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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1240 %55

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, LEMMOND, CONTI, JUBELI RER, BRI GHTBI LL,
THOWPSON, WENGER, HELFRI CK, RHOADES, TOWLI NSON, GREENLEAF
GERLACH, M WH TE, MJRPHY, D. VWH TE, MADI GAN, ERI CKSON AND
HOLL, DECEMBER 6, 2001

SENATOR LEMMOND, STATE GOVERNMENT, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 10, 2001

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 30, 1995 (P.L.170, No.25), entitled "An
2 act providing for voter registration, for registration

3 comm ssions, for renedies and for absentee ballots; inposing
4 penal ti es; making appropriations; and naki ng repeal s, "

5 further providing for the definitions of "district register,”
6 "general register,"” "qualified elector,” "registrant,"

7 "registration records” and "Statew de Uniform Registry of

8 El ectors” or "SURE system ™ for departnental

9 responsi bilities, for conm ssions, for legislative intent,

10 for establishment of SURE system for qualifications to

11 regi ster, for in-person voter registration, for application
12 with driver's license application, for application by mail,
13 for time, for preparation and distribution of applications,
14 for approval of registration applications, for general

15 register, for district registers, for street lists, for

16 public information lists, for retention of records, for

17 removal notices, for transfer of registration, for court of
18 common pleas, for registration, for votes, for official

19 docunents, for |aw enforcenent assistance, for preventing
20 regi stration, for approval of registration, for power of

21 departnent, for renoval of voters and for files; and

22 provi ding for SURE system costs, for SURE registration nunber
23 and for conversion of registration records.

24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:

26 Section 1. The definitions of "district register,” "general

27 register,” "qualified elector,” "registrant,” "registration
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records” and "Statew de Uniform Registry of Electors,” or "SURE
systenmt in section 102 of the act of June 30, 1995 (P.L. 170,

No. 25), known as the Pennsylvania Voter Registration Act, added
June 25, 2001 (P.L.674, No.61), are anended to read:

Section 102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* x *

["District register.” The registration cards or digitized
signature list containing the list of qualified electors:

(1) arranged, by election district, alphabetically by
| ast nane of the registrant; and
(2) prepared by the comm ssion under section 702.]

"District register." The list of reqi stered el ectors

prepared by the commi ssi on under section 702.

* * %
["General register.” The registration record of a county
containing at a mnimumall information required on a

regi stration application and a registration card for al
regi stered electors in the county.]

"Ceneral register." The list of reqistered el ectors prepared

by the conm ssion under section 701.

* * %

"Qualified elector.” An [individual] applicant who possesses
all of the qualifications for voting prescribed by the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and the laws of this Comobnweal th
or who, being otherw se qualified by continued residence in the
el ection district, obtains such qualifications before the next

ensui ng el ection. The termdoes not include a mlitary el ector.
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["Registrant.” An] "Registrant” or "registered elector.” A

this act.
* %
"Regi stration records.”™ The general register, district
regi ster and any other record of registration [of electors]
mai ntai ned by a [county. |If provided in regul ati ons pronul gat ed

under this act, the] comm ssion. The term[shall also refer to]

St at ewi de Uni form Regi stry of El ectors.

* %k

"Statewi de Uni form Registry of Electors” or "SURE system "
The integrated voter registration system|[containing a data
base] of all registered electors in this Comobnweal th

establ i shed by Subchapter B of Chapter 3 of this act.

Section 2. Section 301 of the act, anended June 25, 2001
(P.L.674, No.61), is anended to read:
Section 301. Departnmental responsibilities.
The departnent shall do all of the follow ng:
(1) Provide for applicants to submt their voter
regi stration application to the comm ssion, the Departnent of
Transportation and ot her agenci es designated in section 525.
(2) Prescribe a procedure for the return of conpleted
voter registration applications fromthe Departnent of
Transportation, the Departnent of Public Welfare, arned
forces recruitment centers, Ofices of the Cerk of O phan's
Court and all other offices under this act to the secretary
or the appropriate comm ssion.

(3) Develop [and establish], establish, inplenent and

20010S1240B1607 - 3 -
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to the requirenments of section 321] in _accordance with

Subchapt er B.

(4) Promulgate regul ations necessary to admnister this

act .

Section 3. Section 303(a), (h) and (k) of the act, anmended
June 25, 2001 (P.L.674, No.61), are anmended and the section is
anmended by addi ng a subsection to read:

Section 303. Conmm ssions.

(a) Establishnent.--A [registration] conm ssion is

established in each county. The comm ssion has jurisdiction over

the registration of applicants, qualified el ectors and

* * %

(h) Errors.--A conm ssion [has the power to] shall correct
an error or irregularity in registration and [to] cancel the
regi stration of an individual whomit finds to be inproperly
regi stered, subject only to this act. Witten notice [nust]
shall be nailed or delivered to each individual whose

registration is cancel ed. Wienever a registered elector's nane

is changed for any reason, [that] the reqgistered elector's SURE

regi stration nunber shall remain the same, and the file shal
reflect the former nanme change to the new nane. [A conm ssion
shall pronptly update information contained in its registration
records with regard to such errors or irregularities.]

* %k

(k) Correction of errors.--

(1) A conmission shall correct its registration records

wi thout requiring action of a registered elector in any of
the foll owi ng cases:

(1) If the mailing address of the registered el ector

20010S1240B1607 - 4 -
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has been changed by the renam ng of a street, the
renunbering of a house or the changing of a post office.
(ii) If the election district of the registered
el ector has been changed through a change in the
boundaries of an election district.
(2) Notice of action under paragraph (1) shall be nail ed
pronptly to the affected regi stered el ector.

(1) Update.--A comm ssion shall pronptly update infornmation

contained in its reqgistration records.

Section 4. Sections 321 and 322 of the act, added June 25,
2001 (P.L.674, No.61), are anended to read:

[ Section 321. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly that a Statew de
system of voter registration be established in this Conmonweal t h
to ensure the integrity and accuracy of voter registration
records. Al comm ssions shall be linked electronically to a
data base containing information pertaining to all registered
el ectors in this Commonweal th. The system shall be in a uniform
format and shall be conpatible, as far as practicable, with
current technol ogi es enpl oyed by the comm ssions with regard to
voter registration. The systemshall, as far as practicable,
preserve the power of the conmmi ssions to make determi nations as
to the qualifications of electors. Wien comm ssions fail to
performthe duties inposed by this act, the departnent shall be
enpowered to enforce conpliance.]

Section 322. [Establishnment of] SURE system

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall devel op and
[ mpl ement] establish a Statewi de Uniform Registry of Electors
[containing a data base of all registered electors in this

Commonweal th] to be known as the SURE system

20010S1240B1607 - 5 -
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F(b) Advisory board. --

(1) The secretary shall forman advisory board to
[assist the departnent in determining and identifying the
necessary el enments and requirenments of the SURE system

(2) The secretary shall appoint nine directors of
el ections, one fromeach class of counties, and shall appoint
three county comm ssioners, each froma different class of
counties froma list submtted by the County Conm ssioners
Associ ati on of Pennsylvania. The advisory board shall al so be
conprised of four menbers of the General Assenbly who have
been appointed to the Joint Select Commttee on El ection
Ref or m pursuant to House Resol ution 14 of 2001 as foll ows:

(i) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives, one
of whom shall be a nenber of the mnority party
recommended by the Mnority Leader, appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(ii) Two nmenbers of the Senate, one of whom shall be
a menber of the mnority party recommended by the
Mnority Leader, appointed by the President pro tenpore
of the Senate.

(3) On or before Cctober 15, 2001, the secretary shal
make a report of the recomrendations of the departnment with
regard to the necessary el enents and requirenents of the SURE
system The report shall be submtted to the State Governnent
Committee of the Senate and the State Governnent Conmittee of
t he House of Representatives. The recommendati ons shal
i nclude, but not necessarily be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) requirenments for county participation in the
SURE system

(1i) access to the SURE systemfor review and search

20010S1240B1607 - 6 -



1 capabilities;

2 (i) wuse of the SURE system as the general register
3 of a county;

4 (iv) wuse of signatures or other forns of voter

5 regi stration identification;

6 (v) accuracy, security and protection of al

7 information in the SURE system and to ensure that

8 unaut hori zed entry is not allowed; and

9 (vi) usage and conpatibility of the various

10 equi pnent and technol ogi es currently possessed by the

11 counti es. ]

12 CONFER W TH THE DEPARTMENT REGARDI NG THE SURE SYSTEM

13 (2) THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL BE COVPRI SED OF FOUR

14 DI RECTORS OF ELECTI ONS WHO HAVE BEEN APPO NTED AS FOLLOWE:
15 (1) TWO DI RECTORS BY THE SENATE, ONE APPO NTED BY
16 THE M NORITY LEADER AND ONE APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT
17 PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE

18 (1) TWO DI RECTORS BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
19 ONE_APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER AND ONE APPO NTED BY
20 THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES.
21 (c) Requirenents.--The SURE system shall be devel oped as a
22 single, uniformintegrated conputer system Al conm Ssions
23 shall be connected electronically to the SURE system and_shal
24 nmintain their reqgistration records in the system The SURE
25 systemshall, at a mninum do all of the foll ow ng:
26 (1) Contain a data base of all reqgistered electors in
27 this Commpnweal t h.
28 (2) Ensure the integrity and accuracy of al
29 regi stration records in the systemby prohibiting
30 unaut horized entry, nodification or _deletion of registration

20010S1240B1607 - 7 -
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records.

(3) Assign a unique SURE registrati on nunber to each

i ndi vidual currently reqgistered in this Conmbnweal t h.

(4) Pernmt the comm ssions to add, nodify and del ete

information in the systemas i s necessary and appropri at e.

(5) Pernit each conmi ssion and the departnent to have

i nstant access to a conmission's regi strati on records

mai nt ai ned on the system

(6) Be the general reqister for a conmi ssi on once the

conmmi ssion is connected to the SURE system

(7) Pernit each conmi ssion and the departnent to revi ew

and search the systemand to permt the sending of notices to

the appropriate officials regardi ng death, change of address

or other informati on which could affect the qualificati ons of

an applicant or the reqgistration of a reqgi stered el ector.

(8) Provide for the electronic transfer of conpl et ed

voter reqgistrati on applicati ons and changes of address in

accordance with the act.

(9) Preserve the power of the comm ssions to nake

deternminations as to the qualifications of applicants.

(10) Assign a uni que SURE registrati on nunber to each

qualified el ector who becones regi stered and record the

regi stered elector in the general reqgister of the appropriate

conmi ssi on.

(11) Pernit auditing of each registered elector's

regi stration record fromthe day of its creation until the

day it i s cancel ed.

(12) Pernmt the departnent to inpl enent section

1901(b) (1) (i).

(13) Pernit the tinely printing and transn ssi on by

20010S1240B1607 - 8 -
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conmmi ssions of district registers and all other infornmation

contained in the systemas may be necessary for the operation

of the polling places on el ecti on days.

