PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 1138, 1216 PRINTER S NO. 1230

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 4 001"

| NTRODUCED BY LEMMOND, PI CCOLA, CONTI, KUKOVI CH, TARTAGLI ONE
GERLACH, MADI GAN, MUSTO, M WH TE, VENGER, BOSCOLA, THOMPSON
JUBELI RER, BRI GHTBI LL, DENT, WAUGH, GREENLEAF, MOVERY,
SCHWARTZ AND TI LGHVAN, JUNE 11, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, JUNE 19, 2001

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 30, 1995 (P.L.170, No.25), entitled "An
2 act providing for voter registration, for registration

3 comm ssions, for renedies and for absentee ballots; inposing
4 penal ti es; maki ng appropriations; and naki ng repeal s, "

5 further providing for definitions and for adm nistrative

6 powers and duties of the Departnent of State; further

7 provi ding for existing electors and for conm ssi ons;

8 providing for the Statew de Uniform Registry of Electors; and

9 further providing for qualifications to register, for voter

10 regi stration applications, for challenges AND for update of <—
11 regi stration records andfoer—physieal; AND PROVI DI NG FOR <—
12 di sability.

13 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

14 hereby enacts as foll ows:

15 Section 1. Section 102 of the act of June 30, 1995 (P.L.170,
16 No.25), known as the Pennsyl vania Voter Registration Act, is

17 anmended by adding definitions to read:

18 Section 102. Definitions.

19 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

20 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the

21 context clearly indicates otherw se:

22 "Applicant." An individual who applies to be registered to
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vote as provided for in this act.

* * %

"Ceneral register." The registration record of a county

containing at a mninumall information required on a

regi strati on application and a regi stration card for al

regi stered electors in the county.

* * %

"Reqgistrant." An elector who is reqistered to vote in

accordance with this act.

* * %

"Reqgi stration records." The general register, district

regi ster and any other record of registrati on of el ectors

mai ntai ned by a county. |If provided in requl ati ons pronul gat ed

under this act, the termshall also refer to any record

mai nt ai ned by the county on the Statew de Uni form Regi stry of

El ect ors.

"Statewi de Uni form Reqgi stry of Electors" or "SURE system"

The integrated voter regi strati on system contai ning a data base

of all electors in this Commonwealth established by this act.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 105. Exi sting el ectors.

Al electors registered to vote in this Conmbonweal th on the

effective date of this section who rennin qualified shal

continue to be reqi stered under this act.

Section 106. Admi nistration.

The departnment shall adm nister this act.

Section 3. Chapter 3 of the act is anmended by adding a
subchapt er heading to read:

SUBCHAPTER A

20010S0004B1230 - 2 -
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ADM NI STRATI VE PONERS AND DUTI ES

Section 4. Sections 301, 302 and 303(h) and (k) of the act
are anended to read:

Section 301. [Regulations.] Departnental responsibilities.

The [secretary shall pronmul gate regul ati ons necessary to
adm nister this act. The regul ations shall include, but not be

limted to, provisions which] departnent shall do all of the

fol | ow ng:

(1) Provide for applicants to submit their voter
regi stration application to the comm ssion, the Departnent of
Transportation and ot her agencies designated in section 525.

(2) Prescribe a procedure for the return of conpleted
voter registration applications fromthe Departnent of
Transportation, the Departnent of Public Welfare, arned
forces recruitnment centers, Ofices of the Cerk of O phan's
Court and all other offices under this act to the secretary
or the appropriate comm ssion.

(3) [Prescribe a procedure to conduct a study of the
t echnol ogi cal needs and ot her aspects of the devel opnent and
i npl enentation of a Statewi de central registry of registered
qual i fied voters, and the study shall be conpleted by July 1,

1996.] Develop and establish a Statew de Uniform Registry of

El ectors subject to the requirenents of section 321.

(4) Pronul gate regul ati ons necessary to adnmi nister this

act .
[ Section 302. Existing el ectors.

Al'l electors registered to vote in this Comonwealth on the
effective date of this act remain registered under this act, and
all electors registered for Federal elections shall, upon the

effective date of this act, becone registered for State and

20010S0004B1230 - 3 -
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| ocal el ections.]
Section 303. Conmi ssi ons.

* %

(h) Errors.--A conm ssion has the power to correct an error
or irregularity in registration and to cancel the registration
of an individual whomit finds to be inproperly registered,
subject only to this act. Witten notice nust be nmailed or
delivered to each individual whose registration is cancel ed.
Whenever a registered elector's nane is changed for any reason,

[the initial] that elector's registration nunber shall remain

the sane, and the file shall reflect the former nanme change to

t he new name. A conmi ssion shall pronptly update i nfornation

contained in its reqgistration records with regard to such errors

or irreqularities.

