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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1465 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, O PAKE, MELLOW LOGAN, COSTA, BGODACK,
WAGNER, STACK, STQUT, C. WLLIAMS5, KUKOVI CH, TARTAG.I ONE,
KI TCHEN, KASUNI C, MJUSTO, HUGHES, A. W LLIAMS5, BOSCOLA,
LAVALLE, WXZNI AK, FUMO, CONTI, RHOADES, GREENLEAF, PUNT AND
TOVLI NSON, JUNE 7, 2002

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, JUNE 7, 2002

O O~NOOITAWNEF

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” establishing criteria and authority
for school districts to include character education in
curriculum pl anni ng and the Character Education G ant
Program
The Ceneral Assenbly finds that:

(1) Character education assists in positive social,
enotional and ethical devel opnent of students by teaching,
nodel i ng and practicing basic civic values and character
traits.

(2) Integration of these character traits into the
curriculum extracurricular activities and school -w de
cul ture conbined with an enphasis on comunity outreach and a
service ethic furthers the internalization of core civic
val ues.

(3) Were character education initiatives have been



1 assessed in studies spanning over 20 years, results

2 consi stently show that students in those schools:

3 (i) Engage in nore pro-social behavior

4 (ii) Are nore skilled at resolving interpersona

5 conflicts.

6 (ii1) Are nore concerned about others.

7 (iv) Are nore committed to civic val ues.

8 (v) Are nore interested in |earning.

9 (4) The purposes of a character education program are
10 t o:

11 (i) Educate students in basic civic values and

12 character traits that are:

13 (A) Beneficial and essential to civilized

14 soci ety.

15 (B) Conmon to the diverse social, cultural and
16 religious groups of this Conmonwealt h.

17 (i) Instill in students a service ethic and

18 encour age individual outreach to the community.

19 (ti1) Pronote student achi evenent and | earning and
20 devel op civic-m nded students through character
21 educati on.
22 (i1v) Reduce student disciplinary problens through
23 character education.
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
25 hereby enacts as follows:
26 Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
27 as the Public School Code of 1949, is anended by addi ng an
28 article to read:
29 ARTI CLE XV-D
30 CHARACTER EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
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Secti on 1501-D. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Character education." A course of instruction designed to

educate and assi st students in devel opi ng basic civic val ues and

character traits, a service ethic and community outreach and

thus to i nprove the school environnent and student achi evenent

and | ear ni ng.

"Character educati on program or "program"™ A program

desi gned and i npl enented by a school district to provide a

course of character education to students in that school

district. This termincludes, but is not limted to:

(1) Professional education for professional educators

for the delivery of character educati on.

(2) Participation in professional educati on prograns by

menbers of the Character Educati on Advi sory G oup.

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Grant program" The Character Educati on Grant Program

establ i shed by secti on 1504- D

"Prof essi onal educator." An individual who holds a

Pennsyl vani a teacher, educati onal specialist or admnistrative

certification or letter of eligibility.

"Secretary." The Secretary of Educati on of the Commonweal t h.

Secti on 1502-D. Character educati on program

(a) Authorization.--The board of school directors of a

school district nay establish and i npl enent a char acter

education programin its school s.

(b)Y Curriculumcontents. --The program nay i ncl ude and teach
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the followi ng basic civil values and character traits:

(1) Trustworthiness, including honesty, integrity,

reliability and | oyal ty.

(2) Respect, including regard for others, tol erance and

(3) Responsibility, including hard work, econonm c self-

reliance, accountability, diligence, perseverance and self -

contr ol

(4) Fairness, including justice, consequences of bad

behavi or, principles of nondi scrimnati on and freedom from

(5) Caring, including kindness, enpathy, conpassion,

consi deration, generosity and charity.

(6) Citizenship, including | ove of country, concern for

the commobn good, respect for authority and the | aw and

communi ty m ndedness.

(c) Additional el enents.--The program nay al so i ncl ude and

teach the i nportance of a service ethic and conmunity outreach

(d) Character educati on advi sory group. --

(1) |If a board of school directors elects to establish

the program the board of school directors shall devel op the

programin consultation with a character educati on advi sory

group. The board of directors of a school district shal

appoi nt the nenbers of the character educati on advi sory

group..

(2) A character educati on advisory group shall consult

with and advi se the board of school directors in the

devel opnent of the program The nmenbers of the character

educati on advi sory group shall elect a chairperson of the

group..
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(3) The board of school directors shall appoint to the

character educati on advi sory group no | ess than two

representatives fromeach of the foll owi ng groups:

(e)

(i) Parents and | egal quardi ans of students in the

school district.

(ii) Teachers and adm ni strators enpl oyed by the

school district.

(iii) Oher nenbers of the community where the

school district is |ocated, including social, cultural,

busi ness and religi ous | eaders.

(4) The board of school directors shall:

(i) Cooperate and consult with the character

educati on advi sory qroup.