(14) Be designed with an energency recovery systemto

i nsure that registration records are not lost in the case of

an energency, natural di saster or other such event that coul d

cause the systemto numl functi on.

(d) Records.--Wthin 30 days of receiving notice fromthe

departnent, each conmi ssion shall provide to the departnent, in

the manner and form establi shed by the departnment, an el ectronic

copy of its registration records. Beqgi nni ng 60 days after

recei ving notice in accordance with this subsecti on and

continuing until the comm ssion is connected to the SURE system

each conm ssion shall provide nmonthly to the departnent, in the

manner and form establi shed by the departnent, an el ectronic

copy of its general register. The provision of records in

accordance with this subsection shall not be considered a part

of the establishnent or inplenmentati on of the SURE system

(e) |Inplenentation.--The departnent shall inplenent the SURE

system as soon as possi bl e. The departnent shall establish, by

requl ati on, a schedule for each conm ssion to be connected to

the SURE system Conmi ssions shall be connected in an order

whi ch maxi m zes the accuracy, integrity and protecti on of

regi strati on records on a Statew de basis. Upon bei ng connected,

each conm ssion shall be required to use the SURE systemas its

general register. Connection of the conm ssions shall conmmence

no | ater than August 31, 2002, and shall be conpl eted Statew de

by January 1, 2005.

(f) Requl ations.--The secretary shall pronul gate regul ati ons

necessary to establish, inplenent and adm ni ster the SURE

20010S1240B1607 - 9 -



system Requl ations shall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Uniform procedures for the conmm ssions relating to

the SURE system including the process and manner of entering

information into the SURE system the type and form of

information to be entered, the process for identifying and

renovi ng duplicate reqgistrati ons, the manner and tine frane

for updating i nformation in the system and the nmanner and

form of comuni cati ons bet ween conni ssi ons and between the

departnent and a conmi ssi on.

(2) Periodic training requirenents for conni ssions and

their enpl oyees.

(3) Such other requl ati ons as are necessary to ensure

that the SURE system shall conmply with all other provisions

of this act.

Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 323. SURE system costs.

The cost of establishnent, inplenentati on and mai nt enance of

the SURE system technol ogy and its energency recovery system

shall be borne by the Commpbnweal t h.

Section 6. Section 501(a) of the act, amended June 25, 2001
(P.L.674, No.61), is anended to read:
Section 501. Qualifications to register.

(a) Eligibility.--[A qualified elector] An_individual who

will be at |east 18 years of age on the day of the next

el ection, who has been a citizen of the United States for at

| east one nmonth prior to the next election and who has resided
in this Coomonweal th and the election district where the
[qualified elector] individual offers to vote for at |east 30

days prior to the next ensuing election and has not been

confined in a penal institution for a conviction of a fel ony

20010S1240B1607 - 10 -
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within the last five years shall be [entitled to be registered]

eligible to register as provided in this chapter. [If an

individual is qualified to vote in an election district prior to
removal of residence, the individual may, if a resident of this
Commonweal th, vote in the election district fromwhich residence
was renoved within the 30 days preceding the el ection.]

* %

Section 7. Section 522(a) and (b) of the act are anended to
read:

Section 522. In-person voter registration.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Applications nmay be submitted to register
to vote or change party enroll nent or name or address on current
registration record in person before the [registration]
conmi ssion or a comm ssioner, a registrar or a clerk at the
of fice of the conmi ssion or at a place designated by the
commi ssion. The applicant shall be advised that any intentional
fal se statenment on the application constitutes perjury and will
be puni shabl e as such. The applicant shall provide the
information required on the registration application and sign
the registration declaration. The conm ssion shall prepare and
provi de voter registration applications for the purpose of
registering qualified electors in accordance with this section.
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of this act, the conm ssion
may use a mail registration application for in-person

regi stration. The conm ssion shall mail the [voter's] qualified

[527(a)(4)(v)] 528.
(b) Notice.--The conmi ssion shall, within a reasonable tine,
publicly announce the address of each place of registration, the

address of each office of the comm ssion established for the

20010S1240B1607 - 11 -
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and the days and hours when the place or office is open for the
registration of qualified electors. The announcenent shall be
made by posting notice at the place or office and at the
comm ssion's main office and by other neans as the conmm ssion
deens advi sabl e.

* %

Section 8. Section 523(a), (b) and (c) of the act, anmended
June 25, 2001 (P.L.674, No.61), are anended to read:
Section 523. Application with driver's |icense application.

(a) GCeneral rule.--

(1) The Departnent of Transportation shall provide for
simul t aneous application for voter registration in
conjunction with the process under 75 Pa.C. S. § 1510
(relating to issuance and content of driver's license). An
application under this subsection shall serve as an
application to register to vote unless the applicant fails to
sign the voter registration application. The secretary has
the primary responsibility for inplenmenting and enforcing the
driver's license voter registration systemcreated under this
section. The secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of
Transportation, may pronul gate regul ations for inplenenting
this section.

(2) An application for voter registration submtted to
t he Departnent of Transportation under this subsection shal
be consi dered as updating any previous voter registration

information by [the applicant] a registrant.

(3) Any change of address submitted to the Departnent of
Transportation for the purposes of driver |icensing shal

serve as notification of change of address for voter

20010S1240B1607 - 12 -
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registration for the registrant involved unless the

regi strant indicates that the change of address is not for
voter registration purposes.

(b) Process.--

(1) The Departnent of Transportation shall provide for
an application for voter registration as part of a driver's
i cense application.

(2) The format of the driver's license/voter
regi stration application shall be determ ned and prescribed
by the secretary and the Secretary of Transportation.

(3) The voter registration application portion of the
application shall contain all the requirenments of an offici al
voter registration application specified in section 527. The
voter registration portion of the application:

(i) may not require any information that duplicates
information required in the driver's license portion of
the form other than a second signature; and

(ii) may require only the m ni num anount of
i nformati on necessary to prevent duplicate voter
registration, to enable the [registration] comrssion to
assess the eligibility of the applicant and to adm nister
voter registration and other parts of the election
process.

(c) Transm ssion.--

(1) The Departnent of Transportation shall forward
conpl eted applications or contents of the conpleted voter
regi stration applications in nachine-readable format to the
departnent by the close of registration for the ensuing
el ection.

(2) The department shall transmit the material to the

20010S1240B1607 - 13 -



1 appropriate conm ssion within ten days after the date of its
2 recei pt by the Departnment of Transportation. If a voter

3 regi stration application is received by the Departnent of

4 Transportation within five days before the |last day to

5 regi ster before an election, the application shall be

6 transmtted to the appropriate comm ssion not later than five
7 days after the date of its receipt by the Departnent of

8 Transportation.

9 (3) Upon receipt of the conpleted voter registration

10 information fromthe departnent, the conmm ssion shall make a
11 record of the date of the receipt of the application and

12 process the application. No applicant shall be deened

13 eligible to vote until the conm ssion has received and

14 approved the application.

15 (3.1) After the Departnent of Transportation is

16 connected to the SURE system and notw t hst andi ng par agr aphs
17 (1), (2) and (3), the Departnent of Transportation shal

18 transmit electronically the contents of a conpleted voter

19 regi stration application within five days of receipt of the
20 application. Upon receipt of the information fromthe
21 Departnent of Transportation, a conm ssion shall nake a
22 record of the date of the receipt of the application and
23 process the application in accordance with section 528. If
24 t he conmi ssion of the county of residence has not been
25 connected to the SURE system the Departnent of
26 Transportation shall forward the conpleted application or
27 contents of the conpleted application to the departnment in
28 accordance with paragraph (1). No applicant shall be deened
29 eligible to vote until the conmmi ssion has received and
30 approved an application in accordance with section 528.

20010S1240B1607 - 14 -
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(4) Changes of address shall conply with the foll ow ng:

(i) [The] Before the Departnent of Transportation is

connected to the SURE system the Departnent of

Transportation shall notify the [secretary] departnent of

changes of address received under subsection (a)(3). The
[secretary] departnent shall notify the conm ssion of the
county of the registrant's [prior] forner residence.

After the Departnent of Transportation is connected to

the SURE system the Departnment of Transportati on shal

notify the conm ssion of the county of the registrant's

former residence. |If the regi strant has noved to an

address outside this Commonweal th, the conm ssion shal

verify the address change i n accordance with section

1901. Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), if the

registrant confirns in accordance with section 1901(d)

t hat he has noved [outside of the] to another county, the

conmmi ssion shall cancel the registrati on and forward the

registrant's registration [card] information to the

commi ssion of the registrant's new county of residence.
Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), if the

regi strant has noved to an address within the

commi ssion's jurisdiction, the comm ssion shall pronptly
update the registration record of the registrant in

accordance with section 528. Al changes of address

recei ved by the Departnent of Transportation under this
section at |east 30 days before [a primary, general or

muni ci pal] an el ection nust be processed by the

commi ssion for the ensuing election. For the purpose of

this paragraph, the term"regi strati on i nformati on" neans

the regi stration card and any other record of

20010S1240B1607 - 15 -
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regi strati on nai ntai ned by a conm Ssi on.

(1i) In the case of changes of address received by
t he Departnent of Transportation which do not contain a
signature of the registrant, the comm ssion receiving the
change of address notification shall mail a notice to the
regi strant at the new residence address requesting
verification of the address change. |If the change of
address is to a new residence outside the comm ssion's
jurisdiction, the conm ssion shall mail the follow ng

noti ce:

O fice of the Registration Comm ssion
.......... County, Pennsyl vani a
........ (Address and Tel ephone No. of County)

We have been notified by the Departnent of Transportation
that you recently changed your address from
................. (ol d residence address) to
............... (new resi dence address) and that this
change of address is to serve as a change of address for
voter registration purposes. Unless you notify this
office within ten days fromthe date of this notice that
this information is not correct, your voter registration
will be transferred to ........... County. You may notify
this office by witing your residence address, the date
and your signature on the bottomof this formand mailing
this notice to this office. You need not notify this
office if this information is correct.

Chief derk

If the address change is within the comm ssion's

20010S1240B1607 - 16 -
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jurisdiction, the [county] conmi ssion shall mail a
voter's identification card to the registrant at the new
resi dence address.

(tit) If the registrant does not return the notice
under subparagraph (ii) within the ten-day period, the
commi ssion shall process the change of address according
to subparagraph (i). If the registrant notifies the
conmi ssion that the information is incorrect and the
comm ssion is satisfied with the registrant's expl anation
of the discrepancy, the address of the registrant's
regi stration shall remain unchanged. If the verification
notification or voter identification card is returned by
the post office as undeliverable as addressed or with a
forwardi ng address, the comm ssion shall send a
confirmation notice to the registrant's address of forner
resi dence in accordance with section 1901(d)(2).

(5) Upon notification and confirmation of any change of
address, a commi ssion shall pronptly update infornmation
contained in its registration record.

