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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 917 %5

I NTRODUCED BY ORI E, COSTA, BODACK, BELL, THOVPSON AND MJURPHY
JUNE 4, 2001

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY, AS AVENDED, APRIL 9, 2002
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for a nmental
heal th court division.

The Gener al

Assenbly of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1.

Section 951 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dated Statutes is anended to read:

§ 951. Court divisions.

(a) Philadel phia County.--The Court of Conmon Pl eas of

Phi | adel phia County shall have the follow ng divisions:

(1)
(2)
(3)

Trial division.

O phans'

court division.

Fam |y court division.

(b) Al egheny County.--The Court of Common Pl eas of

Al | egheny County shall have the follow ng divisions:

(1)
(2)
(3)

Civil division.

Cri m nal

O phans'

di vi si on.

court division.
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(4) Famly division.

(c) Oher separate orphans' court divisions.--The courts of
common pl eas of Beaver, Berks, Bucks, Canbria, Chester, Dauphin,
Del aware, Erie, Fayette, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, Luzerne,
Mont gonery, Schuyl kill, Washi ngton, Westnorel and and York
counties shall each have a separate orphans' court division.

(d) Judicial districts having no separate orphans' court
division.--1n each judicial district having no separate orphans'
court division, there shall be an orphans' court division
conposed of the court of conmmon pleas of that judicial district.

(e) Change in size of divisions.--The nunber of judges
constituting a division may be increased or reduced by order of
t he governing authority.

(f) Mental health court division.--The courts of common

pl eas of any county or judicial district nay establish a

separate nmental health court division.

Section 2. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 954. Mental health court divisions.

(a) Mental health court division.--The court of common pl eas

of any county or judicial district nay apply for a grant to

establish a nmental health court division.

(b)Y bjectives.--The nental health court division shall have

the foll owi ng objectives:

(1) |Increased cooperati on between the crinmnal justice

and nental health systens.

(2) Faster case processing tine.

(3) Inproved access to necessary services and support.

(4) Increased services for offenders wi th nental

illness.

(5) Reduced recidivism
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(6) Continued judicial supervision, including periodic

review of prelimnarily qualified offenders with nental

illness who are charged wi th m sdeneanors or nonvi ol ent

of f enses.

(c)

(7) Coordinated delivery of services, including:

(i) Specialized training of | aw enforcenent and

judi ci al personnel to identify and address the needs of a

mentally ill offender.

(ii) Voluntary outpatient or inpatient treatnent, in

the | east restrictive manner appropri ate, as determ ned

by the court, that carries with it the possibility of

di sm ssal of charges of reduced sentenci ng upon

successful conpletion of treatnent.

(iii) Centralized case nmanagenent i nvolving the

consolidation of all of a nentally ill person's cases,

i ncludi ng viol ati ons of probation, and the coordi nati on

of all nmental health treatnent plans and soci al services,

including life skills training, such as housi ng

pl acenent, vocational training, education, job placenent,

health care and rel apse prevention for each parti ci pant

who requires such services.

(iv) Continuing supervision of treatnment plan

conpliance for a termnot to exceed the maxi num al | owabl e

sentence or probation for the charged rel evant offense

and, to the extent practicable, continuity of psychiatric

care at the end of the supervi sed peri od.

Contact.--The nental health court division shall provide

28 a single point of contact where a defendant with a nental

29 disability | LLNESS may recei ve court-ordered treatnent and

30

support services in connection with a diversion from
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prosecuti on, a sentencing alternative or a termof probati on or

18 (4} The county nental health departnent shall provide

19 i tial | . o : losi | 73 led-

20 on—the—nature—of —nental—i+Hness—and—onthetreatrnent—and

21 . . L able i I ey

22 5r—A-nental—health—ecourt—shall—utitize communi-ty—nental

23 health—providers—and—other—ageneies—tooffer—defendants

4 ndividual | . .

25 (D) CRITERIA --A COURT OF COVWDON PLEAS THAT ESTABLI SHES A <—

26 MENTAL HEALTH COURT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON MAY PROVI DE THE

27 FOLLON NG THROUGH THE ADOPTI ON OF LOCAL RULES:

28 (1) REFERRAL TO THE MENTAL HEALTH Di VI SI ON.
29 (2) ACCEPTANCE, PARTI Cl PATI ON AND COVPLETI ON OF MENTAL
30 HEALTH COURT PROGRAMS.
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(3) UTILIZATI ON OF DESI GNATED STAFF, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT

LIMTED TO, A JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS, MENTAL

HEALTH REVI EW OFFI CER, PROSECUTOR, PUBLI C DEFENDER, COUNTY

VENTAL HEALTH LI Al SON AND PROBATI ON OFFI CER.

(4) INITIAL_ AND ONGO NG TRAI NI NG FOR DESI GNATED STAFF

AS NEEDED, ON THE NATURE OF MENTAL |LLNESS AND ON THE

TREATMENT AND SUPPORTI VE SERVI CES AVAI LABLE | N THE COVMUNI TY.

(5) UTILIZATI ON OF COVMUNI TY MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DERS AND

OTHER AGENCI ES TO OFFER DEFENDANTS ACCESS TO | NDI VI DUALI ZED

TREATMENT SERVI CES.

(e) Application of |aw --Proceedi ngs conducted by a judge of

the court of conmmpbn pleas or a nental health revi ew officer

pursuant to Article IV of the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L. 817,

No. 143), known as the Mental Health Procedures Act, shall be

conducted by the nental health court division.

(f) Gants.--The Adnministrative Ofice, in consultation with

the Departnment of Public Welfare Ofice of Mental Heal th and

Subst ance Abuse Services, the Departnent of Corrections and the

Pennsyl vani a Board of Probati on and Parol e, shall establish

m ni num st andards, fundi ng schedul es and procedures for awardi ng

grants for the establishnent of nmental health court divisions,

whi ch shall take into consideration, but not be limted to, the

fol l owi ng:
(1) Percentage of the iail | NCARCERATED OR SUPERVI SED <—
popul ation with nental ill ness.

(2) Denpnstrated ability to adm ni ster the program

(3) Denpnstrated ability to devel op effective responses

to provide treatnent and stability for persons w th nental

illness.

(4) Denpnstrated history of maxim zi ng Federal, State,
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| ocal and private fundi ng sources.

(5) Likelihood that the programw ||l continue to operate

after State grant fundi ng ends.

(g) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Mental illness." A diagnosable nental, behavioral or

enoti onal di sorder that:

(1) is of sufficient duration to neet di agnostic

criteria within the npst recent edition of the D agnosti c and

Stati stical Manual of Mental Di sorders published by the

Aneri can Psychi atric Associ ati on; and

(2) has resulted in functional inpairnent that

substantially interferes with or linits one or nore nmjor

life activities.

"Prelimnarily qualified offender with nental illness." A

per son who:

(1) previously or currently has been di agnosed by a

qualified nental health professional as having a nmental

illness; or

(2) is deened eligible by a designated judge.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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