* * %

(k) Correction of errors.--

(1) A conmission [has the power to] shall correct its
records without requiring action of a registered elector in
any of the follow ng cases:

(1) If the mailing address of the registered el ector
has been changed by the renam ng of a street, the
renunbering of a house or the changing of a post office.

(ii) If the election district of the registered
el ector has been changed t hrough a change in the
boundaries of an election district.

(2) Notice of action under paragraph (1) shall be nail ed
pronptly to the affected regi stered el ector.

Section 5. Chapter 3 of the act is anmended by adding a

subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER B

20010S0004B1230 - 4 -
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STATEW DE UNI FORM REG STRY OF ELECTORS ( SURE)

Secti on 321. Legi sl ati ve i ntent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly that a Statew de

system of voter registration be established in this Commponweal t h

to insure the integrity and accuracy of voter reqi stration

records. All conmm ssions shall be linked electronically to a

data base containing infornmation pertaining to all reqi stered

electors in this Commpnweal th. The system shall be in a uniform

format and shall be conpatible, as far as practicable, with

current technol ogi es enpl oyed by the conm ssions with regard to

voter reqgistration. The systemshall, as far as practicabl e,

preserve the power of the conm ssions to nake determ nati ons as

to the qualifications of electors. Wien comm ssions fail to

performthe duties i nposed by this act, the departnent shall be

enpowered to enforce conpli ance.

Secti on 322. Est abl i shnent of SURE system

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall devel op and

i npl enent a Statewi de Uniform Registry of Electors contai ning a

data base of all reqgistered electors in this Commonweal th

(b)Y Advisory board. - -

(1) The secretary shall form an advi sory board to assi st

the departnment in determ ning and identifying the necessary

el enents and requi renents of the SURE system

(2) The secretary shall appoint nine directors of

el ecti ons, one from each class of counties, and shall appoint

three county conmmi ssioners, each froma different class of

counties froma list submtted by the County Conmi ssi oners

Associ ati on of Pennsyl vani a. The advi sory board shall al so be

conpri sed of four nenbers of the General Assenbly who have

been appointed to the Joint Select Conmmittee on El ecti on

20010S0004B1230 - 5 -
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Ref or m pursuant to House Resol ution 14 of 2001 as fol |l ows:

(i) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives, one

of whom shall be a nenber of the mnority party

reconmended by the Mnority Leader, appoi nted by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(ii) Two nenbers of the Senate, one of whom shall be

a nenber of the minority party reconmended by the

Mnority Leader, appointed by the President pro tenpore

of the Senate.

(3) On or before September—30 OCTOBER 15, 2001, the

secretary shall nmke a report of the recomendati ons of the

departnent with regard to the necessary el enents and

requi renents of the SURE system The report shall be

submtted to the State Governnment Conmittee of the Senate and

the State Governnent Conmittee of the House of

Representati ves. The recommendati ons shall include, but not

necessarily be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) requirenents for county participation in the

SURE system

(ii) access to the SURE system for revi ew and search

capabilities;

(iii) wuse of the SURE system as the general reqgister

of a county;

(iv) use of signatures or other forns of voter

regi stration identification;

(v) accuracy, security and protecti on of al

information in the SURE system and to ensure that

unaut hori zed entry is not all owed; and

(vi) usage and conpatibility of the various

equi pnent and technol ogi es currently possessed by the

20010S0004B1230 - 6 -
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counties.

Section 6. Sections 501, 523(c), 528(d), 529(d), 901(b),
902(a), 903, 904 and 905 of the act are anended to read:
Section 501. Qualifications to register.

(a) Eligibility.--A qualified elector who will be at | east
18 years of age on the day of the next election, who has been a
citizen of the United States for at |east one nonth prior to the
next election and who has resided in this Commonweal th and the
el ection district where the qualified elector offers to vote for
at | east 30 days prior to the next ensuing el ection and has not
been confined in a penal institution for a conviction of a
felony within the last five years shall be entitled to be
regi stered as provided in this chapter. If an individual is
qualified to vote in an election district prior to renoval of
residence, the individual may, if a resident of this
Commonweal th, vote in the election district fromwhich residence
was renoved within the 30 days preceding the el ection.