* %k

Section 9. Sections 524, 526 and 527(a) and (b) of the act
are amended to read:

Section 524. Application by mail.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An application to register to vote or to
change party enroll nment or nanme or address on a current
registration may be submitted by voter registration mai
application in the manner set forth in this section. An
application may be submtted by mail or by representative to the
[registration] comm ssion on an official mail registration

application, the formof which shall be determ ned and
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prescri bed by the secretary or the Federal Election Comr ssion
pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act (Public Law 103-
31, 42 U.S.C. 8 1973gg et seq.). The applicant nust conplete the
information required on the registration application and sign
the registration declaration.

(b) Tine.--Registration under this section nay be nade at
any time. If a registration application is received by a
commi ssi on beyond the deadline for registration provided in
section 526, the application shall be retained by the conm ssion
until the beginning of the next period during which registration
can be made.

(c) Mlitary electors.--

(1) Amlitary elector may apply at any tinme for
registration on an official registration application or any
formprescribed by the Federal Governnment for such purpose.

(2) The status of a mlitary elector to register under
this section with respect to residence shall remain as the
qualified to register. If, at the tine of |eaving that hone
address, the mlitary elector had not resided in this
Commonweal th or in a particular election district for a
sufficient time to have been entitled to be registered but,
by continued residence, woul d have becone entitled to be

registered, the mlitary elector shall be entitled to be

honme address but continued to reside there.
(3) The conmission is authorized to consider a request
for an absentee ballot as a request for an official

regi stration application and to forward to the requester al
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of the follow ng:

(i) An absentee ballot and balloting materi al .
(ii) An official registration application.

(4) The mlitary elector nmust conplete and file these
docunents in accordance with the applicable provisions of the
act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the
Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code.

(5) The right to be registered pursuant to this
subsection shall not be subject to challenge for any reason
other than failure to have furnished the comm ssion a
properly conpleted registration application.

Section 526. Tine.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),
each [registration] conmm ssion, conm ssioners and registrars or
cl erks appoi nted by the comm ssion shall receive, during
ordi nary busi ness hours and during additional hours as the
conmmi ssion prescribes, at the office of the comm ssion and at
addi tional places as the conm ssion designates, applications
fromindividual s who appear and claimthat they are entitled to
be registered as electors of a nmunicipality.

(b) Deadlines.--In the adm nistration of voter registration,
each conm ssion shall ensure that any [eligible] applicant who

is a qualified elector is registered to vote in an el ection when

t he applicant has nmet any of the follow ng conditions:

(1) In the case of voter registration with a notor
vehicle driver's |license application under section 523, if
the valid voter registration application is submtted to the
appropriate Departnment of Transportation office not |ater
than 30 days before the date of the election.

(2) In the case of registration by mail under section
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1 524, if the valid voter registration mail application is

2 post mar ked not | ater than the deadline to register for the

3 ensuing election or, in the case of an illegible or m ssing
4 postmark, it is received not |ater than five days after the
5 deadline to register for the ensuing el ection.

6 (3) In the case of voter registration at a voter

7 regi stration agency under section 525, if the valid voter

8 regi stration application is accepted at the voter

9 regi stration agency not later than 30 days before the date of
10 t he el ection.

11 (4) In any other case, if the valid voter registration
12 application of the applicant is received by the appropriate
13 commi ssion not |later than 30 days before the el ection.

14 (c) Special rules.--

15 (1) In the case of a special election within a

16 congressional, senatorial or representative district held on
17 a day other than the day of a primary, general or nmuni ci pal
18 el ection, the registration application fornms shall not be

19 processed in the wards and el ection districts conprising the
20 district for the 30 days prior to the special election for
21 such el ection.
22 (2) No applications shall be received as foll ows:
23 (i) On Sundays.
24 (i1i) On holidays.
25 (tii) On the day of the election.
26 (itv) During the 30 days next precedi ng each
27 general , municipal and primary el ection, except as
28 provi ded in subsection (b).
29 Section 527. Preparation and distribution of applications.
30 (a) Form--
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1 (1) The secretary shall prescribe the formof official
2 voter registration application. The official voter

3 regi stration application shall provide space for the

4 followi ng informati on about the applicant:

5 (1) Full nane.

6 (i1i) Address of residence. If the residence is a

7 portion only of the house, the l|ocation or nunber of the
8 room apartnment or floor which is occupied.

9 (ti1) Miiling address if different than address of
10 resi dence.

11 (iv) Nanme and residence address on previous

12 regi stration and the year of that registration.

13 (v) Designation of political party, for the purpose
14 of voting at a primary el ection.

15 (vi) Date of birth.

16 (vii) Tel ephone nunber. An application shall not be
17 rej ected because of nonconpliance with this subparagraph.
18 (viii) Race. An application shall not be rejected
19 because of nonconpliance with this subparagraph.
20 (2) Data required on the voter registration application
21 shall not be nore nor |ess than the m ninum data el enents
22 perm ssi bl e for Federal voter registration.
23 (3) Any person who assists in the conpletion of the
24 regi stration application shall sign the application and
25 indicate the person's address. In the case of those
26 regi stering under sections 523 and 525, the person providing
27 assi stance shall insert the person's initials or enployee or
28 agent identification nunber on a separate or detachable
29 portion of the application or conputer data file.
30 (4) A voter registration application shall be printed on
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stock of good quality and shall be of suitable uniform size.
Not hing in this act shall prohibit the design and use of an
el ectronic voter registration application which includes the

applicant's digitized or _electronic signature. The

regi stration application shall contain the follow ng
i nformati on; however, the information nmay be provided on a
separate formfor voter registration nade under section 523
or 525:
(i) Notice that [an individual currently] a
regi stered el ector does not need to reregi ster unless the

[individual] registered el ector has noved.

(i1i) Instructions on howto fill out and submt the
application and notification of when the application nust
be submtted to a voter registration office in order to
be regi stered for the ensuing el ection.

(iti1) Notice that the [registrant] applicant nmust be
a citizen of the United States for at |east one nonth
prior to the next election and a resident of this
Conmmonweal th and the election district for at |east 30
days and nmust be at |east 18 years of age by the day of
t he next ensuing el ection and has not been confined in a
penal institution for a conviction of a felony within the
| ast five years. The notice required in this subparagraph
shall be in print identical to the declaration under
subsection (b).

(iv) Notice that political party enrollnent is
mandatory to vote in a primary election of a political
party.

(v) Notice that the commi ssion will mail by

nonf orwardable nmail to the applicant a voter's
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identification card upon acceptance of the application
conmi ssion if the identification card is not received
within 14 days fromthe date the application is sent to
the registration office.

(vi) Notice that registration is not conplete until
the application is processed and accepted by the
commi ssi on.

(vii) A warning to the [registrant] applicant that
making a fal se registration or furnishing fal se
information is perjury. The notice required in this
subpar agraph shall be in print identical to the
decl arati on under subsection (b).

(viii) Instructions to Federal or State enpl oyees
who wish to retain voting residence in county of |ast
residence to so indicate on the application.

(ix) Notice that, if an [applicant] individual
declines to register to vote, the fact that the
[applicant] individual has declined to register wll
remai n confidential and will be used only for voter
regi stration purposes. The notice required in this
subpar agraph shall be in print identical to the
decl arati on under subsection (b).

(X) Notice that, if an [applicant] individual does
register to vote, the office at which the [applicant]
individual submits a voter registration application wll
remai n confidential and will be used for voter
regi stration purposes only. The notices required in this

subpar agraph shall be in print identical to the

decl aration in subsection (b).
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(5) The official voter registration application may be
designed in a manner to be inserted in the district register
or for transfer to a registration card to be placed in the
district register.

(6) In jurisdictions where there is a single |anguage
mnority, the secretary may print a bilingual application.

(7) In jurisdictions where a single |anguage mnority
exceeds 5% of the popul ation, the secretary shall:

(i) print a bilingual application; and
(1i) conduct a public educational program anong that
| anguage group al erting both organi zati ons and

i ndi vidual s of that group of the availability of the

bi I'i ngual application and encouragi ng [unregistered

voters] individuals to register

(8) To inplement section 524, the secretary shall print
an official voter registration mail application designed to
preserve the confidentiality of the information required to
be subm tted. The application shall contain informtion
required by this section and shall include the nane of each
county seat, its post office mailing address and zip code and
its tel ephone nunber. Voter registration mail applications
shall contain information indicating whether the application
is a new registration, change of party enrollnment, change of
address or change of nane.

(9) Nothing in this act shall prohibit a private
organi zation or individual fromprinting blank voter
regi stration applications or shall prohibit the use of such
applications by any other individual, provided that the form
content and paper quality of such voter registration

application conplies with departnent regulations for the
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forms or has received prior approval fromthe secretary.
(b) Registration declaration.--

(1) The official voter registration application shal
contain a registration declaration. On the declaration, the
applicant shall state all of the follow ng:

(1) The applicant has been a citizen of the United
States for at |east one nonth prior to the next el ection.

(ii) On the day of the next ensuing election, the
applicant shall be at |east 18 years of age.

(tii) On the day of the next ensuing election, the
applicant shall have resided in this Comonweal th and in
the election district for at |east 30 days.

(iv) The applicant has not been confined in a penal
institution for a conviction of a felony within the |ast
five years.

(v) The applicant is legally qualified to vote.

(2) The applicant shall affirmall of the follow ng:

(i) The information provided in the registration
declaration is true.

(ii) The applicant understands that:

(A) the registration declaration will be
accepted for all purposes as the equival ent of an
affidavit; and

(B) if the registration contains a materi al
fal se statenment, the applicant shall be subject to
penal ties for perjury.

(3) The registration declaration shall contain the
printed nanme and signature of the applicant and the date of
signing. An applicant unable to sign the voter registration

application shall nmake a nark before a person of the
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1 applicant's choice other than the applicant's enployer or an
2 agent of the applicant's union. [Such] The person shal

3 insert the person's nane, address and tel ephone nunber. If

4 [such] the person is an enpl oyee or agent of the Depart nment
5 of Transportation or another agency, as provided under

6 section 525, and is assisting the applicant in an official

7 capacity, [such] the enpl oyee or agent shall insert the

8 initials and identification nunber of the enployee or agent.
9 In the case of applicants registering under section 523 or
10 525, the person providing assistance shall insert initials or
11 enpl oyee or agent identification nunber on a separate or

12 det achabl e portion of the application or conputer data file.
13 (4) The official registration application shall contain
14 a notice entitled "PENALTY FOR FALSI FYI NG DECLARATI ON. " The
15 notice shall advise the applicant that, if a person signs an
16 official registration application knowi ng a statenent

17 declared in the application to be false, the person conmts
18 perjury. The notice shall specify the penalty for perjury.
19 * x *
20 Section 10. Section 528 of the act, amended June 25, 2001
21 (P.L.674, No.61), is anmended to read:
22 Section 528. Approval of registration applications.
23 [(a) Exam nation.--
24 (1) Oficial registration applications submtted to a
25 regi stration comm ssion shall be exam ned by the conm ssioner
26 or a clerk or registrar upon receipt.
27 (2) If the official voter registration application
28 subm ssion is in person, the application shall be attested
29 and dated by the comm ssioner, clerk or registrar.
30 (3) Upon receipt of any other voter registration
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application, the comm ssion shall nake an entry of the date
received on the application. If the applicant does not reside
within the comm ssion's county but resides el sewhere in this
Commonweal th, the comm ssion shall forward the application
card to the proper conmm ssion and nake a record of the

f orwar di ng.

