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A RESCLUTI ON

Decl aring the week of March 18 through 24, 2001, as "Poi son
Preventi on Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The health and safety of this Conmonweal th's
citizens, especially our children, is an omi present and
pressi ng concern; and

WHEREAS, More than 7 mllion accidental poisonings occur each
year in the United States; and

WHEREAS, O these accidental poisonings, 90% occur in the
home, with 60% i nvol ving children under six years of age; and

WHEREAS, Many of these poi sonings could be avoi ded t hrough
education and sinple safety precautions; and

WHEREAS, The poi son control centers serving this Comobnweal th
give imredi ate informati on and treatnent advice fromtoxicol ogy
prof essi onal s regardi ng suspected toxic exposures to drugs,
chem cal s and plants; and

WHEREAS, These poi son control centers provide services 24

hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year; and
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WHEREAS, These poi son control centers have managed 130, 000
poi son exposure calls and have provided information for an
addi tional 47,000 callers; and

WHEREAS, These poi son control centers provide services that
all ow for 75% of poi son exposures to be treated in the hone,
avoi di ng unnecessary hospital emergency room costs; and

WHEREAS, It has been estimated that the poison control

centers save $26 mllion annually in enmergency health care costs
in this Commonwealth, with an estimted savings of $5 mllion to
the Medicaid programand $18 million to private insurers;

therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate declare the week of March 18
t hrough 24, 2001, as "Poison Prevention Wek" in Pennsylvani a
and express appreciation to the poison control centers in this
Commonweal th for their efforts to pronote the reduction of
norbidity and nortality from poi sonings through the
di ssem nati on of poison information and treatnent advice, public

and professional education and scientific research.
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