PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 856 PRINTER S NO. 1670

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 766 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY THOMPSQON, ROBBINS, CONTI, STOUT AND WOZNI AK,
APRI L 3, 2001

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JANUARY 23, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled

"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto,” further providing for certain reinbursenent, FOR

MEMBERS OF THE CI VIL SERVI CE COW SSI ON AND FOR ORGANI ZATI ON

AND QUORUM OF THE COWM SSI ON.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 611 and 622 of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and anmended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569) and
anended January 28, 1988 (P.L.17, No.8), are anended to read:

Section 611. Menbership of Associations; Expenses of
Menbers. - - The townshi p comm ssioners and ot her officers of the
townshi p designated by the township comm ssioners shall attend
such conventions, conferences, institutes or schools whenever
possi bl e. Each township officer attending such convention,

conference, institute or school shall receive a certificate,

signed by the presiding officer and secretary or acting
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secretary of the association, attesting his presence at the
convention, conference, institute, or school. Such certificate
shall entitle himto collect fromthe township treasurer
expenses which shall be limted to the registration fee, m |l eage
for use of personal vehicle or reinbursenent of actual
transportati on expense going to and returning fromsuch neeting
plus all other actual expenses that the township conm ssioners
may have agreed to pay. Every del egate attendi ng the annual
neeting shall submt to the township commi ssioners an item zed
account of expenses incurred thereat. The townshi p comm ssioners
may aut horize townshi p enpl oyes to be conpensated at their
regul ar enploye rate during their attendance at the annual

neeting. The board of township conm ssioners may authorize a

commi ssi oner who i s not enpl oyed by the township to receive

total or partial rei nbursenment for | ost wages or salary while

attendi ng the annual neeting provided that sufficient

docunentati on of such wages or salary is presented to the board

of township comm ssioners to justify the rei nbursenent. The

expenses of hol di ng any such convention shall be paid pro rata
by the townships joining therein.

Section 622. Expenses of Del egates Paid by Townshi ps. --Each
del egate and ot her officer attending the annual neeting of the
State associ ation shall be all owed expenses which shall be
limted to the registration fee, mleage for use of personal
vehi cl e or rei nbursenment of actual transportati on expense goi ng
to and returning fromsuch neeting plus all other actual
expenses that the township conm ssioners may have agreed to pay.
Every del egate attendi ng the annual neeting shall submt to the
t ownshi p comm ssioners an item zed account of expenses incurred

thereat. The townshi p comm ssioners nmay authorize township
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enpl oyes to be conpensated at their regular enploye rate during

their attendance at the annual neeting. The board of township

commi ssi oners may authorize a conmi ssi oner who i s not enpl oyed

by the township to receive total or partial rei nbursenment for

| ost wages or salary while attendi ng the annual neeti ng provi ded

that sufficient docunentati on of such wages or salary is

presented to the board of township conmi ssioners to justify the

rei nbursenent. No del egate shall receive expenses for nore than

four days including the tinme enployed in traveling thereto and
therefrom together with mleage going to and returning fromthe
neeti ng. These expenses shall be paid by the respective

t ownshi ps.

SECTION 2. SECTIONS 626 AND 628 OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED TO
READ:

SECTI ON 626. ClIVIL SERVI CE COMW SSI ON CREATED; APPO NTMENTS;
VACANCI ES. - - THERE | S HEREBY CREATED | N EACH TOANSH P WHERE A
POLI CE FORCE OR PAI D FI RE APPARATUS OPERATORS AS HEREI NBEFORE
PROVI DED ARE BEI NG MAI NTAI NED, A ClVIL SERVI CE COW SSI ON,

HEREI NAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE COWM SSI ON. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL
CONSI ST OF THREE COWMM SSI ONERS WHO SHALL BE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS
OF THE TOANSHI P AND SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TOWNSHI P
COW SSI ONERS | NI TI ALLY TO SERVE FOR THE TERMS OF TWO, FOUR AND
SI X YEARS, AND AS TERMS THEREAFTER EXPI RE SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR
TERMS OF SI X YEARS