(b) Decision.--

(1) If the commission finds the official registration
application not properly conpleted, the application shall be
rej ected. The conm ssion should make reasonable efforts to
conplete the registration before rejecting it for om ssions
and inconsistencies. If the comm ssion rejects an application
under this paragraph, it shall indicate "REJECTED' on the
application and state there the reason for rejection and
notify the applicant by first class nonforwardable mail,
return postage guaranteed.

(2) If the official registration application contains
the required information indicating that the applicant is
legally qualified to register as stated in the application,
the comm ssion shall nmail to the applicant a voter's
identification card in accordance with subsection (d)(1).

(3) For an application for a transfer of registration or
a change in address or nane, if the application contains the
required information and the applicant is legally qualified
to transfer registration or change nane or address as stated
in the application, the comm ssion shall make the transfer or
change. |If the comm ssion suspects that the applicant is not
entitled to transfer registration or to change nane or
address, the comm ssion may investigate. |f the comm ssion

finds that the applicant is not entitled to the transfer or
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change, the application shall be rejected. The applicant

shall be notified of the rejection and the reason for it.

Rej ection shall be made no later than ten days before the

el ection succeeding the filing of the application.

(c) Result.--If an application is designed to serve as a
regi stration card, the accepted application of an el ector may
serve as the elector's official registration card, if it was so
desi gned, and shall be filed in the office of the comrmission in
accordance with Chapter 7. If the application is not designed to
serve as a registration card, the information contained on the
application, including the elector's signature, shall be
transferred to the registration card. If a conm ssion utilizes a
signature digitization list, it shall transfer all information
contai ned on the application, including the signature, to the
registry or, until the registry is established, to a conputer
file. Applicants for registration shall be chall enged under
section 529.

(d) Disposition.--

(1) Wen the registration of an el ector has been
processed under subsection (b)(2), the comm ssion shal
transmt to the applicant by first class nonforwardabl e nai
a wallet-sized voter's identification card, which shall serve
as notice to the applicant of the disposition of the
application. The card shall contain all of the follow ng:

(i) Nane and address of the elector.

(ii) Name of nunicipality.

(ti1) Identification of elector's ward and district.
(iv) Effective date of registration.

(v) Designation of party enrollnment and date of

enrol | nent.
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(vi) A space for the elector's signature or mark.

(vii) A statenent that the card relates only to the
time of issuance of the card and is not of itself
evi dence or proof of the qualifications of the elector to
vote at an election or proof of identification for
pur poses of applying for or receiving general assistance
and that it is not necessary to present the card when
voting. The statenents required by this subparagraph
shall be placed on the reverse side of the card from
where all of the other information required by this
par agr aph i s placed.

(viii) A statement that the elector must notify the
commi ssion within ten days if any information on the card
is incorrect; otherwise the information shall be deened
correct for voter registration purposes.

(2) The carrier envelope in which the identification
card is encl osed shall contain on the outside a request to
the postmaster to return it within five days if it cannot be
delivered to the addressee at the address given.

(3) No registration application shall be deened to be
accepted until ten days after the voter's identification card
has been nmiled. Upon return by the post office of an
identification card under paragraph (2) which the post office
is unable to deliver at the given address, the conm ssion
shall investigate. If the comm ssion finds that the applicant
is not qualified to register fromsuch address, the
commi ssion shall reject the application of the applicant and
shall notify the applicant by first class forwardable nail of
this action.

(4) If the applicant discloses that the elector’'s | ast
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1 resi dence address upon registration was a | ocation within

2 anot her county, the comm ssion of the county of the elector's
3 new resi dence shall direct a cancellation notice to the

4 conmm ssion of the county of the elector's |ast residence.

5 This cancel lation notice shall be in a form approved by the
6 secretary in substantially the follow ng form

7 Date ........ ... ... . ... ... .. ...

8 O fice of the Registration Conmm ssion

9 County, Pennsyl vani a

10 Cancel l ati on of Previous Registration

11 NaImE ... , Whose date of
12 birthis ...... ... ... .. ... ... .. ... , has now registered
13 as an elector in............ ... ... ..... County,

14 Pennsyl vania. Qur records indicate that this registrant
15 was previously registered in the County of

16 , Pennsylvania, at the

17 followng address ........... ... .. ...

18

19 Chief derk
20 (5) Upon receipt of the notice in paragraph (4), the
21 comm ssion of the county of the elector's |ast residence
22 shall transfer a copy of the elector's canceled registration
23 record to the conmi ssion of the county of the elector's new
24 resi dence and retain a record of the transfer. The
25 conmm ssions of both counties shall pronptly update
26 information contained in their registration records.]
27 (a) Examination.--Upon receiving a voter registration
28 application, a conmi ssioner, clerk or registrar of a conm sSion
29 shall do all of the follow ng:
30 (1) Initial and date the receipt of the application.
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(2) Exanine the application to determne all of the

(i) Wiether the application is conpl ete.

(ii) Wiether the applicant is a qualified el ector.

(iii) Wether the applicant has an exi sting

regi stration record. After the comm ssion i s connected to

the SURE system the conm ssioner, clerk or registrar

shall search the SURE systemon a Statew de basis to

deternmine if the applicant has an exi sting regi strati on

record.

(iv) Wether the applicant is entitled or qualified

to receive the requested transfer or change, if

appl i cabl e.

(b) Decision.--A conmission shall do one of the foll ow ng:

(1) Forward application.--Record and forward a voter

regi strati on application to the proper connmission if the

commi ssion finds during its exam nati on under subsecti on (a)

that the applicant does not reside within the conm ssion's

county but resides el sewhere in this Conmpbnweal t h.

(2) Reject application.--Reject a voter registrati on

application, indicate the rejection and the reasons for the

rejection on the application and notify the applicant by

first class nonforwardable mail, return postage quaranteed of

the rejection and the reason if the conmm ssion finds during

its exan nati on under subsection (a) any of the foll ow ng:

(i) The application was not properly conpl eted and

after reasonable efforts by the conm ssion to ascertain

the necessary i nformation, the application renmai ns

i nconpl ete or inconsistent.

(ii) The applicant is not a qualified el ector.
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(iii) The applicant is not entitled to a transfer of

regi strati on or a change of address.

(iv) The applicant is not legally qualified to a

change of nane.

A rejection shall be made no |l ater than ten days before the

el ecti on succeeding the filing of the application.

(3) New applicant reqgistration.--Process a voter

regi strati on application in accordance with subsection (c) if

the conm ssion finds during its exani nati on under subsecti on

(a) all of the foll ow ng:

(i) The application requests registration.

(ii) The application contains the required

informati on indicating that the applicant is qualified

el ector of the county.

(4) Update existing reqgistration.--Process a voter

regi strati on application in accordance with subsecti on (c)

and update its reqgistration records if the comm ssi on finds

during its exam nati on under subsection (a) all of the

(i) The application requests registration.

(ii) The application contains the required

i nformati on indicating that the applicant is a qualified

el ector of the county.

(iii) The applicant is currently a reqgi stered

el ector of the county.

(5) Transfer existing reqgistration.--Process a voter

regi strati on application in accordance with subsecti on (c)

and request transfer of registration records in accordance

with subsection (d) if the conmission finds during its

exanm nati on under subsection (a) all of the foll ow ng:
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(i) The application requests registration.

(ii) The application contains the required

i nformati on indicating that the applicant is a qualified

el ector of the county.

(iii) The applicant is currently a reqgi stered

el ector of another county.

(6) Transfer request.--Process a voter reqi stration

application in accordance with subsection (c) and request

transfer of reqgistration records in accordance w th

subsection (d) if the conm ssion finds during its exani nation

under subsection (a) all of the foll ow ng:

(i) The application requests a transfer of

regi strati on.

(ii) The application contains the required

i nformati on indicating that the applicant is a qualified

el ector of the county.

(iii) The applicant is currently a reqgi stered

el ector of another county.

(7) Change of address request.--Process a voter

regi strati on application in accordance wi th subsecti on (c)

and update its reqgistration if the conm ssion finds during

its exan nati on under subsection (a) all of the foll ow ng:

(i) The application requests a change of address.

(ii) The application contains the required

i nformati on indicating that the applicant is a qualified

el ector of the county.

(iii) The applicant is currently a reqgi stered

el ector of the county.

(8) Change of name request.--Process a voter

regi strati on application in accordance with subsecti on (c)
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and update its reqgistration records if the comm ssi on finds

during its exam nati on under subsection (a) all of the

(i) The application requests a change of nane.

(ii) The applicant is legally qualified to a change

(iii) The application contains the required

i nformati on indicating that the applicant is a qualified

el ector of the county.

(iv) The applicant is currently a reqgi stered el ector

of the county.

(c) Processing of voter registration.--

(1) When a conm Sssion has accepted a voter registration

appli cati on under subsection (b)(3), the conm ssi on shal

assi gn each applicant a uni que identification nunmber in the

SURE system The commi ssion shall nmail a wall et-sized voter's

identification card to the individual by first class

nonf orwardabl e mail, return postage guaranteed, which shal

serve as notice of the acceptance of the application. The

card shall contain all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Nane and address of the individual.

(ii) Nane of nunicipality of residence.

(iii) Ildentification of the individual's ward and

district.

(iv) The effective date of registration.

(v) Designation of party enroll nent and date of

enrol | nent.

(vi) A space for the individual's signature or nark.

(vii) The unique identification nunber of the

i ndi vi dual .
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(viii) A statenent that the individual nust notify

the conm ssion within ten days fromthe date it was

mai led if any information on the card i s i ncorrect;

ot herwi se the infornmati on shall be deened correct for

voter reqi strati on purposes.

(2) When a conm ssion has accepted a voter registration

applicati on under subsection (b)(4), (5), (6), (7) or (8),

the conm ssion shall mail a wallet-sized voter's

identification card to the individual by first class

nonforwardabl e mail, return postage guaranteed, which shal

serve as notice of the acceptance of the application. The

card shall contain all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Nane and address of the individual.

(ii) Nane of nunicipality of residence.

(iii) Ildentification or the individual's ward and

district.

(iv) The effective date of registration.

(v) Designation of party enroll nent and date of

enrol | nent.

(vi) A space for the individual's signature or nark.

(vii) The SURE registrati on nunber of the

i ndi vi dual .