(b) Effect.--No individual shall be permitted to vote at any
el ection unless the individual is registered under this
subsection, except as provided by |aw or by order of a court of
common pleas. No registered elector shall be required to
regi ster again for any election while the elector continues to
reside at the sane address.

(c) Renpval of residence.--Except as otherw se provided by

this act, an elector who renoves the elector's residence to

anot her outside the elector's | ast election district shall not

be entitled to vote in the election district of the elector's

| ast resi dence except pursuant to the provisions of this section

and sections 901(b), 902 and 1902.

Section 523. Application with driver's |icense application.

20010S0004B1230 - 7 -
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* * %

(c) Transm ssion.--
(1) The Department of Transportation shall forward
conpl eted applications or contents of the conpleted voter

regi stration applications in nachine-readable format to the

departnent by the close of registration for the ensuing
el ection.

(2) The department shall transmit the material to the
appropriate conmi ssion within ten days after the date of its
recei pt by the Departnment of Transportation. If a voter
regi stration application is received by the Departnent of
Transportation within five days before the |last day to
regi ster before an election, the application shall be
transmtted to the appropriate comm ssion not later than five
days after the date of its receipt by the Departnent of
Transportation.

(3) Upon receipt of the conpleted voter registration
information fromthe departnent, the conmm ssion shall make a
record of the date of the receipt of the application and
process the application. No applicant shall be deened
eligible to vote until the conm ssion has received and
approved the application.

(4) Changes of address shall conply with the foll ow ng:

(i) The Department of Transportation shall notify
the secretary of changes of address received under
subsection (a)(3). The secretary shall notify the

commi ssion of the county of the registrant's prior

resi dence. Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), if

the regi strant has noved outside of the county, the

comm ssion shall forward the registrant's registration

20010S0004B1230 - 8 -
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card to the conmi ssion of the registrant's new county of
resi dence. Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), if
the regi strant has noved to an address within the

commi ssion's jurisdiction, the comm ssion shall update

the registration record of the registrant. Al changes of

address recei ved by the Departnent of Transportati on

under this section at | east 30 days before a prinary,

general or nunicipal el ection nmust be processed by the

commi ssion for the ensuing el ecti on.

(1i) In the case of changes of address received by
t he Departnent of Transportation which do not contain a
signature of the registrant, the comm ssion receiving the
change of address notification shall mail a notice to the
regi strant at the new residence address requesting
verification of the address change. [The verification
notice shall be in substantially the following form] If

the change of address is to a new resi dence outside the

commi ssion's jurisdiction, the conm ssion shall nmail the

foll ow ng noti ce:

O fice of the Registration Conmm ssion
.......... County, Pennsyl vani a
........ (Address and Tel ephone No. of County)
We have been notified by the Departnent of Transportation

that you recently [noved] changed your address from

................. (ol d residence address) to
............... (new resi dence address) and that this
change of address is to serve as a change of address for
voter registration purposes. Unless you notify this

office within ten days fromthe date of this notice that

20010S0004B1230 - 9 -
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this information is not correct, your voter registration
will be transferred to ........... County. You may notify
this office by [calling the tel ephone nunber appeari ng

on] witing your residence address, the date and your

signature on the bottomof this form[or by] and mailing

this notice to this office. You need not notify this
office if this information is correct.

Chief derk
If the address change is within the comm ssion's
jurisdiction, the county shall [notify the registrant

what precinct the new address is in using the foll ow ng

O fice of the Registration Comm ssion
............ County, Pennsyl vani a
.......... (Address and Tel ephone No. of County)
We have been notified by the Departnent of Transportation
that you recently nmoved from................. (old
resi dence address) to (new residence address) and that
this change of address is to serve as a change of address
for voter registration purposes. Unless you notify this
office within ten days fromthe date of this notice that
this information is not correct, your voter registration
will be transferred to ................ (new precinct) in
this county. You may notify this office by calling the
t el ephone nunber appearing on this formor by mailing
this notice to this office. You need not notify this

office if this infornmation is correct.

20010S0004B1230 - 10 -



1 Chief derk

2 Such notices nust be sent by first class nonforwardabl e
3 mai |, return postage guaranteed, and must be in a form
4 approved by the secretary and designed in such a nmanner
5 to allow the registrant to indicate that the address

6 change is incorrect, the reason why such di screpancy

7 exists and for return to the county conm ssion. Such

8 notice nust be signed by the registrant and dated.] mail
9 a voter's identification card to the registrant at the
10 new resi dence address.

