PRINTER S NO. 325

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 320 %5

| NTRODUCED BY TARTAGLI ONE, WAGNER, MELLOW STOQUT, MJSTO, BODACK,
SCHWARTZ, KUKOVI CH, O PAKE, KASUNI C, COSTA AND LOGAN,
FEBRUARY 6, 2001

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, FEBRUARY 6, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," providing for health and
safety grants for licensed child day-care providers; and
maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Article VII of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the Public Welfare Code, is anended by adding a
subarticle to read:

(f) Health and Safety G ants

for Licensed Child Day Care Providers

Secti on 781. Decl arati on of Policy.--The General Assenbly

finds and decl ares as foll ows:

(1) It is a fundamental concern of parents of children and

the people of this Commpbnwealth that child day care centers and

famly day care hones provide a healthy and safe environnent to

chi | dren.

(2) It is essential that children's day care environnents be
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enhanced to provide nmaxi nrum health and safety.

(3) It is in the best interest of the health and safety of

children and famlies who use day care facilities to provide

grants to eligible child day care providers for projects or

i mprovenents to facilities which enhance the health and safety

of chil dren.

Secti on 782. Definitions.--As used in this subarticle:

"Child day care" neans care in lieu of parental care given

for part of the twenty-four hour day to children away fromtheir

own hones.

"Child day care center" neans any preni ses operated for

profit in which child day care is provided si nul taneously for

seven or nore children who are not relatives of the operator,

except such centers operated under social service auspi ces.

"Facility" neans a child day care center or famly day care

honme |icensed by the departnent.

"Fami |y day care hone" neans any hone in which child day care

is provided at any one tine to four through six children who are

not relatives of the careqiver.

"Gant program neans the Child Care Provider Health and

Safety Grant Program establi shed under section 783.

Secti on 783. Health and Safety Grants for Child Day Care

Centers.--A Child Care Provider Health and Safety Grant Program

is hereby established within the departnent. Through this

program the departnment shall provide grants, under its

licensing jurisdiction, to eligible child day care or fanily day

care hone providers for financial assistance for projects which

i nprove or enhance a safe and healthy environnent for child day

Section 784. Application for Grant.--A person who nai ntai ns
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or operates a licensed child day care center or fanily day care

home may apply to the departnent for a grant for the child day

care facility. Application fornms shall be devel oped and

furni shed on request by the departnent.

Secti on 785. Eligibility Criteria.--(a) The departnent

shall establish, through rules and requl ations, the criteria for

eliqgibility for the grant program The criteria shall require,

anong ot her things, that the grant fund activities, which

i nclude, but are not limted to, resolving newly identified

fire, health and safety i ssues necessary for the facility to

provide care to children in a safer and heal thi er environnent,

(1) Lead paint abatenent in areas exposed to chil dren.

(2) Necessary upgradi ng or installati on of an i nterconnected

autonatic fire detection alarmsystemthat is snoke sensi ng or

wat er sprinkling when the existing systemis deened no | onger in

the best interest and safety of children.

(3) Necessary updradi ng or encl osure of unsafe or dangerous

areas or playgrounds, which are used prinmarily to provi de care

to chil dren.

(4) Necessary updgrading or installation of running water in

roons used primarily to provide care to children.

(5) Necessary upgrading of facilities to enhance access to

children with speci al needs.

(b)Y The maxi num grant for which a facility is eligible under

the grant programis three thousand dollars ($3, 000).

(c) The departnent is solely responsible for the sel ection

of grantees and award of grants under this subarticle.

Secti on 786. Penal ti es and Enforcenent.--(a) A child day

care provider which ternm nates the ownershi p, operati on and
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mai ntenance of a facility wthin twenty-four nonths after

recei pt of a grant for that facility under this subarticle shal

be responsi bl e for repaynent of grant noneys to the departnent.

Child day care providers which conti nue to own, operate and

mai ntain a child day care facility beyond twenty-four nonths

after receipt of a grant for that facility shall not be

responsi bl e for repaynent of grant noneys to the departnent.

(b)Y The departnent shall have the right to enter, inspect

and verify that noneys received through the grant program have

been used for the eliqgible projects or inprovenents requested in

the provider's grant application. Wiere it is found that grant

noneys were not used for projects or inprovenent of facilities

as requested, the provider is responsi ble for repaynent of al

noneys recei ved through the grant program

Secti on 787. Rul es and Requl ati ons. --The departnent shal

adopt rules and requl ati ons necessary to i npl enent the

provi sions of this subarticle.

Section 2. The sum of $100, 000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Public
Wl fare for the fiscal year July 1, 2001, to June 30, 2002, for
the allocation of health and safety grants to |licensed day-care
provi ders.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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