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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 696 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, KUKOVI CH, BODACK, COSTA, CONTI, O PAKE,
TI LGHVAN, HUGHES, TARTAGLI ONE, SCHWARTZ, KI TCHEN, MELLOW
RHOADES, BOSCOLA, STOUT, LEMMOND AND STACK, MARCH 27, 2001

SENATE AMENDVENTS TO HOUSE AMENDVENTS, DECEMBER 11, 2001
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 6, 1989 (P.L.169, No.32), entitled, as
anmended, "An act providing for the regulation of storage
tanks and tank facilities; inposing additional powers and
duties on the Department of Environmental Protection and the
Environnental Quality Board; and naking an appropriation,”
DEFI NI NG " ENVI RONMENTAL MEDI A"; AND providing for certain
notification when there are rel eases from storage tanks.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 103 OF THE ACT OF JULY 6, 1989 (P.L. 169,
NO 32), KNOWN AS THE STORAGE TANK AND SPI LL PREVENTI ON ACT, IS
AMENDED BY ADDI NG A DEFI NI TI ON TO READ
SECTI ON 103. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N TH S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:
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"ENVI RONVENTAL _MEDIA. " SO L, SEDI MENT, SURFACE WATER

GROUNDWATER, BEDROCK AND Al R.

* * %

SECTION 2. SECTION 904 OF THE ACT | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:
Secti on 904. Noti ficati on.

* * %

(e) Releases from storage tanks.--Upon the occurrence of a

rel ease froma storage tank, the owner or operator of the

storage tank shall imediately notify the appropriate regi onal

office of the departnent. The owner or operator shall notify the

departnent, as soon as practicable, but no |later than 24 hours

after the confirmation of a reportable release. Wthin 15 days

of the notice required under this subsection, the owner or

operator shall provide witten notification to the departnent

and to each nmunicipality in which the reportabl e rel ease has

occurred, and each nmunicipality where that rel ease has i npacted

environnental media or water supplies, buil dings or sewer or

other utility lines. The witten notification shall describe, to

the extent the information is avail able, the requl ated subst ance

involved in the rel ease, the quantity of the substance rel eased,

when the rel ease occurred, where the rel ease occurred, the

affected environnental nedia and rel evant i nformati on concerni ng

the effect of the rel ease on public health, inpacts to water

supplies, buildings or to sewer or other utility lines. The

notice shall also include informati on on renedi al actions that

are planned, initiated or conpl eted. The owner or operator shal

al so provide witten notification to the departnment and each

i mpacted nunicipality of new inpacts to environnental nedia or

wat er supplies, buildings or sewer or other utility |lines
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di scovered after the initial witten notification required under

this subsection. This witten notification shall be made within

15 days of the discovery of the new inpact. |If the departnent

deternmines at any tine that the rel ease poses an i nmedi ate

threat to public health and safety, the departnent and any

i mpacted nunicipalities nay eval uate and i npl enent reasonabl e

procedures to provide the public with appropriate i nformation

about the situation which nmay, at a mini nrum include a sunmary
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of the details surrounding the release and its inpacts in a
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newspaper of general circulation serving the area in which the
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i mpacts are occurri ng.
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Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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