11 (tit) If the registrant does not return the notice
12 under subparagraph (ii) within the ten-day period, the
13 commi ssion shall process the change of address according
14 to subparagraph (i). If the registrant notifies the

15 conmi ssion that the information is incorrect and the

16 comm ssion is satisfied with the registrant's expl anation
17 of the discrepancy, the address of the registrant's

18 regi stration shall remain unchanged. If the verification
19 notification or voter identification card is returned by
20 the post office as undeliverable as addressed or with a
21 forwardi ng address, the comm ssion shall [direct] send a
22 confirmation notice to the registrant's address of forner
23 resi dence in accordance with section 1901(d)(2).
24 (5) Upon notification and confirmation of any change of
25 address, a conmi ssion shall pronptly update infornation
26 contained in its registration record.
27 * %k
28 Section 528. Approval of registration applications.
29 * %k
30 (d) Disposition.--

20010S0004B1230 - 11 -
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(1) Wen the registration of an el ector has been
[finally] processed under subsection (b)(2), the conm ssion
shall transmit to the applicant by first class nonforwardable
mail a wallet-sized voter's identification card, which shal
serve as notice to the applicant of the disposition of the
application. The card shall contain all of the follow ng:

(i) Nane and address of the elector.

(ii) Name of nunicipality.

(ti1) Identification of elector's ward and district.

(iv) Effective date of registration.

(v) Designation of party enrollnment and date of
enrol | ment.

(vi) A space for the elector's signature or mark.

(vii) A statenent that the card relates only to the
time of issuance of the card and is not of itself

evi dence or proof of the qualifications of the elector to

vote at an election or proof of identification for

pur poses of applying for or receiving general assistance

and that it is not necessary to present the card when

voting. The statenents required by this subparagraph
shall be placed on the reverse side of the card from
where all of the other information required by this

par agr aph i s pl aced.

(viii) A statenent that the el ector nust notify the

conmmi ssion within ten days if any i nfornmation on the card

is incorrect; otherwise the informati on shall be deenmed

correct for voter reqi strati on purposes.

(2) The carrier envelope in which the identification
card is enclosed shall contain on the outside a request to

the postmaster to return it within five days if it cannot be

20010S0004B1230 - 12 -



delivered to the addressee at the address given.
(3) No registration application shall be deened to be
accepted until ten days after the voter's identification
card has been mailed. Upon return by the post office of
an identification card under paragraph (2) which the post
office is unable to deliver at the given address, the
commi ssion shall investigate. If the comm ssion finds
that the applicant is not qualified to register from such
address, the commi ssion shall reject the application of
the applicant and shall notify the applicant by first
class forwardable mail of this action.
(4) |If the applicant discloses that the elector’'s | ast

resi dence address upon registration was a | ocation within

anot her county, the comm ssion of the county of the elector's

new resi dence shall direct a cancellation notice to the

commi ssion of [that county] the county of the elector's | ast

residence. This cancellation notice shall be in a form

approved by the secretary in substantially the follow ng

form

O fice of the Registration Conmm ssion
................ County, Pennsyl vani a

Cancel l ati on of Previous Registration

NaImE ... , Whose date of
birthis ...... ... . ... .. .. . ... ... , has now registered
as an elector in........... ... ... .. ..... County,

Pennsyl vania. Qur records indicate that this registrant
was previously registered in the County of
............................. , Pennsylvania, at the

followng address ............ .. . ...

20010S0004B1230 - 13 -
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Chief derk

(5) Upon receipt of the notice in paragraph (4), the

commi ssion of the county of the elector's |ast residence

shall transfer a copy of the elector's cancel ed registration <—
| I . Y Y I ,
residence—and retailnarecordof the transfer—Fhe
. f ot ) hall I |

i nf . . L hei . . s
REG STRATI ON RECORD TO THE COWM SSI ON OF THE COUNTY OF THE <—

ELECTOR S NEW RESI DENCE AND RETAIN A RECORD OF THE TRANSFER

THE COWM SSI ONS OF BOTH COUNTI ES SHALL PROVPTLY UPDATE

| NFORVATI ON CONTAI NED I'N THEI R REG STRATI ON RECORDS.

Section 529. Chall enges.

(d) Resolution.--If the challenged individual establishes,
to the satisfaction of the commi ssion, the right to be
regi stered as required by this act, the challenged i ndividual

shall be registered. If the chall enged individual does not

establish to the satisfaction of the conm ssion the right to be

regi stered as provided in this act, the chall enged individual's

regi stration, if any, shall be cancel ed, and the comm ssi on

shall pronptly update informati on contained in its registrati on

records.

Section 901. Renoval notices.