(viii) A statenent that the individual nust notify

the conm ssion within ten days fromthe date it was

mai led if any information on the card i s i ncorrect;

otherwi se the infornmati on shall be deened correct for

voter reqi strati on purposes.

(3) An envel ope containing a voter identification card

shall be marked on the outside with a request to the

postnmaster to return it within five days if it cannot be
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delivered to the addressee at the address given.

(4) (i) |If an envel ope containing a voter

identification card has been mailed in accordance with

par agr aphs (1) and (3) and has not been returned to the

conmmi ssion by the postnmaster within ten days fromthe

date it was mail ed, the individual shall be deened a

regi stered el ector of the county and the conm ssi on shal

enter the individual's reqgistration information in the

general register. The uni que identificati on nunber shal

be entered as the reqgistered elector's SURE regi strati on

nunber. No person shall be deened a reqgi stered el ector of

the county until ten days after the voter identification

card has been mail ed.

(ii) |If an envel ope contai ning a voter

identification card has been mailed in accordance with

par agr aphs (2) and (3) and has not been returned to the

conmmi ssion by the postnmaster within ten days fromthe

date it was mail ed, the individual shall be deened a

regi stered el ector of the county and the conm ssi on shal

enter the individual's reqgistration information in the

general register. No person shall be deened a registered

el ector of the county until ten days after the voter

identification card has been mail ed.

(5) |If an envel ope containing a voter identification

card is returned by the postmaster because the envelope i s

undel i verabl e at the gi ven address, the conm ssion shal

i nvestigate. If the conm ssion finds that the individual is

not qualified to reqgister fromthe address, the comm ssi on

shall reject the application and shall notify the individual

by first class forwardable mail of this action.
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(d) Transfer of registrati on records. - -

(1) |If during application an individual discloses that

the individual is a reqgistered el ector of another county, the

commi ssion of the individual's new county of residence shal

direct a cancell ation notice to the conni ssion of the

individual's former county of residence in accordance with

requl ati ons pronul gated under this act.

(2) Upon receipt of a notice transmtted i n accordance

wi th paragraph (1), the conmi ssion of the individual's forner

county of residence shall investigate. |If the comm ssion

finds that the individual is a reqistered el ector of the

county, the comm ssion shall verify the address change wi th

the regi stered el ector in accordance with this act. Upon

verifying that the regi stered el ector has noved to anot her

county of residence, the conm ssion shall cancel the

regi stered elector's reqgistration, transfer a copy of the

cancel ed regi stration record to the conni ssion of the

regi stered elector's new county of residence and retain a

record of the transfer. The conm ssion of both counties shal

pronptly update infornmati on contained in their regi strati on

records.

(e) Challenges.--All chall enges to applications for

regi strati on shall be nade as provided in section 529.

Section 11. The act is anended by adding a section to read:

Section 528.1. SURE registrati on nunber.

Each reqgi stered el ector shall be assigned a single and uni que

SURE regi strati on nunber in accordance with secti ons 528 and

913. Once assigned, a SURE regi strati on nunber shall not be

changed, nodified or altered.

Section 12. Section 701 of the act is anended to read:
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1 Section 701. General register.

2 (a) General rule.--The general register shall contain all of
3 the following for each registered elector of the county:

4 (1) The ward and election district of residence.

5 (2) The reqgistered elector's street address.

6 (3) Data required to be given upon renoval fromthe

7 regi stered elector's residence.

8 (4) The date of each election at which the reqistered
9 el ector _votes.

10 (5) The digitized or electronic signature of the

11 reqgi stered el ector.

12 (6) The SURE regqistration nunber.

13 (7) Wether the registered el ector needs assistance to
14 vote and, if so, the nature of the disability.

15 (b) District reqgister.--The general register shall be used

16 by the conmi ssion to prepare the district register.

17 (c) SURE system--After a conm ssion is connected to the

18 SURE system the general register of the conm ssion shal

19 consist of the registration informati on contai ned on the SURE

20 system as mai ntai ned by the conm ssi on.

21 [(a) Original registration cards.--1f]

22 (d) Reqgistration cards.--Before a commi ssion is connected to

23 the SURE system if a comm ssion uses the original registration

24 cards for registered electors in the county as the district

25 register, the duplicate registration cards or photocopies of the
26 original registration cards shall be placed in exact

27 al phabetical order by last name of the registrant, shall be

28 indexed and shall be kept at the office of the registration

29 comm ssion in a manner as to be properly saf eguarded. These

30 cards constitute the general register of the county. They nmay
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not be renoved fromthe office of the conm ssion except upon
order of a court of record. Nothing in this act shall preclude
the use of duplicate registration cards from applications
provi ded under the act of March 30, 1937 (P.L.115, No.40), known
as The First Cass Gty Pernanent Registration Act, or the act
of April 29, 1937 (P.L.487, No.115), known as The Pernanent
Regi stration Act for Cities of the Second Cass, Cities of the
Second Class A Cities of the Third Cd ass, Boroughs, Towns, and
Townshi ps.

[(b)] (e) Dgitized signature lists.--[If] Before a

commi ssion is connected to the SURE system if a conm ssion uses

digitized signature lists as the district register, the original
regi stration cards shall be placed in exact al phabetical order
by | ast nanme of the registrant, indexed and kept at the office
of the comm ssion in a manner as to be properly saf eguarded.
These original cards constitute the general register of the
county. They may not be renoved fromthe office of the

conmmi ssi on except upon order of a court of record. The

commi ssion shall safely retain all registration cards used in
the registration of electors or in conducting an election. If a
conmmi ssion has the capability to accept an el ectronic
application, the secretary nay require the comm ssion to produce
a conputer-generated card to file in the general register. If
the comm ssion finds a record for a registrant on the conputer
data base which is not contained in the general register, it
shall replace the original card with a conputer-generated
duplicate card upon witten perm ssion fromthe registrant or
upon order of a court of record.

[(c)] (f) Duplicate files.--[I1f] Before a comission is

connected to the SURE system if the comm ssion deens a
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1 duplicate file of registration cards necessary for

2
3
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adm ni strative purposes, the conm ssion nay prepare a

reproduction in conpliance with the foll ow ng:

(1) The registration formshall be photographed,
m cr ophot ogr aphed or reproduced in a manner approved for
per manent records by the secretary.

(2) The device used to reproduce the card is one which
accurately reproduces the original in all details.

(3) The photographs, m crophotographs or other
reproductions are open to public inspection and provision is
made for preserving, exam ning and using them

Section 13. Sections 702, 703, 704 and 705 of the act are

anended to read:

Section 702. District registers.

(a) Registration card file.--

(1) Except as provided in subsection (b) and in section
[701(b)] 701(e), the original registration cards shall be
filed by election districts in exact al phabetical order by
| ast nane of the registrant and shall be indexed.

(2) The cards constitute the district register.

(3) The conm ssion shall provide binders, which are
capabl e of being | ocked, for filing and indexing the
regi stration cards. The keys to the binders shall at al
times be retained by the comm ssion.

(4) The district register shall be kept at the office of
t he comm ssion, except as provided in subsection (b), and
shall be open to public inspection, subject to reasonable
saf eguards and regul ati ons.

(b) Conputer lists.--

(1) [Instead] Before a comm ssion is connected to the
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SURE system instead of using registration cards as the

district register as provided in subsection (a), a conmm ssion
may use a conputer list or conputer-generated cards
containing the registered electors arranged by el ection
district, al phabetically by last nanme of the registrant.

[(2)] The conputer |ist or conputer-generated cards nust
be in a formprescribed by the secretary and nust contain
necessary information that woul d otherw se be avail abl e on
the registration cards, including a legible digitized
signature of the registrant copied fromthe signature on the
registration card. The district election officials shall have
conputer printouts at the polling places containing the
necessary information needed to verify the identity of the
el ector. The digitized signature list shall be open to public
i nspection, subject to reasonabl e safeguards, rules and
regul ati ons.

(2.1) After a comm ssion is connected to the SURE

system each commi ssion shall create fromits genera

regi ster a conputer list to be used as the district register.

For each election district, the list shall contain the nanmes

of the reqgistered electors of the election district,

al phabetically by | ast nane of each regi stered el ector. Each

page of the list shall contain the nane of the county, the

election district, the date of the el ection and the date and

tine the list was prepared. The conputer list shall be in a

formprescribed by the secretary and nust contai n necessary

i nformati on that would otherw se be available in the general

regi ster, including a leqgible digitized or el ectronic

signature, the street address and political party of each

regi stered el ector, and suitable space for insertion of the

20010S1240B1607 - 41 -



1 signature of the registered elector and for insertion by the
2 proper election official of the nunber and letter of the stub
3 of the ballot issued to the registered elector or the

4 regi stered elector's nunber in the order of admi ssion to the
5 voting systens and the initials of the election official who
6 enters the record of voting in the district register and

7 whet her the el ector needs assistance to vote and, if so, the
8 nature of the disability. The district register shall be kept
9 at the office of the conm ssion and shall be open to public
10 i nspection, subject to reasonabl e safegquards, rules and

11 requl ati ons.

12 (3) [A] Before connection to the SURE system a

13 conmmi ssion may, during systenms conversion periods or

14 energency conditions, provide for a district register

15 containing the original registration cards. The foll ow ng

16 appl y:

17 (1) The original registration cards shall be filed
18 by election district, in one of the follow ng orders, as
19 determ ned by the comm ssi on:
20 (A) Exact al phabetical order by |ast nane of
21 regi strant.
22 (B) Oder in which registrants' residences
23 appear upon the streets of the election district, in
24 exact al phabetical order by |last name of registrant
25 for each residence.
26 (i1i) The district register containing registration
27 cards shall be kept at the office of the comm ssion and
28 shall be open for public inspection, subject to
29 reasonabl e saf eguards and regul ations and to the
30 provi sions of this act.
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(c) [Currency] Accuracy.--It is the duty of the conm ssion
to conpare and correct the general register and district
registers to ensure their accuracy. By noon of the third day
precedi ng an el ection, the conm ssion shall [have] correct the
district register for each election district [and the registry

accurately corrected to date] consistent with the information

contained in the general regqgister.

(d) Delivery.--The conm ssion shall deliver, in the manner
required by law for delivery of election materials, the district
register to the election officers for use on el ection day.

(e) Form--District registers shall be enclosed within a
case or container and shall be | ocked and seal ed by the
commi ssion before delivery. The district register shall have
printed or witten thereon the words "District Register of
[ Voters] Electors” and the district and ward, if any.

(f) Examnation.--Inmediately follow ng each el ection, the
conmmi ssion shall cause each district register to be exam ned.
The comm ssion specifically shall conpare the signature of each
el ector on each voter's certificate with his signature in the
district register and shall report in witing to the district
attorney any evidence or indication of probable fraud,
i npersonation or forgery which nay appear to the conmm ssion by
reason of the conparison. In the case of any el ector whomthe
el ection officers shall have recorded as renoved, deceased, or
chal I enged and prevented fromvoting, the conmm ssion shal
ascertain the facts and shall correct the general and district
regi sters in accordance with Chapter 9.
Section 703. Street |ists.

