HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 634, 943 PRINTER S NO. 1099

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 597 =55

| NTRODUCED BY CGERLACH, O PAKE, LOGAN, COSTA, BELL, BGOSCOLA,
GREENLEAF, EARLL AND STACK, MARCH 9, 2001

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 5, 2001
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the first, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes; anendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; relating to inposition of excise taxes by counti es,

i ncl udi ng authorizing inposition of an excise tax on the

rental of notor vehicles by counties of the first class; and

provi ding for regional renaissance initiatives," further

provi di ng FOR ASSI STANT COUNTY SOLICI TORS, for THE TI ME FOR <—
THE ELECTI ON OF CONTROLLERS I N COUNTIES OF THE SI XTH, SEVENTH

AND El GHTH CLASSES AND FOR authority to sell or |ease real

property.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 605 OF THE ACT OF AUGUST 9, 1955 <—
(P.L.323, NO 130), KNOWN AS THE COUNTY CODE, |S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 605. ESTABLI SHVENT OF OFFI CE OF CONTRCLLER I'N
COUNTI ES OF THE SI XTH, SEVENTH AND El GHTH CLASSES. --(A) THE
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OFFI CE OF CONTRCOLLER MAY BE ESTABLI SHED I N ANY COUNTY OF THE

SI XTH, SEVENTH OR ElI GHTH CLASS BY THE AFFI RVATI VE VOTE OF A
MAJORI TY OF THE ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY VOTI NG ON THE QUESTI ON
SUBM TTED, AS HEREI N PROVI DED, AT [ ANY] THE GENERAL[, MJNI Cl PAL
OR PRI MARY] ELECTION IN WHI CH THE AUDI TORS ARE IN THE TH RD YEAR

OF THEIR TERM

(B) THE QUESTI ON SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE ELECTORS OF THE
COUNTY [UPON PETITION, I N WRI TING OF ONE HUNDRED QUALI FI ED
ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY] WHENEVER COUNTY ELECTORS FILE A PETITI ON

CONTAI NI NG SI GNATURES EQUAL_TO AT LEAST FI VE PER CENTUM OF THE

H GHEST VOTE CAST FOR ANY OFFICE IN THE COUNTY AT THE LAST

PRECEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON. SUCH PETI TI ON SHALL BE FI LED WTH

THE COUNTY COW SSI ONERS AT LEAST SI XTY DAYS BEFORE THE DAY OF
[ ANY] THE GENERAL[, MJUNI Cl PAL OR PRI MARY] ELECTI ON AT WHI CH THE
QUESTION IS TO BE SUBM TTED. |IF THE PETI TION | S SUFFI Cl ENTLY

SI GNED THE COUNTY COMM SSI ONERS SHALL CAUSE THE QUESTI ON TO BE
SUBM TTED I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY THE PENNSYLVANI A ELECTI ON
CODE.

(© |IF THE MAJORITY OF ELECTORS VOTI NG ON THE QUESTI ON SHALL
VOTE | N FAVOR OF ESTABLI SH NG THE OFFI CE OF COUNTY CONTROLLER,
SUCH OFFI CE SHALL THEREBY BE ESTABLI SHED, AND, AT THE NEXT
MUNI CI PAL ELECTI ON, AND QUADRENNI ALLY THEREAFTER, THE ELECTORS
OF THE COUNTY SHALL CHOOSE A C TI ZEN OF THE COUNTY FOR THE
OFFI CE OF CONTRCLLER I'N PLACE OF THE COUNTY AUDI TORS.