* %k

(b) Use.--An elector who renoves residence fromone place to
anot her within the sane county must notify the conm ssion by
filing a renoval notice under subsection (a), or a signed

request for renewal that contains the information required in

20010S0004B1230 - 14 -
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subsection (a), with the comm ssion not |later than the
regi stration deadline before the election. If mailed, the notice
or request must be postnmarked not |ater than the deadline for
registration or, in the case of an illegible or m ssing
postmark, received within five days of the cl ose of
regi stration. The follow ng apply:
(1) An official registration application of an el ector
who has registered by mail qualifies as a renoval notice.
(2) An elector who renoves residence fromone place to
anot her within the sane county and who has not yet filed a
removal notice with the comm ssion shall be permtted to vote

[at the election next] once at the elector's fornmer polling

place following renoval if, at the time of signing THE
voter's certificate, the elector files with the judge of

el ection a signed renoval notice properly filled out. Renoval
noti ces under this paragraph shall be returned to the

commi ssion with the voting check list, and the conm ssion
shall proceed to transfer the registration of the electors

under section 902[.] and shall pronptly update infornmation

contained in its reqgistration records. An elector nmay vote in

the election district of the elector's forner resi dence no

nore than one tinme following the el ector's renoval

(3) A reqgistered el ector who renoves resi dence from one

county anot her county and who is not reqgistered to vote in

the new county of residence, shall be permtted to vote in

the election district in the forner county of residence if,

at the tine of signing the elector's certificate, the el ector

files with the judge of election a signed affirnmati on

declaring the elector's new resi dence. An elector nmay vote in

the election district of the elector's forner resi dence no

20010S0004B1230 - 15 -



1 nore than one tine followng the elector's renoval

2 Affirmati ons made under this paragraph shall be returned to
3 t he conmi ssion of the elector's fornmer county of residence

4 with the voting checklist, and that conm ssion shall proceed
5 to transfer the registration of the el ector under section

6 902. Upon receipt of the transfer notice, the conmi ssion of
7 the elector's new county of residence shall immediately

8 process the transfer of the elector in accordance with

9 section 528(d)(3). Both commi ssions shall pronptly update

10 information contained in their registration records.

11 Section 902. Transfer of registration.

12 (a) GCeneral rule.--Upon tinely receipt of notification of
13 renoval under section 901(b), the registration comm ssion shal
14 proceed as foll ows:

15 (1) The signature on the notification docunent shall be
16 conpared with the signature of the elector as it appears on
17 file with the comm ssion.

18 (2) |If the signature appears authentic, the comr ssion
19 shall enter the change of residence on the registration card
20 of the elector in the general register and district register
21 and shall transfer the registration card of the elector from
22 the district register of the election district of previous
23 residence to the district register of the election district
24 of new residence.
25 (3) If arequest for transfer which is determned to be
26 aut henti c under paragraph (2) shows a renpval within the
27 period of 30 days preceding an election, the com ssion,
28 after such election, shall enter the change of residence on
29 the registration card of the elector in the general register
30 and district register and shall transfer the registration

20010S0004B1230 - 16 -



1 card of the elector fromthe district register of the

2 el ection district of previous residence. The conm ssion shal
3 advi se the elector pronmptly in witing of its action.

4 (4) Wen a reqgistered elector has filed with a

5 conmi ssion a notice that the elector has noved fromthe

6 county to another county, if the signature appears authentic,
7 t he conmi ssion shall enter the change of residence on the

8 elector's registration records, cancel the registration of

9 the elector and notify the conmi ssion of the elector's new
10 county of residence to register the elector. Upon receipt of
11 the transfer notice, the conm ssion of the elector's new

12 county of residence shall inmmediately process the transfer of
13 the elector in accordance with section 528(d)(3).

14 (5) If a request for transfer which is deternined to be
15 aut henti c under paragraph (4) shows a renoval within the

16 peri od of 30 days preceding an election, the conmm ssion,

17 after such election, shall enter the change of residence on
18 the elector's registration records, cancel the registration
19 of the elector and notify the conmi ssion of the elector's new
20 county of residence to register the elector. Upon receipt of
21 the transfer notice, the conm ssion of the elector's new
22 county of residence shall inmmediately process the transfer of
23 the elector in accordance with section 528(d)(3).
24 (6) A conmission shall pronptly update infornmation
25 contained in its registration records.
26 * %k
27 Section 903. Change of enrollnent of political party.
28 By the deadline for registration, a registered voter who

