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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, further providing for the Suprenme Court and
for the election of justices, judges and justices of the
peace.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl
That sections 2(b) and 13(a) and (b) of Article V be anended
to read:
§ 2. Suprene Court.
The Suprene Court * * *

(b) shall consist of seven justices, one of whom shall be

the Chief Justice. Two justices shall be elected from each of

the three appellate court electoral districts established in

section 13. The Chief Justice shall be appointed by the Gover nor

with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the nenbers el ected

to the Senate; and
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8§ 13. Election of justices, judges and justices of the peace;

vacanci es.

(a) [Justices, judges] (1) Judges of the courts of conmobn

pl eas, judges of the nmunicipal court and traffic court in the

City of Philadelphia, and justices of the peace shall be el ected

at the municipal election next preceding the conmencenent of
their respective terns of office by the electors of the
Commonweal th or the respective districts in which they are to
serve.

(2) |In accordance with the following, all justices and

judges of the Suprene, Superior and Conmonweal th Courts, with

the exception of the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court, shal

be elected fromthe southeastern, central or western appell ate

court electoral districts, according to their place of

resi dence. The sout heastern appell ate court el ectoral district

shall be conposed of the foll owing counti es: Bucks, Chester,

Del awar e, Montgonery, Northanpton and Phil adel phia. Two Suprene

Court justices and one-third of the full conpl enent of Superi or

and Commonweal th Court judges shall be el ected fromand shall be

resi dents of the southeastern appell ate court el ectoral

district. The central appellate court electoral district shal

consi st of the follow ng counties: Adans, Bedford, Berks, Blair,

Bradford, Carbon, Centre, Cinton, Col unbia, Cunberl and,

Dauphi n, Franklin, Fulton, Hunti ngdon, Juni ata, Lackawanna,

Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehi gh, Luzerne, Mfflin, Monroe, MNbntour,

Nor t hunber!l and, Perry, Pike, Schuylkill, Snyder, Sullivan,

Susquehanna, Ti oga, Uni on, Wayne, Woni ng and York. Two Suprene

Court justices and one-third of the full conpl enent of Superi or

and Commonweal th Court judges shall be el ected fromand shall be
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residents of the central appellate court electoral district. The

western appell ate court electoral district shall consist of the

foll owi ng counti es: All egheny, Arnstrong, Beaver, Butler,

Canbria, Caneron, Clarion, Clearfield, Ctawford, Elk, FErie,

Fayette, Forest, Greene, |Indiana, Jefferson, Lawence, Lycom nq,

McKean, Mercer, Potter, Sonerset, Venango, Warren, \WAshi ngton

and Westnorel and. Two Suprene Court justices and one-third of

the full conpl enent of Superior and Commpbnweal th Court |udges

shall be elected fromand shall be residents of the western

appell ate court electoral district.

(3) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall be

appoi nted by the Governor with the advi ce and consent of two-

thirds of the nenbers elected to the Senate, beqginning with the

January seating of the newly elected justices elected in the

first Novenmber general election follow ng the adopti on of this

par agraph. The reqgul ar term of the Chief Justice shall be for

ten years fromthe tine of appointnent. In maki ng the

appoi ntnent, the Governor shall consider the qualificati ons and

experi ence of the appointee to Chief Justice, including, but not

limted to, the appoi ntee's adnm ni strative qualifications and

experi ence.

(b) A vacancy in the office of justice, judge or justice of
t he peace shall be filled by appointnment by the Governor. Except

for the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court, appointees to the

Suprene, Superior and Commonweal th Courts shall be residents of

the appell ate court electoral district wherein the vacancy has

occurred. The appointnment shall be with the advice and consent
of two-thirds of the nenbers elected to the Senate, except in
the case of justices of the peace which shall be by a ngjority.

The person so appointed shall serve for a termending on the
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first Monday of January follow ng the next nunicipal election
nore than ten nonths after the vacancy occurs or for the

remai nder of the unexpired term whichever is |ess, except in the
case of persons selected as additional judges to the Superior
Court, where the Ceneral Assenbly may stagger and fix the length
of the initial ternms of such additional judges by reference to
any of the first, second and third runicipal elections nore than
ten nonths after the additional judges are sel ected. The manner
by whi ch any additional judges are sel ected shall be provided by
this section for the filling of vacancies in judicial offices.

* %k

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anmendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first

primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
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1 nonths after the proposed constitutional amendnent is passed by

2 the General Assenbly.
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