(ii) Provide assistance and relevant naterials to

t he character educati on advi sory qgroup.

(5) (i) The character education advisory qgroup shal

consult with and advi se the board of school directors

until such tine that the programis fully devel oped and

deened conpl et ed.

(ii) The board of school directors shall have the

sole authority to determ ne the conpl etion of the

program and nmay el ect to continue the duration of the

character educati on advi sory group for up to two

addi ti onal years for the purpose of receiving

consul tation and advice fromthe character educati on

advi sory group regardi ng the school district's

i mpl enentati on of the program

I ntegrati on of concepts into total curriculum--The

29 programshall be integrated into the school procedures and

30

environnent and structured to instruct primarily through
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exanpl e. C assroominstruction may al so be used to suppl enent

t he program

Secti on 1503-D. Departnent duti es and powers.

The departnment shall:

(1) Establish criteria and guidelines for the

establi shnent and i npl enentati on of prograns that are

consistent with this article. These quidelines shall al so

i ncl ude nethods of evaluating the prograns and curri cul a.

(2) Provide resources and techni cal assi stance to boards

of directors of school districts regardi ng the establi shnent

and i npl enent ati on of successful prograns, upon the reqguest

of the board of directors of the school district.

(3) Ildentify and anal yze effective proqgrans and

practi ces and rel ated professi onal devel opnent for

pr of essi onal educators and provide such information to a

school district upon request of the board of directors of the

school district.

(4) Collect and di ssenmi nate anong school districts

i nformati on regardi ng prograns and practi ces and potenti al

support sources, including character educati on prograns that

have been successfully established and i npl enented i n other

states.

(5) Provide resources and techni cal assi stance to boards

of school directors of school districts that support the

pr of essi onal devel opnent of professional educators in the

establ i shnent and i npl enentati on of the program

(6) Collect and di sseni nate anong school districts

i nformati on regardi ng effective professi onal education for

pr of essi onal educators regardi ng the establi shnent and

i mpl enentati on of the program
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(7) Seek, apply for and accept grants or contri buti ons

of funds fromany public or private source, including the

accept ance of Federal funds appropriated by the CGeneral

Assenbly for the purposes of this article.

(8) Establish and award grants under the grant program

to assist school districts in establishing and i npl enenting

(9) WMuintain a list of school districts that have

establ i shed and i npl enented the program pursuant to this

article.

(10) Prepare and subnit an annual report to the

Educati on Conmittee of the Senate and the Educati on Conm ttee

of the House of Representatives regardi ng the adm ni stration

and operation of prograns and grants awarded under the grant

program The report shall incl ude:

(i) A sunmary of the quidelines and criteria

establi shed by the departnent and the establishment and

operati on of the grant program

(ii) Alisting of the sources of fundi ng sought by

the departnment for use in the grant program

(iii) Alisting of the nunber of school districts

t hat establi shed and i npl enent ed prograns.

(iv) A description of each school district's program

and the integration into the curricul um

(v) A description of neasures utilized by school

districts to provide parent, professional educator and

communi ty i nvol venent.

Secti on 1504-D. Character Educati on Grant Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established in the

30 departnent the Character Educati on Grant Program for the purpose
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of funding the establi shnent and i npl enentati on of a program by

a school district.

(b)) Eligibility.--A school district, that establishes and

i mpl enents the programin conpliance with the requirenents

est abl i shed under section 1502-D and with departnent criteria

and qui del i nes established under section 1503-D, may apply to

the departnment for a grant. Grants shall be awarded to eligible

school districts fromfunds appropri ated and funds recei ved by

the departnment for this purpose.

(c) Pernmtted uses.--The grant shall be used by a school

district to fund the establishnment and i npl enentati on of the

(d) Adoption of application procedures.--The secretary shal

adopt such procedures, rules and formas may be necessary to

i mpl enent this grant program by regul ati on.

(e) Application forns.--Applications shall be made to the

departnent in such formand at such tine as the secretary nay

prescri be by requl ati on.

(f) Oher fundi ng sources. --Funds recei ved under the grant

program nay be used in conjunction with funds recei ved from any

other public or private source.

Secti on 1505-D. Pr ohi bited i nstructi on.

Nothing in this article shall be construed to authorize a

board of school directors of a school district to establish and

i mpl enent the programin such a manner that it instructs,

prosel yti zes or indoctrinates students in a specific religi ous

or political belief.

Secti on 1506- D. Local control.

Nothing in this article shall be construed to require a board

of school directors of a school district to establish and
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i mpl enent the programor to apply for any grant fromthe

Commpnweal th or any other source for the purposes of funding the

establi shnent or inplenentati on of the program

Section 2. This act shall take effect as foll ows:
the act shall take effect imediately.

(2) This section shall take effect imediately.

1

2

3

4

5 (1) The addition of section 1503-D(1), (3) and (7) of
6

7

8 (3) The renminder of this act shall take effect in 90
9

days.
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