel etal disorders such as back injuries and injuries to
t he upper extremties; and

WHEREAS, Muscul oskeletal injuries are a major problem across
every sector of our econony, as neat-packing workers, poultry
wor kers, nurses, cashiers, assenbly-line workers, conputer
users, truck drivers, stock handlers, sewi ng machi ne operators
and construction workers are anong the groups nost commonly
af fected by nuscul oskel etal disorders and ergonom c injuries;
and

WHEREAS, Muscul oskel etal disorders account for nearly one-

third of all serious job-related injuries in the United States
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and i npose an econom ¢ burden of $45 billion to $50 billion per
year; and

WHEREAS, Annually nore than 2 mllion Anerican workers suffer
from muscul oskel etal disorders as a result of their jobs,
resulting not only in a high cost to enployers but a high degree
of worker dissatisfaction and absenteei sm and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the Cccupational Safety and Health
Adm nstration (OSHA) ergonomics standard is to alleviate the
probl enms associated with work-rel ated nuscul oskel etal disorders
wi t hout inposing an undue burden on enpl oyers; and

WHEREAS, The OSHA ergonom cs standard will prevent nore than
4.6 mllion injuries to nmenbers of our country's work force over
t he next decade with a savings to enployers throughout the
United States of over $9 million per year; and

WHEREAS, As the result of a ten-year public process initiated
by former Secretary of Labor, Elizabeth Dol e, on Novenber 14,
2000, OSHA issued its final ergonom cs standard; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has voted to
repeal the ergonom c standard ainmed at curbing repetitive notion
injuries; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
menorialize the Congress of the United States to revisit the
i ssue of nuscul oskel etal disorders and support neani ngful
| egi sl ation that addresses this serious health issue that
affects mllions of Anmerican workers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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