PRINTER S N0 1593

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1233 %%

I NTRODUCED BY M VWHI TE, JUBELI RER, EARLL, CORMAN, GREENLEAF AND
D. WVH TE, DECEMBER 6, 2001

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, DECEMBER 6, 2001
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for comon-|aw

marri age.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1103 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
[8 1103. Common-law nmarri age.

This part shall not be construed to change the existing | aw
with regard to conmon-| aw narri age. ]

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 1705. Abolition of commpn-|aw nmarri age.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),

commpn-|law marriage is prohibited in this Commonweal th, and the

marri age of a nan and wonan nmay occur in this Commpbnwealth only

if the narriage is solemi zed by a person described in section

1503 (relating to persons qualified to solemize nmarri ages) and

the marri age otherwise is in conpliance with this part.
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(b)Y Exceptions.--A conmon-|law narriage that satisfies either

the following rennins valid on and after the effective date

of

this section:

(1) the common-law nmarri age originated in this

Commpnweal th prior to the effective date of this secti on and

has not been term nated by death, divorce, dissolution of

marri age or annul ment:; or

(2) (i) the common-law narri age ori gi nated i n anot her

state or nation that recogni zes the validity of conmpbn-

|l aw nmarri ages, and the conmon-|law marriage is in

accordance with all rel evant aspects of the | aw of that

state or nation; and

(ii) the common-|law nmarri age has not been tern nated

by death, divorce, dissolution of marri age, annul ment or

other judicial deternmination in this Conmmonweal th or

anot her state or nation.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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