29 desires to change the enrollnment of political designation or
30 who, although registered, has not previously enrolled as a

20010S0004B1230 - 17 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

menber of a party nay appear before a conm ssioner, registrar or
clerk or may submt an application by mail under section 524 and
state in a signed witing the political party in which the voter
desires to be enrolled. If the signature of the elector is
verified by conparison with the elector's signature as it
appears on file with the conm ssion, the comr ssioner, registrar
or clerk shall make the change in the general register and

district register. The conmi ssion shall also pronptly update the

i nformation contained in its reqgistration records. If supported

by ot her evidence of identity, a mark may be made in lieu of a
signature by an elector who is unable to wite. The mark nust be
made in the presence of a witness who nust sign the registration
appl i cation.

Section 904. [Physical disability.] Disability.

(a) Eligibility.--1f an elector by reason of blindness,

disability or inability to read or wite is unable to read the

nanmes on the ballot or on the voting machine | abels or is unable

to see or mark the ballot or operate the voting nmachine or to
enter the voting conpartnment or voting machi ne booth w t hout
assi stance, the follow ng apply:
(1) The elector may, at |east ten days prior to the next
el ection, personally nmake application to the conm ssion or a
registrar or a clerk.
(2) The application nust request the entry of the exact
nature of the disability on the elector's registration card.
(3) The conm ssion shall make the entry as appropriate.
(4) If the disability is not entered on the registration
card, the elector may receive assistance if the elector
conpl etes a declaration in the polling place.

(5) Following the election the comm ssi on shall exam ne
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decl arati ons conpl eted under this section and shall update

the elector's voter reqgistration card to reflect the need for

assi stance and the nature of the disability.

(b) Termnation.--1f the conmm ssion ascertains that an
el ector who has decl ared need for assistance is no longer in
need of assistance, it shall cancel on the registration card the
entry relating to illiteracy or [physical] disability which
aut hori zed assi stance. The conm ssion shall notify the el ector
by mail of its action.

Section 905. [Departnent of Health] Death of registrant.

(a) Departnent of Health.--The registration comm ssion shal

cancel the registration of a registered elector reported dead by
t he Departnent of Health. The Departnent of Health shall, within
60 days of receiving notice of the death of an individual 18

years of age or older, send the name and address of residence of

that individual to the comm ssion in a nmanner and on a form

prescri bed by the department. The conmi ssion shall pronptly

update informati on contained in its reqgi stration records.

(b)Y Oher sources.--A reqgistration conm ssion nmay al so

utilize published newspaper obituaries, letters testanentary or

letters of adm nistration i ssued by the office of the reqi strar

of wills to cancel and renpve the reqi stration of an el ector,

provi ded that such renovals are uni form nondi scrimnatory and

in conpliance with the Voting R ghts Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-

110, 42 U. S.C. 8§ 1973 et seq.). The comm ssion shall pronmptly

update informati on contained in its reqgi stration records.

(c) Corrections.--An individual incorrectly reported

deceased by the Department of Health or incorrectly renoved by

t he conm ssion for reason of death may appear in person before a

conmmi ssioner, registrar or clerk at the office of the conm ssion
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and prove identity. The comm ssion, upon such proof, shal

correct its registrati on records.

Section 7. The act is anmended by addi ng a—seetioen SECTI ONS <—
to read:

Secti on 1703. Power of departnent.

The departnment shall have the authority to take any acti ons

whi ch are necessary to ensure conpliance and parti ci pati on by

the counti es.

SECTION 1704. RELIEF. <—

IN THE EVENT THAT A COWM SSION FAILS TO ADHERE TO ANY

PROVISION OF TH S ACT, THE SECRETARY | S AUTHORI ZED TO SEEK

DECLARATORY_AND | NJUNCTI VE RELIEF_ I N COMVONVEALTH COURT.

Section 8. Sections 1901, 1902(b), 1903, 1904 and 1905(c) of
the act are anended to read:
Section 1901. Renoval of voters.
(a) Renoval of elector's registration record.--Conmm ssions
shall institute a programto protect the integrity of the
el ectoral process and to ensure the nmaintenance of accurate and
current voter registration records. The program shall be
uni form nondiscrimnatory and in conpliance with the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-110, 42 U S.C. § 1973 et
seq.). An elector's registration shall not be cancel ed except as
fol | ows:
(1) At the request of the elector.
(2) Upon the death of the el ector under section 905.
(3) Upon confirmation that the el ector has noved to a
resi dence outside the county.
(4) Under a voter renoval program as provided for under

subsection (b), and in conpliance with the National Voter

Regi strati on Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-31, 42 U.S.C. §
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1 197399 et seq.).