SECTI ON 2. SECTION 904 OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 22, 1981
(P.L.524, NO 147), 1S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 904. ASSI STANT COUNTY SOLI Cl TORS. - - THE COUNTY

COW SSI ONERS MAY APPO NT [ NOT MORE THAN THREE] ONE OR MORE
ASSI STANT COUNTY SCLI C TORS, AND, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS, SPECI AL COUNSEL WHO SHALL BE ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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ADM TTED TO PRACTICE I N THE COURTS OF THH S COWONVEALTH. EACH
ASSI STANT AND SPECI AL COUNSEL SHALL PERFORM SUCH DUTI ES | N
CONNECTI ON W TH THE LEGAL AFFAI RS OF THE COUNTY AS MAY BE
ASSI GNED TO HM BY THE COUNTY COMM SSI ONERS OR THE COUNTY
SALI A TOR

SECTI ON 3. SECTION 2306 OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 22,
2000 (P.L.1019, NO 142), |I'S AMENDED TO READ

Section 2306. Authority to Sell or Lease Real Property.--(a)
The board of comm ssioners may sell for not less than the fair
mar ket val ue or | ease, either as |essor or |essee, any real
property belonging to the county or to others where the county
is |lessee. If the comm ssioners know or have reason to believe
that the property to be sold contains oil, gas, coal, stone,
ti mber or other mneral or forest products of comrercial val ue,
such know edge or belief shall be advertised together with the
description of the land in at |east two newspapers, in said
county, of general circulation, once a week for three
consecutive weeks. The fair market value of real property in the
case of a sale valued in excess of ten thousand dollars
($10, 000) shall be determined by the county conm ssioners in
consultation with two of the follow ng: the county assessor

[licensed real estate brokers, or l|icensed] CERTIFI ED BROKER- <—

APPRAI SERS OR CERTI FI ED real estate appraisers doi ng business

within the county. In the case of any | ease of county property
her eunder, such property, with any and all inprovenents or
additions thereon or thereto, shall, in the hands of the | essee,
be subject to taxation by such county and any other political
subdi vision therein, in the same manner as other real estate

| ocated in the county. Such taxes shall be |levied and assessed

agai nst and paid by the | essee. This section shall not apply to
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| eases or sales of county property or other property which are
ot herwi se specifically provided for by |aw

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not be nandatory
where county real property is to be sold to any of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Acity, borough, town, township, institution district,
school district, volunteer fire conpany, vol unteer anbul ance
service or volunteer rescue squad | ocated within the county.

(2) A nunicipal authority pursuant to the act of May 2, 1945
(P.L.382, No.164), known as the "Municipality Authorities Act of
1945. "

(3) A nonprofit corporation or limted partnership in which
a nonprofit corporation is a general partner and nmanagi ng agent
engaged in community industrial, commercial or affordable
housi ng devel opnment or reuse for its exclusive use for
i ndustrial, comrercial or affordable housing devel opnent. This
exenption shall not apply to property owned and operated by a
county or subcontracted or operated on the behalf of a county in
order to conduct existing governnent functions.

(4) A person for his exclusive use in an industrial
devel opnent program

(5) A nonprofit corporation organized as a public library
for its exclusive use as a library.

(6) A nonprofit medical service corporation for its
exclusive use as a site for a nedical service facility.

(7) A nonprofit housing corporation for its exclusive use
for housing for the elderly or for |owincone housing.

(8) The Federal Governnent.

(9) The Commonweal th

(10) An authority pursuant to the act of August 23, 1967
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(P.L.251, No.102), known as the "Economnm c Devel opnent Fi nanci ng

(11) A redevel opnent authority pursuant to the act of My

24, 1945 (P.L.991, No.385), known as the "U ban Redevel opnent

When the real property is to be sold or leased to a qualified
entity under this subsection, the board of conm ssioners may

el ect to accept such nom nal consideration for such sale as it
shall deem appropriate. Real property sold pursuant to this
subsection to any entity under this subsection, other than a
city, borough, town, township, institution district, school
district, municipal authority pursuant to the "Municipality

Aut horities Act of 1945," |located within the county, the Federal
Government or the Commonweal th shall be subject to the condition
that when the property is not used for the purposes of the
entity the property shall revert to the county.

Section 2 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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