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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 209 %5

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, M WH TE, ROBBINS, COSTA, BELL
TOWLI NSON, MJUSTO, STOUT, LAVALLE, LEMVOND, BOSCOLA, DENT,
BODACK AND TARTAGLI ONE, JANUARY 31, 2001

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 31, 2001
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AN ACT
Establishing a programw thin the Departnent of Education to
provide grants to engineering degree-granting schools to
assist in the acquisition of new engineering equipnent or the
upgr adi ng of existing engineering equi pment that is necessary

to provide students with the courses required to obtain a

degree in engineering.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Engi neering
School Equi pnent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The board of directors of the Ben Franklin/IRC
Part nershi p under section 3 of the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L. 439,
No. 64), known as the Ben Franklin/IRC Partnership Act.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Commonweal t h.

"Engi neeri ng degree-granting school.” An institution of
hi gher education which offers curriculumin engineering or
engi neering technol ogy which has been approved by the
Accreditation Board of Engi neering and Technol ogy (ABET) and is
recogni zed as such by the State Registration Board for
Pr of essi onal Engi neers.

"Equi prent. " Basic instructional equi pment of an engi neering
nature used in the teaching of undergraduate or graduate
engi neering or engineering technol ogy.

"Ful |l -time equival ent engineering student.” The enroll nment
i n baccal aureate and graduate prograns of engineering schools
expressed in terns of full-tinme students as determ ned by the
depart nment.

Section 3. Engineering equipnent acquisition and upgrade.

(a) Program--There is established within the departnent a
programto provide grants to engi neering degree-granting
schools. The program shall be adm nistered by the board. Funds
provi ded through this programshall be used exclusively for the
acqui sition of new engi neering equi pnent and the upgradi ng of
exi sting engi neering equi pnment that is necessary to provide
students with the courses required to obtain a baccal aureate or
graduat e engi neering degree. The board shall:

(1) Promul gate such policies, devel op such forns and
institute such procedures as nmay be necessary to inplenment
this act.

(2) Allocate to each engineering school funds for which
it is eligible under this act.

(3) Approve or disapprove any request for expenditures

for the purchase or upgradi ng of equipnent.
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(4) Require such information and records from each
engi neering school as it deens necessary.

(5) Request the departnment to certify to the board the
full -time equival ent enroll ment of baccal aureate and graduate
engi neering students at each engi neering school in the nost
recent year for which data are avail abl e.

(b) Allocation of funds.--The funds appropriated for
utilization pursuant to this act shall be allocated by the board
for grants to the engi neering degree-granting schools based on
the ratio of full-time equival ent students enrolled in
baccal aureat e and graduat e engi neeri ng prograns at each school
to the total nunber of full-tinme equival ent undergraduate and
graduat e engi neering students in this Commonweal t h.

(c) Expenditure of funds.--All grants nmade to engi neering
degree-granting schools shall be expended only for equi pnent. No
engi neering school shall expend any grant funds on equi pnent
unless it al so expends funds obtained fromprivate sources on
t hat equiprment. At |east $1 of private funds shall be required
for each $1 of grant funds fromthis program paid to engineering
degree-granting schools. Grants made under this act shall not be
used to supplant existing Federal, State or |ocal funds for the
acqui sition or upgradi ng of engi neering equipnent. As used in
this subsection the term"private funds" shall include funds
obt ai ned from corporate foundati ons.

(d) Distribution of unused funds.--Any allocated funds which
have not been expended consistent with subsection (c) by June 30
of each year shall be available for reallocation by the board.
Section 4. Indicators of programinpact.

The departnent shall report to the General Assenbly by March
31, 2002, and each March 31 thereafter, on the inpact of the
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program including the types of equipnment funded and the anount
of private sector matching funds generated. All recipients of
grants under this act shall provide information requested by the
departnent for the purposes of this report.
Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $2, 000,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education

to carry out the provisions of this act.
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Section 6. Expiration.
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This act shall expire June 30, 2006.
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Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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