(a) Preparation.--Comencing not later than the 15th day

prior to each election, [the registration] each comm ssion shal
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1 prepare for each election district a list of the nanmes and

2 addresses of all registered electors as of that date resident in
3 the district. The list may not include the digitized or

4 electronic signature of a registered [voter] elector. The |ist

5 shall be arranged in one of the follow ng manners:

6 (1) By streets and house nunbers.

7 (2) Al phabetically by last nanme of [registrant] each

8 regi stered el ector.

9 (3) In a manner whereby the location of the elector's

10 resi dence can be identified.

11 (b) Copies.--The conm ssion shall retain two copies of the
12 |ist under subsection (a) on file at its office and forward one
13 copy of the |list under subsection (a) to the departnent. These
14 copies shall be available for public inspection during business
15 hours, subject to reasonabl e saf eguards and regul ati ons.

16 (c) Distribution.--The departnent and each conm ssion shal
17 distribute the Iist under subsection (a) upon request as

18 foll ows:

19 (1) To officials concerned with the conduct of
20 el ections.
21 (2) To political parties and political bodies.
22 (3) To candi dates.
23 (d) Organizations.--The conm ssion may, for a reasonable fee
24 [approved by the secretary], distribute the |ist under
25 subsection (a), to organized bodies of citizens.
26 Section 704. Public information |ists.
27 (a) Establishnent.--
28 (1) The [registration] comm ssion shall provide for
29 conmput er inquiries concerning individual registered [voters]
30 electors. Wth respect to each [voter] registered el ector who
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is the subject of an inquiry, the information provided shal
contain the nane, address, date of birth and voting history.
Upon request, the conmm ssion shall supply a printed record
for each such [voter] elector subject to the provisions of
this act. In addition, the commi ssion nmay nmake avail able for
i nspection a printed or conmputerized public information |ist
cont ai ni ng the nanme, address, date of birth and voting
hi story of each registered [voter] elector in the county.
(2) The list may also include information on voting
districts.

(3) The list may not contain the digitized or el ectronic

el ector.
(b) Access.--

(1) The secretary may promnul gate reasonabl e regul ati ons
governing access to the list.

(2) No individual inspecting the list may tanmper with or
alter it.

(3) No individual who inspects the list or who acquires
names of registered [voters] electors fromthe |ist may use
i nformation contained in the |list for purposes unrelated to
el ections, political activities or |law enforcenent. Before
i nspecting the list or obtaining nanmes of [voters] registered

el ectors or other information fromthe |ist, the individual
nmust provide identification to the public official having
custody of the public information |ist and nust state in
witing that any information obtained fromthe list will not
be used for purposes unrelated to elections, political
activities or |aw enforcenent.

(c) Copies.--
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(1) The conm ssion shall provide paper copies of the
public information lists and nay provide copies in sone other
formto any [voter] registered elector in this Commonweal th
within ten days of receiving a witten request acconpani ed by
paynent of the cost of reproduction and postage. The cost of
t he copi es shall be determ ned by the office providing
copi es.

(2) An individual who inspects or acquires a copy of a
public information list may not use any information contai ned
init for purposes unrelated to elections, political
activities or |aw enforcenent.

Section 705. Retention of records.
(a) Conputer lists.--Each conm ssion shall preserve
[conputer lists used as] district registers for at | east five

years in the manner, formand tine franme established by the

(b) Records.--

(1) The department and each conmi ssion shall preserve
for two years and shall make avail able for public inspection
and, where avail abl e, photocopying at a reasonabl e cost al
records concerning the inplenmentation of prograns and
activities conducted for the purposes of ensuring the
accuracy and currency of official lists of [eligible voters]

regi stered el ectors, except to the extent that the records

relate to a declination to register to vote or to the
identity of a voter registration agency through which any

particular [voter] qualified elector is registered.

(2) The records preserved under paragraph (1) shal

include lists of the names and addresses of all [individuals]
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and information concerni ng whether or not the individual has
responded to the notice as of the date that inspection of the
record is made.

(c) Oiginal and existing records.--After a conm SSsion is

connected to the SURE system the reqistration cards and

applications utilized under this act, under prior versi ons of

this act under the fornmer act of March 30, 1937 (P.L. 115,

No. 40), known as The First Class Cty Pernmanent Regi stration

Act, or under the former act of April 29, 1937 (P.L. 487,

No. 115), known as The Pernmanent Regi stration Act for Cties of

the Second Class, Cities of the Second Class A, Cities of the

Third d ass, Boroughs, Towns, and Townshi ps, shall be placed in

al phabetical order by | ast name of the reqgistered el ector,

i ndexed and kept at the office of the conmission in a nmanner as

to be properly saf eguarded. They nmy not be renoved fromthe

office of the conm ssi on except upon order of a court of record.

The conm ssion shall safely retain all registrati on cards used

in the registration of reqgistered electors for a period of five

vears after connection at which tine they may be destroyed.

Section 14. Sections 901, 902 and 903 of the act, anended
June 25, 2001 (P.L.674, No.61), are anended to read:
Section 901. Renopbval notices.

(a) Form--

(1) The conmm ssion shall make renpval notices avail able
to electors who are registered in the county.

(2) The notice shall be printed upon cards suitable for
mai | i ng, addressed to the office of the conm ssion. The
notice shall provide the follow ng information:

(1) The address of present residence, including

muni ci pality.
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(ii) The address of last registration, including
muni ci pality.

(ii1) Date of renoval to present residence.

(iv) Signature.

(3) The notice shall contain a statenent that the
regi stered elector may, by filling out properly and signing a
removal notice and returning it to the office of the
conmmi ssion, secure the transfer of registration effective as
to elections at | east 30 days after the date of renoval into
the new district.

(4) The notice shall contain a warning to the registered
el ector that the notice will not be accepted as an
application for transfer of the elector's registration unless
the signature thereon can be identified by the comm ssion as
the elector's signature as it appears on file with the
conmmi ssi on.

(5) The notice shall contain a warning to the registered
el ector that the notice nust be received by the comm ssion
not |ater than 30 days before the election. If mailed, the
notice nust be postmarked not l|ater than the deadline for
registration or, in the case of an illegible or m ssing
postmark, received within five days of the close of

regi stration.

(b) Use.--[An] A registered elector who renoves residence

fromone place to another within the sane county must notify the
comm ssion by filing a renoval notice under subsection (a), or a
signed request for renewal that contains the informtion
required in subsection (a), with the comm ssion not |ater than
the registration deadline before the election. If mailed, the

notice or request nust be postmarked not |ater than the deadline
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for registration or, in the case of an illegible or m ssing
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regi stration. The follow ng apply:

(1) An official registration application of an el ector
who has registered by mail qualifies as a renoval notice.

(2) [An] A registered el ector who renoves residence from

one place to another within the sane county and who has not
yet filed a renoval notice with the comm ssion shall be
permtted to vote once at the elector's former polling place
following renoval if, at the time of signing the voter's
certificate, the elector files with the judge of election a
signed renoval notice properly filled out. Renpbval notices
under this paragraph shall be returned to the comm ssion with
the voting check list, and the comm ssion shall proceed to
transfer the registration of the electors under section 902
and shall pronptly update information contained in its

registration records. [An] A registered elector may vote in

the election district of the elector's former residence no
nore than one tine followng the elector's renoval

(3) A registered elector who renoves residence from one
county to another county and who is not registered to vote in
t he new county of residence shall be permtted to vote in the
el ection district in the former county of residence if, at
the tinme of signing the elector's certificate, the el ector
files with the judge of election a signed affirnation

declaring the elector's new residence. [An] A registered

el ector may vote in the election district of the elector's
former residence no nore than one tine foll ow ng the
el ector's renoval. Affirmations made under this paragraph

shall be returned to the comm ssion of the elector's forner
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county of residence with the voting checklist, and that
commi ssion shall proceed to transfer the registration of the
el ector under section 902. Upon receipt of the transfer

notice, the conmm ssion of the elector's new county of

1
2
3
4
5 resi dence shall imedi ately process the transfer of the
6 el ector in accordance with section [528(d)(3)] 528. Both

7 commi ssions shall pronptly update information contained in
8 their registration records.

9 Section 902. Transfer of registration.

10 (a) GCeneral rule.--Upon tinely receipt of notification of

11 renoval under section 901(b), the [registration] conm ssion

12 shall proceed as foll ows:

13 (1) The signature on the notification docunent shall be
14 conpared with the signature of the registered elector as it
15 appears on file with the conm ssion.

16 (2) |If the signature appears authentic, the comr ssion
17 shall enter the change of residence [on the registration card
18 of the elector in the general register and district register
19 and shall transfer the registration card of the elector from
20 the district register of the election district of previous
21 residence to the district register of the election district
22 of new residence] on the registered elector's registration
23 records.

24 (3) If arequest for transfer which is determned to be
25 aut henti c under paragraph (2) shows a renpval within the

26 period of 30 days preceding an el ection, the com ssion,

27 after such election, shall enter the change of residence [on
28 the registration card of the elector in the general register
29 and district register and shall transfer the registration

30 card of the elector fromthe district register of the
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1 el ection district of previous residence] on the registered

2 elector's registration records. The commi ssion shall advise
3 the reqgistered elector pronptly in witing of its action.

4 (4) Wen a registered elector has filed with a

5 conmi ssion a notice that the elector has noved fromthe

6 county to another county, if the signature appears authentic,
7 the comm ssion shall enter the change of residence on the

8 el ector's registration records, cancel the registration of

9 the el ector and notify the comm ssion of the elector's new
10 county of residence to register the elector. Upon receipt of
11 the transfer notice, the conm ssion of the elector's new

12 county of residence shall inmediately process the transfer of
13 the el ector in accordance with section [528(d)(3)] 528.

14 (5) |If a request for transfer which is determned to be
15 aut henti c under paragraph (4) shows a renopval within the

16 period of 30 days preceding an el ection, the comr ssion,

17 after such election, shall enter the change of residence on
18 the elector's registration records, cancel the registration
19 of the elector and notify the comm ssion of the elector's new
20 county of residence to register the elector. Upon receipt of
21 the transfer notice, the conm ssion of the elector's new
22 county of residence shall inmediately process the transfer of
23 the el ector in accordance with section [528(d)(3)] 528.
24 (6) A conmission shall pronptly update informtion
25 contained in its registration records.
26 (b) Electors unable to wite.--[An] A registered el ector who
27 is unable to sign the notification docunent may affix a mark to
28 the notification docunent. The mark nmust be affixed in the
29 presence of a witness who nust sign the notification docunent.

