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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1208 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY EARLL, KUKOVI CH, MJSTO, PICCOLA, M VHI TE,
LAVALLE, COSTA, MADI GAN, MOWERY, THOWPSON, KI TCHEN, LEMMVOND,
PUNT, SCHWARTZ, ARMSTRONG, WAUGH, SCARNATI, BOSCOLA, WOZNI AK,
GREENLEAF, HUGHES, CORMAN, TOM.I NSQON, HELFRI CK, ROBBI NS
MURPHY AND CONTI, NOVEMBER 14, 2001

SENATOR BRI GHTBI LL, RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, RE- REPCRTED
AS AVENDED, OCTOBER 2, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), entitled, as
anended, "An act relating to the practice of professional
nursing; providing for the licensing of nurses and for the
revocati on and suspension of such licenses, subject to
appeal, and for their reinstatenment; providing for the
renewal of such |icenses; regulating nursing in general;
prescri bing penalties and repealing certain |aws," further
defining "practice of professional nursing"; further
providing for the duties of the State Board of Nursing; and
maki ng a repeal
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The definition of "practice of professional
nursing” in section 2 of the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317,
No. 69), known as The Professional Nursing Law, anmended Decenber
20, 1985 (P.L.409, No.109), is amended AND DEFI NI TI ONS ARE ADDED <—
to read:
Section 2. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the
foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs

unl ess the context provides otherw se:
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(1) The "Practice of Professional Nursing"” nmeans di agnosi ng

and treating human responses to actual or potential health
probl ems t hrough such services as casefinding, health teaching,
heal t h counseling, and provision of care supportive to or
restorative of life and well-being, and executing nedi cal

regi mens as prescribed by a |licensed physician or dentist. The
foregoi ng shall not be deened to include acts of nedical

di agnosi s or prescription of nmedical therapeutic or corrective

nmeasures, except as [may be authorized by] PERFORVED BY A

CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER ACTI NG I N ACCORDANCE

WTH rules and regul ations [jointly] pronulgated by [the State
Board of Medicine and] the Board[, which rules and regul ations

shall be inplenmented by the Board].

(12) "CERTIFI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER' MEANS A

REG STERED NURSE LI CENSED IN TH S COMWONWEALTH WHO | S CERTI FI ED

BY THE BOARD IN A PARTI CULAR CLI NI CAL SPECIALTY AREA. A
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CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER MAY PERFORM ACTS OF

VEDI CAL DI AGNOSI S | N ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY

THE BOARD. A CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER MVAY

PRESCRI BE MEDI CAL  THERAPEUTI C OR CORRECTI VE MEASURES | F_THE

NURSE IS ACTING I N COLLABORATI ON WTH A PHYSI CI AN OR DENTI ST AND

AS SET FORTH IN A VWRI TTEN AGREEMENT AND | S ACTI NG I N ACCORDANCE

W TH REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE BOARD. NOTHING IN THI' S

DEFINITION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT OR PROHIBIT A CERTI FI ED
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REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER FROM ENGAG NG IN THOSE ACTI VI TI ES
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VH CH NORVALLY CONSTI TUTE THE PRACTI CE OF NURSI NG AS DEFINED I'N
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TH' S ACT.
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"COLLABORATI ON' MEANS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

=
w

(1) 1 MVEDI ATE AVAILABILITY OF A LICENSED PHYSI CI AN TO A

H
o

CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER THROUGH DI RECT

=Y
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COMVUNI CATI ONS_OR BY RADI O, TELEPHONE OR TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS.
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(1) A PREDETERM NED PLAN FOR EMERGENCY SERVI CES.
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(1I'1) A PHYSICI AN AVAI LABLE TO A CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE
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PRACTI TI ONER ON A REGULARLY SCHEDULED BASI S FOR REFERRALS,
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REVI EW OF THE STANDARDS OF MEDI CAL PRACTI CE | NCORPORATI NG

N
o

CONSULTATI ON AND CHART REVI EW DRUG AND OTHER MEDI CAL PROTOCOLS

N
=

WTH N THE PRACTI CE SETTI NG, _PERI ODI C UPDATI NG | N MEDI CAL

N
N

DI AGNOSI S AND THERAPEUTI CS _AND COSI GNI NG RECORDS WHEN NECESSARY

N
w

TO DOCUMENT ACCOUNTABI LI TY BY BOTH PARTI ES.

N
~

Section 2. Section 2.1 of the act is anmended by adding a

N
(63}

subsection to read:

N
(e}

Section 2.1. State Board of Nursing.--* * *

N
~

(1) Any powers and duties i nposed on the State Board of

N
oo

Medi cine, or jointly i nposed on the State Board of Medici ne and

N
(o]

the State Board of Nursing, by or pursuant to |l aw or requl ati on

30 shall, after the effective date of this subsecti on, be exerci sed
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solely by the State Board of Nursing. This subsecti on shall not

apply to 49 Pa. Code 8§88 21.283(4) (relating to prescribing and

di spensi ng drugs) and 21.321 (relating to performance of tasks

wi thout direction; performance of tasks wi thout training; other)

unl ess the State Board of Nursing pronul gates a requl ation to

exercise the duties i nposed on the State Board of Medici ne by

t hose secti ons.

SECTION 3. SECTION 3 OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 20, 1985 <—
(P.L.457, NO 112), KNOW AS THE MEDI CAL PRACTI CE ACT OF 1985, IS
REPEALED | NSOFAR AS | T PROVI DES FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A
CERTI FI ED REA STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER TO THE BQARD.

Section 3 4. Section 15 of the act of Decenber 20, 1985 <—
(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, is
r epeal ed.

Section 4 5. The regulations set forth in 49 Pa. Code Ch. 18 <—
Subch. C are abrogated to the extent they are inconsistent with
this act.

Section 5 6. (a) Al references in 49 Pa. Code Ch. 21 <—
Subch. Cto the State Board of Medicine shall be deened to refer
to the State Board of Nursing.

(b) Notw thstandi ng paragraph—{3) SUBSECTI ON (A), the <—
reference in 49 Pa. Code 88 21.283(4) and 21.321 to the State
Board of Medicine shall remain in effect unless anended by a
regul ati on pronul gated by the State Board of Nursing.

(c) The State Board of Nursing shall promnul gate regul ations
anmendi ng Subchapter C of Chapter 21 of 49 Pa. Code to be
consistent with this act.

Section 6 7. (a) Nothing in this act shall be construed to <—
prohi bit the continued practice of certified registered nurse

practitioners who were authorized to practice in this
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Conmonweal th on the effective date of this act.

(b) Nothing in this act shall be construed to invalidate any
certification, approval, designation, health care facility
policy, collaborative agreenent, authorization to prescribe and
di spense therapeutic drugs or waiver of physician supervision

requirenent in effect on the effective date of this act.
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Section # 8. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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