2 (b) Voter renoval program --

3 (1) The conmi ssion shall establish a programto identify
4 el ectors whose address may have changed by establishing one
5 of the follow ng prograns:

6 (1) National change of address. The secretary shal
7 establish by regulation a program whereby i nfornmation

8 supplied by the United States Postal Service through its
9 |icensees is used on a periodic basis, but not |ess than
10 once every cal endar year, to identify electors who nay
11 have changed addresses. The information shall be

12 incorporated in the [adm nistration of the Statew de

13 central registry] SURE system and shall be forwarded to
14 the comm ssions in a manner determ ned by the secretary
15 by regul ati on.

16 (A If it appears fromthe information provided
17 through the United States Postal Service that an

18 el ector has noved to a different residence address
19 within the sane county as the elector is currently
20 regi stered, the conm ssion shall change the
21 regi stration records to show t he new address and
22 shall send the elector, to the address recorded on
23 the elector's registration, a notice of the change of
24 address by forwardable mail and a postage prepaid,
25 preaddressed return form by which the el ector may
26 verify or correct the address information
27 (B) If it appears fromthe information provided
28 through the United States Postal Service that an
29 el ector has noved to a different residence address
30 out side the county, the commi ssion shall use the
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1 noti ce procedure described in clause (A).

2 (ii) Confirmation mailing:

3 (A) A conmission nmay establish a program by

4 sending a direct, nonforwardable first class "return
5 i f undeliverable - address correction requested"”

6 mailing to all registered electors in the county.

7 (B) If this programis established, the

8 conmm ssion shall use the notice procedure descri bed
9 i n subparagraph (i)(A) for any el ector whose mailing
10 is returned undeliverable.

11 (2) In conjunction with and not as an alternative to a
12 program est abl i shed under paragraph (1), a canvass nmay be

13 used as foll ows:

14 (1) The registration conm ssion nay, by

15 conmi ssioners or by inspectors of registration, verify
16 the registration in an election district by visiting the
17 buil ding fromwhich an elector is registered and ot her
18 bui | di ngs as the comm ssi on deens necessary.

19 (i1i) The comm ssion shall nake a record of the name
20 and address of each registered elector who is found not
21 to reside at the regi stered address or who for any other
22 reason appears to be not qualified to vote in the
23 regi stered election district.
24 (ti1) The comm ssion shall |eave at the address of
25 each person referred to in subparagraph (ii) a notice
26 requiring himto comunicate with the comm ssion on or
27 before a date which the comm ssion shall designate, and
28 whi ch shall be not | ess than seven days and not nore than
29 15 days fromthe date of the notice and in any case not
30 | ater than the 15th day preceding the el ection next
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ensui ng, and satisfy the conm ssion of his qualifications

as an el ector. The comm ssion shall cause a confirmation

of each such notice to be sent by mail pronptly to such
person at the address fromwhich he is registered. The
envel ope containing such information is to be plainly
marked that it is not to be forwarded. At the expiration
of the time specified in the notice, the comm ssion shal
cancel the registration of such person who has not

comuni cated with the comm ssion and proved his

qualifications as an el ector.

(iv) To facilitate the canvass under this section,

t he conmm ssion may, when necessary, appoint speci al

i nspectors of registration, in nunber not exceedi ng

doubl e the nunber of election districts being canvassed.

(v) Special inspectors must be qualified electors of
the county. They shall be appointed without reference to
residence in election districts or to political
affiliations or beliefs. The conmm ssion shall instruct
special inspectors in their duties. Special inspectors
have the powers conferred by this act upon inspectors of
regi stration.

(3) In conjunction with and not as an alternative to a
program est abl i shed under paragraph (1), the comr ssion shal
send a notice pursuant to subsection (d) to any el ector who
has not voted nor appeared to vote during the period
begi nning five years before the date of the notice and endi ng
on the date of the notice and for whomthe board of elections
did not during that period in any other way receive any
information that the voter still resides in the registered

election district.
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(4) Conmi ssions shall conplete, not later than 90 days
before each primary, at |east once per year the voter renova

progranms under this section[.], and shall pronptly update

informati on contained in its reqgistration records. This

par agr aph shall not be construed to preclude any of the
fol | ow ng:
(i) Cancellation of an elector's registration as
provi ded for under subsection (a)(1l) or (2).
(ii) Correction of registration records in
accordance with this act.
(c) Identification of inactive voters.--A conmm ssion shal

mar k an on the registration card of each el ector who has
been mailed a formunder subsection (b)(1) or (3) and has failed
to respond, which shall be included with all other registration
cards for that polling site and |ocated at the individual's
polling site on the day of the election.

