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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 977 55

| NTRODUCED BY BRI GHTBI LL, GREENLEAF, ERI CKSON, HELFRI CK AND
D. VH TE, JUNE 18, 2001

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 18, 2001
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for senior
j udge operational support grants.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 1906. Seni or judge operati onal support qgrants.

(a) Program--The Court Adni ni strator of Pennsyl vani a shal

create a programto defray the costs i nposed on counties by the

rules of judicial adm nistration for facilities and staff for

seni or judges assigned to the courts of commobn pl eas.

(b) Availability.--Gants will be made avail able to counties

based on the | evel of operational support provided by a county

to:

(1) Senior judges fornerly of the judicial district in

whi ch the county is situated who are requl arly or

periodically assigned in that county or who are assi gned
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pursuant to section 4544 (relating to convening nulticounty

i nvestigati ng grand jury).

(2) Visiting senior judges.

(c) Purpose.--Grants will be nmade available to counties to

rei nburse them for operati onal support provided by the county

during the precedi ng cal endar year. G ants will be cal cul at ed

based on use of judicial chanbers, utilization of the services

of alaw clerk and utilization of the services of a secretary

whi ch chanbers or services is deened adequate and appropri ate by

the Adm nistrative Ofice as foll ows:

(1) Use of judicial chanbers will be rei nbursed at the

rate of $60 per day, billable in one-half day i ncrenents.

(2) Uilization of services of a law clerk will be

rei nbursed at $20 per hour

(3) Uilization of services of a secretary will be

rei nbursed at $12 per hour.

(4) The rates of rei nbursenent set forth in this

subsection may be adjusted by the Court Adm ni strator of

Pennsyl vania for fiscal years beginning on July 1, 2004, and

thereafter.

(d) Reinbursenent.--Counties will be rei nbursed upon tinely

application by the board of comm ssioners or, in the absence of

a board of comm ssioners, the executive authority of the county

or, in the case of a county which is cotermnous with a city of

the first class, the mayor of the city of the first class. The

application shall be certified by the president judge of the

judicial district in which the county is situated, shall include

such docunmentati on as may be required by the Administrative

Ofice and shall be submtted as foll ows:

(1) Applications for rei nbursenent for operational
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support provided by counties during cal endar 2001 shall be

submtted by April 1, 2002 and grants shall be paid by June

(2) The due dates for applications for operational

support provided during cal endar years begi nni ng January 1,

2002 and thereafter shall be established by the Court

Admi ni strator of Pennsyl vani a.

(e) M ninmum standards. --The Adnministrative Ofice shall set

forth m ni mum st andards regardi ng adequacy, appropri ateness and

quality of judicial chanbers and services required to qualify

for reinbursenent.

(f) Reduction.--In the event that the total reinbursenent

qual i fying for paynent for any cal endar year exceeds the anpunt

appropri ated by the General Assenbly for such purpose, the Court

Admi ni strator of Pennsyl vania shall proportionally reduce the

grant for each county so that the total of all grants does not

exceed the anount appropri at ed.

(g) Limt on grant anount.--No county shall receive nore

t han 20% of the anpunt appropriated for senior judge operati onal

support grants in any fiscal year.

(h) Report.--Not |later than 60 days foll owi ng paynent of

grants for any year, the Court Adm nistrator of Pennsyl vani a

shall make a report to the Appropriations Conmittee of the

Senate and the Appropriations Conmittee of the House of

Representati ves setting forth the paynents nade to counties and

t he services provi ded.

(i) Expiration.--This section shall expire on June 30, 2007,

unl ess reenacted prior to that date.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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