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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 362 %5

I NTRODUCED BY MELLOW KASUNI C, MUSTO AND WOZNI AK,
FEBRUARY 7, 2001

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, FEBRUARY 7, 2001
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AN ACT

Providing for conditions for renoval of nenbers of certain
commi ssi ons and boards of the Conmonweal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Agency
Integrity Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Protecting the integrity, independence and stability
of agenci es of Comonweal th governnent whi ch expend
t axpayers' noneys, render decisions that inpact on |lives of
citizens or promnulgate regul ations which affect the rights of
citizens is critical.
(2) Statutory procedures already exist that protect
certain agenci es of Commonweal th governnment but not are not
in place for other agencies.

(3) Recent events have highlighted the need to preserve
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the integrity, independence and insure the stability of these

agenci es.

(4) The Pennsylvani a Suprene Court has recogni zed the
CGeneral Assenbly has the authority to limt the Governor's
ability to renove nenbers of boards and conmm ssi ons.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vania Fi sh and Boat Conmm ssion, the
Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi ssion, the Pennsyl vania Historical and
Museum Commi ssi on, the Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke Commr ssion, the
Pennsyl vani a Li quor Control Board, the Pennsylvania Human
Rel ati ons Commi ssi on, the Pennsylvania Labor Rel ations Board,

t he Pennsyl vania Securities Conmm ssion, the State Tax
Equal i zati on Board and Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance
Agency.

“Menber." A commi ssioner or board nenber of an agency, who
is confirnmed by the Senate for that position.
Section 4. Renoval of nenber.

The Governor may, by and with the consent of two-thirds of
all the nmenbers of the Senate, renove any nenber of an agency
for inconpetence, inefficiency, neglect of duty, nalfeasance or
m sfeasance in office, by giving the nmenber a statenent, in
witing, of the charges against the nmenber and affording the
menber an opportunity to nake a witten answer and on request be
publicly heard in person and by counsel after a notice of not
| ess than ten days. If a nenber is renoved, the Governor shal
file with the Departnment of State a conplete statenent of al

charges made agai nst the nenber and the Governor's findings
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1 thereon, together with a copy of the nenber's answer and a

2 conplete record of any proceedi ngs.

3 Section 5. Exceptions.

4 (a) Menbers of General Assenbly.--This act shall not apply
5 to a nenber of the General Assenbly who serves as a nenber of an
6 agency by virtue of being a |l egislator or who serves by virtue
7 of being appointed by the President pro tenpore of the Senate,
8 the Majority Leader of the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the

9 Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
10 Mjority Leader of the House of Representatives or the Mnority
11 Leader of the House of Representatives.
12 (b) Heads of executive departnents.--This act shall not
13 apply to any head of an executive departnent who serves as a
14 nmenber of an agency by virtue of hol ding an appointed office.
15 Section 6. Repeal.
16 Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
17 inconsistent with this act.
18 Section 7. Effective date.
19 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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