(d) Cancellation of registration.--

(1) A conmission shall not cancel the registration of an
el ector on the ground that the el ector has changed residence
unl ess any of the follow ng apply:

(i) The elector confirms in witing that the el ector
has changed residence to a |ocation outside the county in
whi ch the el ector is registered.

(1i) The elector:

(A) has failed to respond to a notice described
in paragraph (2); and

(B) has not voted nor appeared to vote and, if
necessary, corrected the comm ssion's record of the

el ector's address, in an election during the period

begi nning on the date of the notice and ending on the
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day after the date of the second general election for
Federal office that occurs after the date of the
noti ce.

(2) A notice, as required in paragraph (1)(ii), is
acceptable if it is a postage prepaid and preaddressed return
card, sent by forwardable mail, on which the el ector may
state the elector's current address, if it contains a notice
as foll ows:

(i) The notice nust state all of the foll ow ng:

(A) If the elector did not change residence or
changed residence but still resides in the county,
the elector nust return the card not |ater than 30
days prior to the next election. If the card is not
returned, affirmation or confirmation of the
el ector's address nmay be required before the el ector
is permtted to vote in an election during the period
begi nning on the date of the notice and ending on the
day after the date of the second general election for
Federal office that occurs after the date of the
notice. If the elector does not vote in an election
during that period, the elector's registration shal
be cancel ed.

(B) If the elector has changed residence to a
pl ace outside the county in which the elector is
regi stered, information shall be provided concerning
how the el ector can register in the new county of
resi dence.

(i1i) The notice nust state the date of the notice,
the date of the next election and the date of the second

general election for Federal office occurring after the
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date of the notice.
(3) The conm ssion shall correct registration records in
accordance with change of residence information obtained in

conformance with this subsection. The conm ssion shall al so

pronptly update its reqgi stration records.

Section 1902. Procedure for voting following failure to return
notification card.

* %

(b) Different county.--An el ector who has noved from one
county to another county and who has failed to notify the
commi ssion of the change of address prior to the date of the
el ection shall be permtted to correct the voting records and
vote at the elector's former polling place upon witten
affirmation by the el ector of the new address before an el ection

official at the former polling place. Upon receipt of the

witten affirnmation, the conm ssion shall foll ow the procedures

in this act for change of address to a new county and shal

update informati on contained in its reqgi stration records.

Section 1903. Incorrect records.
If registration records incorrectly indicate that an el ector
has noved from an address in the area covered by a polling
pl ace, the elector shall, upon witten affirmati on before an
el ection official at that polling place, be permtted to vote at

that polling place. Upon receipt of the witten affirmation, the

commi ssi on shall pronptly update i nfornation contained in its

regi strati on records.

Section 1904. Files.
(a) Cancellation.--If the registration of an elector is
cancel ed, the registration comm ssion shall mark on the

regi stration cards of the elector the word "cancel ed" and the
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date and cause of cancellation. The conmi ssion shall renpve the
card fromthe general register and the district register.

Renoved cards shall be retained for five years. The conm ssion

shall pronptly update informati on contained in its registrati on

records.

(b) Nonessential records.--Records which are not essenti al
for maintaining the current status of a qualified elector may be
destroyed by the comm ssion three years fromthe date the
conmi ssi on marks them as nonessenti al .

Section 1905. Errors in cancellation.

* %k

(c) Action.--

(1) The conm ssion shall hold a hearing on the petition.
(2) If the comm ssion finds that there was an error, the
commi ssion shall reinstate the registration and shal

pronptly update informati on contained in its reqgistrati on

records.

Section 9. The secretary shall establish and convene the
advi sory comm ttee provided for in section 322(b) of the act as
soon as practicable follow ng enactnment of this act. The
plerentation DEVELOPMENT of the Statew de Uniform Registry of <—
El ectors shall begin i nmediately upon enactnent of |egislation
providing for the requirenents and el enents of the Statew de

Uni form Regi stry of El ectors.

Section 10. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

rediatelby—

shatt—take—ettect—tmredateby—
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3 I  nd f thi hal | I ‘g .
days—

(1) THE AVENDMVENT OR ADDI TI ON OF SECTIONS 106, 523(C)(4) <—
AND 1703 OF THE ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS.

(2) THE REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT

o 0o B~ W N

| MVEDI ATELY.
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