ANY VACANCY OCCURRI NG | N ANY COW SSI ON FOR ANY REASON
VWHATSOEVER SHALL BE FI LLED FOR THE UNEXPI RED TERM W THI N THE
PERI OD OF THI RTY DAYS AFTER SUCH VACANCY OCCURS

EACH MEMBER OF THE COWM SSI ON CREATED BY THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON
BEFORE ENTERI NG UPON THE DI SCHARGE OF THE DUTI ES OF H S OFFI CE,
SHALL TAKE AN OATH OR AFFI RVATI ON TO SUPPORT THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
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THE UNI TED STATES AND OF THE COMMONVWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A AND TO
PERFORM HI S OFFI CI AL DUTI ES W TH FI DELI TY.
THE TOMSHI P COWM SSI ONERS MAY_APPO NT__NO MORE THAN THREE

QUALI FI ED ELECTORS OF THE TOMSHI P TO SERVE AS ALTERNATE MEMBERS

OF THE COVM SSION. THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF THE ALTERNATE MEMBERS

SHALL BE SI X YEARS. VWHEN SEATED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 628, AN

ALTERNATE SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO PARTI Cl PATE I N ALL PROCEEDI NGS

AND DI SCUSSI ONS_OF THE COWM SSI ON TO THE SAME AND FULL EXTENT AS

PROVI DED BY LAW FOR COVM SSI ON MEMBERS, | NCLUDI NG SPECI FI CALLY

THE RIGHT TO CAST A VOTE AS A VOII NG MEMBER DURI NG THE

PROCEEDI NGS, AND SHALL HAVE ALL THE POWNERS AND DUTI ES SET FORTH

IN TH S ACT AND AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY LAW ALTERNATES SHALL

HOLD NO OTHER OFFICE I N THE TOMNSHI P. ANY ALTERNATE MNAY

PARTI Cl PATE | N ANY PROCEEDI NG OR DI SCUSSI ON OF_ THE COWM SSI ON

BUT SHALL NOT_BE ENTITLED TO VOTE AS A MEMBER OF THE COWM SS| ON

UNLESS DESI GNATED AS A VOTI NG ALTERNATE MEMBER PURSUANT TO

SECTI ON 628.

SECTI ON 628. ORGANI ZATI ON OF COW SSI ON; QUORUM - - THE
COW SSI ON FI RST APPO NTED SHALL ORGANI ZE W THI N TEN DAYS OF | TS
APPO NTMENT AND SHALL ELECT ONE OF | TS MEMBERS AS THE CHAI RVAN
AND ONE AS THE SECRETARY. THE COWMM SSI ON SHALL THEREAFTER MEET
AND ORGANI ZE ON THE FI RST MONDAY OF EACH EVEN- NUMBERED YEAR.
EACH COW SSI ONER SHALL BE NOTI FI ED | N WRI TI NG OF EACH AND EVERY
MEETI NG [ TWJ THREE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE

A QUORUM [AND NO . | F, BY REASON OF ABSENCE OR DI SQUALI FI CATI ON

OF A MEMBER, A QUORUM IS NOT REACHED, THE CHAI RVAN SHALL

DESI GNATE AS MANY ALTERNATE MEMBERS OF THE COMM SSION TO SIT ON

THE COWM SSI ON AS MAY BE NEEDED TO PROVI DE A QUORUM _ANY

ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE COVM SSI ON SHALL CONTI NUE TO SERVE ON

THE COWM SSION N ALL PROCEEDI NGS | NVOLVI NG THE MATTER OR CASE
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FOR WHI CH THE ALTERNATE WAS I NI TIALLY APPO NTED UNTI L THE

COW SSI ON HAS MADE A FI NAL_DETERM NATI ON OF THE MATTER OR CASE.

DESI GNATI ON OF AN ALTERNATE PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE

MADE ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASI S | N ROTATI ON ACCORDI NG TO DECLI NI NG

SHALL BE VALID UNLESS I T SHALL HAVE THE CONCURRENCE OF AT LEAST

1
2
3
4
5 SENIORITY AMONG ALL ALTERNATES. NO ACTI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON
6
7 TWDO MEMBERS.

8

Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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