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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 307 %5

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, MELLOW O PAKE, WAGNER, MJSTO, FUMO,
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REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 5, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No.48), entitled "An
act relating to health care; prescribing the powers and
duties of the Department of Health; establishing and

provi ding the powers and duties of the State Health

Coordi nati ng Council, health systens agencies and Health Care

Policy Board in the Departnent of Health, and State Health

Facility Hearing Board in the Departnment of Justice;

providing for certification of need of health care providers

and prescribing penalties,” further providing for reports by
the Departnent of Health to the General Assenbly.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 804 of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130,
No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities Act, anended
Decenber 18, 1992 (P.L.1602, No.179), is anended to read:
Section 804. Adm nistration.

(a) Discrimnation prohibited.--Except as ot herw se provided
by law, no provider shall discrimnate in the operation of a
health care facility on the basis of race, creed, sex or
national origin.

(b) Prevention of duplication.--In carrying out the
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provi sions of this chapter and other statutes of this
Commonweal th relating to health care facilities, the departnent
and ot her departnents and agencies of the State and | ocal
governnments shall nake every reasonable effort to prevent
duplication of inspections and exam nations. The departnent nmay
make the dates of |icensure expiration coincide with nedical
assi stance and Medicare certification or applicable nationally
recogni zed accrediting agenci es accreditation and shall conbine
t hese surveys and i nspections where practical.

(c) Health care innovation.--The departnent shall adm nister
this chapter so as to encourage innovation and experinmentation
in health care and health care facilities consistent with the
provi sions of this chapter and shall encourage contributions of
private funds and services to health care facilities.

(d) Reports.--

(1) The departnment shall report annually to the CGeneral
Assenbly on the effectiveness of the |icensing and
enforcenment of this chapter. [Such report shall include
appropriate data according to nature of facility relating to
provi sional |icenses issued, nature of violations of
regul ati ons and nunber of facilities against which sanctions

had to be taken.] The report shall include:

(i) the total nunmber of facilities licensed in this

Commpnweal t h;

(ii) the nunber of facilities inspected during the

precedi ng vear;

(iii) the nunber of residents occupyi ng these

facilities;

(iv) the nunber of new licenses issued in the

pr evi ous vyear
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1 (v) the nunber of facilities cited for violations of
2 | aw or requl ation;

3 (vi) the total nunber of violations found by the

4 depart nent ;

5 (vii) —a nunerical breakdown of the violations

6 according to type, scope_and nature;

7 (viii) the nunber of facilities sanctioned,

8 including:

9 (A) the nunber of facilities fined;

10 (B) the total anpunt of fines collected and

11 expended;

12 (© _ the nunber of facilities issued provisional
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14 (D) the nunber of facilities where adm ssions
15 wer e suspended or banned;

16 (E) the nunber of facilities where tenporary

17 managenent was appoi nt ed;

18 (F) the nunber of facilities closed for

19 deficiencies posing an imedi ate and serious threat
20 to the health or safety of the patients or residents;
21 (G the reasons for the sanctions;

22 (H _whether the sanctions were anended or waived
23 by the departnent; and

24 (1) the reasons for the anmendnent or waiver.

25 (ix) an overview of the departnent’'s conpl aint

26 resol ution system including:

27 (A) the nunber of patient care conplaints

28 received by the departnent according to severity;

29 (B) the nunber of conplaint investigations

30 initiated within the tine periods prescribed by the
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departnent; and

(C) the nunber of conplaint investigati ons that

failed to be initiated within the tine peri ods

prescri bed by the departnent.

(x) any other informati on the departnent deens

(2) The departnent's initial report shall cover cal endar

vear 1997 and shall be submtted to the General Assenbly

within 30 days of the effective date of subsection (d)(2).

The departnment shall issue an annual report each year

hereafter which shall be submtted to the General Assenbly

not |later than January 30 of the year foll owing the year

covered in the report.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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