30 Section 903. Change of enrollnent of political party.
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By the deadline for registration, a registered [voter]
desi gnation or who, although registered, has not previously
enrolled as a nenber of a party may appear before a
conm ssioner, registrar or clerk or may submt an application by
mai | under section 524 and state in a signed witing the

political party in which the [voter] registered el ector desires

to be enrolled. If the signature of the elector is verified by
on file with the comm ssion, the conm ssioner, registrar or
clerk shall nake the change in [the general register and
district register. The conm ssion shall also pronptly update the
information contained in] its registration records. |If supported
by ot her evidence of identity, a mark may be made in lieu of a

signature by [an] a registered elector who is unable to wite.

The mark nust be nmade in the presence of a wtness who nust sign
the registration application.
Section 15. The act is anended by adding a section to read:

Section 913. Conversion of regi strati on records.

The departnment shall convert the reqi stration records of each

conmmi ssion in accordance with section 322. In converting the

regi strati on records of each conm ssi on, the departnent shal

assi gn each regi stered el ector a SURE regi strati on nunber which

the conm ssion shall add to the reqgistration records of the

regi stered el ector.

Section 16. Sections 1301(a), 1502, 1505, 1507(a), 1509,
1511, 1512 and 1701 of the act are amended to read:
Section 1301. Court of comon pl eas.

(a) Standing.--The follow ng have standing to appeal an

action of a [registration] conm ssion to the appropriate court
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of conmon pl eas:
(1) An [individual] applicant whose claimfor
regi stration has been deni ed.
(2) An individual whose registration has been cancel ed
by the conm ssion.
(3) A qualified elector of a nmunicipality whose rights
are inpaired by any general order nade by the conmm ssion.
* x *
Section 1502. Registration.
(a) Inproper.--A registrar, conm ssioner or clerk who
knowi ngly registers or permts the registration of an
[individual] applicant not lawfully entitled to be registered
commts a m sdenmeanor of the first degree and shall, upon
convi ction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $10, 000
or to inprisonnent for not nore than five years, or both.
(b) Denial.--Aregistrar, conm ssioner or clerk who, wthout

reasonabl e cause, refuses to register [an individual] a

gualified elector lawmfully entitled to be registered commts a

m sdeneanor of the first degree and shall, upon conviction, be
sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $10, 000 or to
i mprisonment for not nore than five years, or both.
Section 1505. Votes.
(a) Prohibition.--An election officer may not do any of the
fol | ow ng:
(1) Knowi ngly refuse the vote of a registered [and
qual i fied] elector.
(2) Know ngly accept the vote of [a person] an
individual not registered under this act. This paragraph does

not apply to a person in actual mlitary service or [a

person] an_individual having an order of court.
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1 (3) Knowingly receive a vote froma person fal sely

2 claimng to be a registered [voter] elector.

3 (b) Penalty.--A person who violates subsection (a) comrts a
4 m sdeneanor of the first degree and shall, upon conviction, be
5 sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $10,000 or to

6 inprisonnment for not nore than five years, or both.

7 Section 1507. Oficial docunments and el ectronic records.

8 (a) Prohibition.--A person may not do any of the follow ng:
9 (1) Intentionally insert or permt to be inserted a

10 material entry in any registration card, the SURE system

11 street list, affidavit, petition, subpoena, certificate,

12 report or other record, authorized or required by this act to
13 be made or prepared for a purpose set forth in this act,

14 which entry is not in accordance with this act.

15 (2) Intentionally materially alter or intentionally

16 destroy an entry which has been nade in any registration

17 card, the SURE system street list, affidavit, petition,

18 subpoena, certificate, report or other record, authorized or
19 required by this act to be nade or prepared for a purpose set
20 forth in this act, which alteration or destruction is not in
21 accordance with this act.
22 (3) Renove a record fromlawful custody with the intent
23 to prevent the record from being used, inspected or copied.
24 (4) Access the SURE system its conponent parts, or any
25 ot her official docunents or records without | awful
26 aut hori zation or with the intent to publicize or otherw se
27 unlawful Iy m suse the equipnent or information contained
28 therein.
29 * %k

30 Section 15009. Law enf orcenent assi st ance.
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A | aw enforcenent officer who, upon demand of any

conmi ssioner or inspector of registration, or of the secretary,

fails to render demanded assi stance in the maintenance of peace

and in the making of arrests without warrant as provided in this

1

2

3

4

5 act or who intentionally hinders or attenpts to hinder any
6 conm ssioner or inspector of registration in the performnce of
7 a duty conmmts a m sdeneanor of the second degree and shall,

8 upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than

9 $5,000 or to inprisonnent for not nore than two years, or both.

10 Section 1511. Preventing registration.

11 (a) Prohibition.--No person may do any of the follow ng:

12 (1) Knowi ngly and intentionally prevent [an individual]
13 an _applicant who is a qualified elector from being

14 regi st ered.

15 (2) By coercion, threats of bodily injury or

16 intimdation, intentionally prevent or attenpt to prevent [an
17 individual] an applicant who is a qualified elector from

18 being registered or a registered el ector from changing

19 political enrollnment in accordance with the provisions of

20 this act.

21 (3) Intentionally give or prom se or offer to give noney
22 or goods to an individual as an inducenent for the individual
23 to enroll in a particular party or for a registrant to change
24 political enroll nent.

25 (4) Prevent a record from being used, inspected or

26 copi ed.

27 (b) Penalty.--A person who violates subsection (a) comrts a
28 m sdenmeanor of the first degree and shall, upon conviction, be

29 sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $10,000 or to
30 inprisonnent for not nore than five years, or both.
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1 Section 1512. Approval of registration.

2 (a) Prohibition.--A person may not do any of the follow ng:
3 (1) Intentionally alter a party designation [on a

4 regi stration card under section 528(c)] wthout a reguest

5 fromthe reqgistered elector.

6 (2) Intentionally fail to nmake a transm ssion under

7 section [528(d)] 528.

8 (b) Penalty.--A person who violates subsection (a) comrts a
9 m sdeneanor of the third degree and shall, upon conviction, be

10 sentenced to pay a fine of $2,500 or to inprisonment for not

11 nore than one year, or both.

12 Section 1701. Attorney General.

13 (a) Investigation.--The secretary shall investigate all eged
14 violations of sections 523 and 525 and report apparent

15 violations to the Attorney General.

16 (b) Prosecution.--Under section 205(a)(6) of the act of

17 COctober 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the Commonweal t h
18 Attorneys Act, the Attorney General shall have prosecutori al

19 jurisdiction over violations reported under subsection (a).

20 (c) Notifications.--The Attorney Ceneral shall notify the

21 State Treasurer in accordance with section 1704(b) if the

22 secretary fails to notify the State Treasurer as required by

23 section 1703(b).

24 Section 17. Sections 1703, 1704, 1901, 1902 and 1904 of the
25 act, anended or added June 25, 2001 (P.L.674, No.61), are
26 anended to read:

27 Section 1703. Power of departnent.

28 (a) GCeneral rule.--The departnment shall have the authority

29 to take any actions, including the authority to audit the

30 registration records of a conm ssion, which are necessary to
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ensure conpliance and participation by the [counties.]

conmi SSi ons.

(b) Notifications.--The secretary shall notify the State

Treasurer to withhold funds in accordance with secti on 1704(b)

if a conmission fails or refuses to conply with the provisi ons

of this act.

Section 1704. Rel i ef .

(a) Injunctive.--In the event that a conmmi ssion fails to

adhere to any provision of this act, the secretary is authorized
to seek declaratory and injunctive relief in Commonwealth Court.

(b)Y W +thhol di ng of appropriations.--In accordance with

sections 1701 and 1703 and in addition to any renedy provided in

subsection (a), the State Treasurer shall, upon notification,

wi thhol d any part or all of the State appropriations to which a

county is entitled, including funding for the court of conmobn

pl eas but excludi ng funding for human services, if the

conmmi ssion of the county fails or refuses to conply with the

provi sions of this act.

Section 1901. Renoval of [voters] electors.
(a) Renoval of elector's registration record.--Conmm ssions

shall institute a programto protect the integrity of the
el ectoral process and to ensure the nmaintenance of accurate and
current [voter] registration records. The program shall be
uni form nondiscrimnatory and in conpliance with the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-110, 42 U S.C. § 1973 et
seq.). An elector's registration shall not be cancel ed except as
foll ows:

(1) At the request of the elector.

(2) Upon the death of the el ector under section 905.

(3) Upon confirmation that the el ector has noved to a
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resi dence outside the county.

(4) Under a voter renoval program as provided for under
subsection (b) and in conpliance with the National Voter
Regi stration Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-31, 42 U.S.C. §
1973gg et seq.).

(b) Voter renoval program --

(1) [The] Each conmi ssion shall establish a programto
identify registered el ectors whose address may have changed
by establishing one of the foll ow ng prograns:

(1) National change of address. The secretary shal
establish by regulation a program whereby infornmation
supplied by the United States Postal Service through its
|icensees is used on a periodic basis, but not |ess than
once every cal endar year, to identify registered electors
who may have changed addresses. The information shall be
incorporated in the SURE system and shall be forwarded to
the comm ssions in a manner determ ned by the secretary
by regul ati on.

(A If it appears fromthe information provided
through the United States Postal Service that an

el ector has noved to a different residence address

within the sane county as the elector is currently

regi stered, the conm ssion shall change the

regi stration records to show t he new address and

shall send the elector, to the address recorded on

the elector's registration, a notice of the change of
address by forwardable mail and a postage prepaid,
preaddressed return form by which the el ector may

verify or correct the address information.

(B) If it appears fromthe information provided
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1 through the United States Postal Service that [an] a
2 regi stered el ector has noved to a different residence
3 address outside the county, the conm ssion shall use
4 the notice procedure described in clause (A).

5 (ii) Confirmation mailing:

6 (A) A conmission nmay establish a program by

7 sending a direct, nonforwardable first class "return
8 i f undeliverable - address correction requested"”

9 mailing to all registered electors in the county.

10 (B) If this programis established, the

11 conmi ssion shall use the notice procedure descri bed
12 i n subparagraph (i)(A) for any registered el ector

13 whose nailing is returned undeliverable.

14 (2) In conjunction with and not as an alternative to a
15 program est abl i shed under paragraph (1), a conmi Ssion may use
16 a canvass [may be used] as foll ows:

17 (1) The [registration] comm ssion may, by

18 conmi ssioners or by inspectors of registration, verify
19 the registration in an election district by visiting the
20 buil ding fromwhich an elector is registered and ot her
21 bui | di ngs as the comm ssi on deens necessary.
22 (i1i) The comm ssion shall nake a record of the name
23 and address of each registered elector who is found not
24 to reside at the regi stered address or who for any other
25 reason appears to be not qualified to vote in the
26 regi stered election district.
27 (iti1) The comm ssion shall |eave at the address of
28 each [person] registered elector referred to in
29 subparagraph (ii) a notice requiring himto comunicate
30 with the conm ssion on or before a date which the
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1 conmm ssion shall designate, and which shall be not |ess
2 t han seven days and not nore than 15 days fromthe date
3 of the notice and in any case not |ater than the 15th day
4 precedi ng the el ecti on next ensuing, and satisfy the

5 commi ssion of his qualifications as an elector. The

6 conmi ssi on shall cause a confirmation of each such notice
7 to be sent by mail pronptly to [such person] the

8 regi stered elector at the address fromwhich he is

9 regi stered. The envel ope containing such information is
10 to be plainly marked that it is not to be forwarded. At
11 the expiration of the time specified in the notice, the
12 commi ssion shall cancel the registration of [such person]
13 the registered el ector who has not communicated with the
14 conmmi ssion and proved his qualifications as [an] a

15 registered elector.

