PRINTER S No. 1304

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1041 55

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, ERI CKSQON, BOSCOLA, COSTA, KUKOVI CH,
LAVALLE AND LEMMOND, SEPTEMBER 5, 2001

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
SEPTEMBER 5, 2001
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Forest Stewardship Program and the Stewardship

Incentive Programin the Bureau of Forestry of the Departnent

of Conservation and Natural Resources; and establishing the

Pennsyl vani a Forest Stewardship Committee and providing for

its powers and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Forest
St ewar dshi p Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bureau." The Bureau of Forestry of the Departnent of
Conservation and Natural Resources of the Commonweal t h.

"Conmittee.” The Pennsylvania Forest Stewardship Commttee

est abl i shed under section 3.

“"Private, nonindustrial forest land." Rural, as determ ned
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by the State Forester, lands with existing tree cover or
suitable for growing trees, and owned by any private individual
or group.

"State Forester."” The State Forester of Pennsyl vani a.
Section 3. Advisory conmttee.

(a) Establishnent.--The Pennsyl vani a Forest Stewardship
Committee is hereby established as an advisory conmttee in the
bur eau.

(b) Powers and duties.--The conmttee shall provide advice,
assi stance and recommendations to the State Forester and the
bureau concerni ng t he:

(1) Devel opnent, inplenentation, nonitoring and updating
of the Pennsylvani a Forest Stewardship Pl an.

(2) Devel oprment of a |ist of approved forest activities
for the Stewardship Incentive Program

(3) Any other matter as the State Forester or the bureau
may request.

(c) Menbers.--The nenbers of the commttee shall be
appoi nted by the Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources
upon the recommendation of the State Forester. The nenbers of
the commttee shall represent Federal, State and | ocal
gover nment agencies and private organi zations with professional
knowl edge or interest in the nmanagenent of the forest ecosystem
The nunber of comm ttee nenbers shall be determ ned by the
secretary upon the reconmendati on of the State Forester.

(d) Expenses.--Menbers of the conmttee shall serve w thout
conpensati on but shall be reinbursed for their actual and
necessary expenses in carrying out their duties as conmttee
menbers.

(e) Meetings.--The conmittee shall neet at |east twice a
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year. The comm ttee shall annually el ect a chairman and vice
chai rman from anong its nmenbers. A nmenber of the commttee who
is a Federal or State enployee shall be ineligible to be el ected
as chairman or vice chairman of the commttee.

(f) Quorum--A mgjority of the nmenbers of the conmttee
shall constitute the quorum of the commttee necessary to
conduct the business of the conmttee. A nenber of the commttee
may designate in witing another person to serve on the
conmittee as that nenber's alternate.

(g) Adm nistration services.--The bureau shall provide
adm ni strative services for the advisory conmttee.

Section 4. Forest Stewardship Program

(a) Establishnent.--There shall be a Forest Stewardship
Programin the Bureau of Forestry of the Departnent of
Conservation and Natural Resources. The bureau shall inplenent
the program authorized by Federal |aw and adm ni stered
nationally by the United States Departnent of Agriculture Forest
Service, as provided in this section.

(b) Purpose.--The purpose of the programis to assi st
private | andowners to:

(1) Mre actively manage their forests and their rel ated
resour ces.

(2) Keep their forests in a productive and heal t hy
condition for current and future generations.

(3) Increase the econom c and environnental benefits of
their forests.

(c) Pennsylvania Forest Stewardship Plan.--The bureau, in
consultation with the commttee, shall devel op a Pennsyl vani a
Forest Stewardship Plan. The plan shall describe how the bureau

will inplement the program established in subsection (a) to
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acconplish the purposes of the program The plan shall be
updat ed as necessary.

(d) Eligibility.--Private, nonindustrial forest |ands shal
be eligible for the program In order to enter forest land into
the program the | andowner shall:

(1) Prepare and submit to the State Forester a private
forest stewardship plan that:

(i) |Is prepared by a professional resource nmanager.

(ii) ldentifies and describes actions to be taken by
the | andowner to protect soil, water, range, aesthetic
quality, recreation, tinber, water and fish and wildlife
resources on the land in a manner that is conpatible with

t he objectives of the | andowner.

(ii1) |Is approved by the State Forester.

(2) Agree that all activities conducted on the | and
shall be consistent with the Private Forest Stewardship Pl an.
(e) Assistance to |andowners.--The bureau shall provide

| andowners with informational and technical assistance to help
owners understand and eval uate alternative actions they m ght
t ake, including:

(1) WManaging and enhancing the productivity of tinber,
fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, wetl ands,
recreational resources and aesthetic value of forests.

(2) Investing in practices to protect, maintain and
enhance the resources identified in paragraph (1).

(3) Ensuring that the afforestation, reforestation,

i mprovenent of poorly stocked stands, tinber stand

i nprovenent, practices necessary to inprove seedling growth

and survival and growt h enhancenment practices occur where

needed to enhance and sustain the |long-term productivity of
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ti mber and nontinber forest resources to help neet future
public demand for all forest resources and provide the
envi ronmental benefits that result.

(4) Protecting their forests from damage caused by fire,
i nsects, disease and damagi hg weat her.

(f) Recognition program--The bureau shall devel op an
appropriate recognition programfor | andowners who practice
st ewar dshi p managenent on their | ands.
Section 5. Stewardship Incentive Program

(a) Creation.--There shall be a Stewardship Incentive
Programin the Bureau of Forestry of the Departnent of
Conservation and Natural Resources. The bureau shall i npl enent
the Stewardship Incentive Program authorized by Federal |aw and
adm ni stered nationally by the United States Departnent of
Agriculture Forest Service, as provided in this section.

(b) Eligibility for assistance.--A |landowner is eligible for
cost-sharing assistance under this programif the |andowner:

(1) Has devel oped an approved private forest stewardship
pl an under section 4.

(2) Has agreed to inplenent approved activities and
practi ces under subsection (c) in accordance with the plan
for a period of not |less than ten years unless the State
Forester approves a nodification to that plan.

(3) Oms at least five but not nore than 1,000 acres of
forest |l and. The bureau may approve cost-sharing assistance
for | andowners who own up to 5,000 acres if the State
Forester determnes that significant public benefits wll
accrue from such approval.

(c) List of approved activities and practices.--The bureau,

in consultation with the commttee, shall develop a list of
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approved forest activities and practices that are eligible for
cost-sharing assistance under this program The |ist of approved
activities shall include, but not be [imted to:

(1) The establishnent, managenent, maintenance and
restoration of forests for shelter belts, w ndbreaks,
aesthetic quality and ot her conservation purposes.

(2) The sustainable growh and managenent of forests for
ti mber production.

(3) The protection, restoration and use of forest
wet | ands.

(4) The enhanced nmanagenent and nmi ntenance of native
vegetation on lands vital to water quality.

(5) The growth and nmanagenent of trees for energy
conservation purposes.

(6) The nmanagenent and mai ntenance of fish and wildlife
habi t at .

(7) The nmanagenent of outdoor recreational
opportunities.

(d) Cost-sharing paynents.--The bureau shall determ ne the
appropriate rei mbursenent rate for cost-sharing paynents and the
schedul e for maki ng such paynents. The bureau shall establish a
mechani sm for recapturing paynents nmade to a | andowner in the
event the | andowner fails to inplenent any approved activity or
practice specified in the approved Private Forest Stewardship
Plan for which the | andowner received cost-sharing paynents.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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