16 (iv) To facilitate the canvass under this section
17 [the] a comm ssion may, when necessary, appoint speci al
18 i nspectors of registration, in nunber not exceedi ng

19 doubl e the nunber of election districts being canvassed.
20 (v) Special inspectors must be [qualified]
21 regi stered electors of the county. They shall be
22 appoi nted wi thout reference to residence in election
23 districts or to political affiliations or beliefs. The
24 comm ssion shall instruct special inspectors in their
25 duties. Special inspectors have the powers conferred by
26 this act upon inspectors of registration.
27 (3) In conjunction with and not as an alternative to a
28 program est abl i shed under paragraph (1), [the] a conm ssion
29 shall send a notice pursuant to subsection (d) to any
30 regi stered el ector who has not voted nor appeared to vote
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during the period beginning five years before the date of the
notice and ending on the date of the notice and for whomthe
board of elections did not during that period in any other
way receive any information that the [voter] elector stil

resides in the [registered] election district.

(4) [Comm ssions] A commi ssion shall conplete, not |ater

than 90 days before each [primary] nunicipal or general

el ection, at |east once per year the voter renoval progranms

under this section and shall pronptly update information
contained in its registration records. This paragraph shal
not be construed to preclude any of the follow ng:
(i) Cancellation of an elector's registration as
provi ded for under subsection (a)(1l) or (2).
(ii) Correction of registration records in
accordance with this act.

(c) Identification of inactive [voters] electors.--A

commi ssion shall mark an "1"

on the registration [card] records

subsection (b)(1) or (3) and has failed to respond, which shal

be included with all other registration [cards] records for that

polling site and | ocated at the [individual's] elector's polling

site on the day of the election. The conm ssion shall pronptly

update the informati on contained in its reqi stration records.

(d) Cancellation of registration.--

(1) A conmission shall not cancel the registration of

el ector has changed resi dence unl ess any of the follow ng

appl y:

(1) The registered elector confirms in witing that

the el ector has changed residence to a | ocation outside

20010S1240B1607 - 61 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

the county in which the elector is registered.
(ii) The registered elector:

(A) has failed to respond to a notice described
i n paragraph (2); and

(B) has not voted nor appeared to vote and, if
necessary, corrected the comm ssion's record of the
el ector's address, in an election during the period
begi nning on the date of the notice and ending on the
day after the date of the second general election for
Federal office that occurs after the date of the
noti ce.

(2) A notice, as required in paragraph (1)(ii), is
acceptable if it is a postage prepaid and preaddressed return
card, sent by forwardable mail, on which the registered
el ector may state the elector's current address, if it
contains a notice as foll ows:

(i) The notice nust state all of the foll ow ng:

(A If the reqgistered elector did not change
resi dence or changed residence but still resides in
the county, the elector nmust return the card not
| ater than 30 days prior to the next election. If the
card is not returned, affirmation or confirmation of
the el ector's address may be required before the
el ector is pernmitted to vote in an election during
t he period beginning on the date of the notice and
endi ng on the day after the date of the second
general election for Federal office that occurs after
the date of the notice. If the elector does not vote

in an election during that period, the elector's

regi stration shall be cancel ed.
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1 (B) |If the registered el ector has changed

2 residence to a place outside the county in which the
3 el ector is registered, information shall be provided
4 concerning how the elector can register in the new

5 county of residence.

6 (i1i) The notice nust state the date of the notice,

7 the date of the next election and the date of the second
8 general election for Federal office occurring after the
9 date of the notice.

10 (3) The conm ssion shall correct registration records in
11 accordance with change of residence information obtained in
12 conformance with this subsection. The conm ssion shall al so
13 pronptly update its registration records.

14 Section 1902. Procedure for voting following failure to return
15 notification card.

16 (a) Sane county. --

17 (1) [An] A registered el ector who has noved from an

18 address in the county covered by a polling place to an

19 address covered by the sane polling place shall,
20 notw thstanding failure to notify the conm ssion prior to the
21 date of an election, be pernmitted to vote in that polling
22 pl ace upon witten affirmation by the elector of the change
23 of address before an election official at that polling place.
24 (2) [An] Aregqgistered el ector who has noved from one
25 address in the county to another address in the same county
26 covered by a different polling place and who has failed to
27 notify the comm ssion of the change of address prior to the
28 date of an election shall be permtted to correct the voting
29 records and vote at the elector's former polling place upon
30 witten affirmation by the el ector of the new address before
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an election official at the former polling place.

(b) Different county.--[An] A registered elector who has

noved from one county to another county and who has failed to
notify the comm ssion of the change of address prior to the date
of the election shall be permtted to correct the voting records
and vote at the elector's former polling place upon witten
affirmation by the el ector of the new address before an el ection
official at the former polling place. Upon receipt of the
witten affirmation, the comm ssion shall follow the procedures
in this act for change of address to a new county and shal
update information contained in its registration records.
Section 1904. Files.

(a) Cancellation.--If the registration of [an] a registered

el ector is canceled, the [registration] comm ssion shall mark on
[the] all registration [cards] records of the elector the word
"cancel ed" and the date and cause of cancellation. The

commi ssion shall renove [the card fromthe general register and

the district register] any registration records pertaining to

the el ector. Renobved [cards] records shall be retained separate

fromregistered electors for five years. The conm ssion shal

pronptly update information contained in its registration
records.

(b) Nonessential records.--Records which are not essenti al
for maintaining the current status of a [qualified] registered
el ector may be destroyed by the conm ssion three years fromthe
date the conm ssion marks them as nonessenti al .

Section 18. The Secretary of the Conmonweal th shall
pronul gate regul ations to establish and inplenent the SURE

systemin accordance with section 322 and to inplenent this act.

The promul gation of regul ations under this section shall be
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1 exenpt from

2 (1) section 204(b) of the act of COctober 15, 1980

3 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the Comonweal th Attorneys Act;

4 and

5 (2) the act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as
6 t he Regul atory Revi ew Act.

7 Section 19. (1) The provisions of 62 Pa.C.S. shall apply to
8 the inplenmentation of Ch. 3 Subch. B of the act except as

9 provided in this section.

10 (2) |If a bidder or offeror, a prospective bidder or

11 of feror or a prospective contractor is aggrieved in

12 connection with the solicitation or award of the contract, he
13 may protest to the head of the purchasing agency in witing.
14 (3) If the protestant is a bidder or offeror or a

15 prospective contractor, the protest shall be filed with the
16 head of the purchasing agency within seven days after the

17 aggri eved bidder or offeror or prospective contractor knew or
18 shoul d have known of the facts giving rise to the protest

19 except that in no event may a protest be filed | ater than

20 seven days after the date the contract was awarded. If the

21 protestant is a prospective bidder or offeror, a protest

22 shall be filed with the head of the purchasing agency prior
23 to the bid opening tine or the proposal receipt date. If a

24 bi dder or offeror, a prospective bidder or offeror, or a

25 prospective contractor fails to file a protest or files an

26 untinmely protest, the bidder or offeror, the prospective

27 bi dder or offeror, or the prospective contractor shall be

28 deened to have waived its right to protest the solicitation
29 or award of the contract in any forum Untinely filed

30 protests shall be disregarded by the purchasi ng agency.
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(4) A protest shall state all grounds upon which the
protestant asserts the solicitation or award of the contract
was i nproper. The protestant may submt with the protest any
docunents or information it deens relevant to the protest.

(5 Wthin 15 days of receipt of a protest, the
contracting officer may subnmit to the head of the purchasing
agency and the protestant a response to the protest,

i ncl udi ng any docunents or information he deens relevant to
the protest. The protestant may file a reply to the response
within ten days of the date of the response.

(6) The head of the purchasing agency or his designee
shall review the protest and any response or reply and may
request and revi ew such additional docunments or infornmation
he deens necessary to render a decision, and may, at his sole
di scretion, conduct a hearing. The head of the purchasing
agency or his designee shall provide to the protestant and
the contracting officer a reasonable opportunity to review
and address any additional documents or information deened
necessary by the head of the purchasing agency or his
desi gnee to render a deci sion.

(7) Upon conpleting an eval uation of the protest in
accordance with paragraph (6), the head of the purchasing
agency or his designee shall issue a witten determ nation
stating the reasons for the decision. The determ nation shal
be issued within 60 days of the receipt of the protest unless
extended by consent of the head of the purchasi ng agency and
the protestant. The determ nation shall be the final order of
t he purchasi ng agency. If the head of the purchasi ng agency
or his designee determ nes that the solicitation or award of

the contract was contrary to |law, he may enter an order
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aut horized by 62 Pa.C.S. Ch. 17 Subch. D

(8 Wthin 15 days of the mailing date of a final
determ nation denying a protest, a protestant may file an
appeal with the Commonweal th Court. |ssues not raised by the
prot estant before the purchasing agency are deened wai ved and
may not be raised before the court.

(9) The record of determ nation for review by the court
shal |l consist of the solicitation or award; the contract, if
any; the protest and any response, reply or any additional
docunents or information considered by the head of the
pur chasi ng agency or his designee; the hearing transcript and
exhibits, if any; and the final determ nation.

(10) The court shall hear the appeal, without a jury, on
the record of determination certified by the purchasing
agency. The court shall affirmthe determ nation of the
pur chasi ng agency unless it finds fromthe record that the
determ nation is arbitrary and capricious, an abuse of
di scretion or is contrary to | aw

(11) If the determination is not affirmed, the court may
enter any order authorized by 42 Pa.C. S. 8§ 706, provided,
that if the court determines that the solicitation or award
of the contract is contrary to law, then the renedy the court
shall order is limted to canceling the solicitation or award
and declaring void any resulting contract.

(12) In the event a protest is filed tinely under this
section and until the time has el apsed for the protestant to
file a petition for review in Conmonwealth Court, the
pur chasi ng agency nay elect not to proceed further with the
solicitation or with the award of the contract.

(13) This section shall be the exclusive procedure for
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protesting a solicitation or award of the contract by a
bi dder or offeror, a prospective bidder or offeror, or a
prospective contractor that is aggrieved in connection with
the solicitation or award of the contract. The provisions of
2 Pa.C.S. shall not apply to this section.
Section 20. Section 18 shall expire on Decenber 31, 2002.
Section 21. This act shall take effect as follows:

(1) This section and sections 4, 18 and 19 of this act
shall take effect inmediately.

(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 45

days.
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