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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 745 %%

I NTRODUCED BY MANN, FLICK, MELI O CALTAG RONE, SANTONI, O BRI EN,
KENNEY, SCAVELLO, BROME, FORCIER, HARHART, DALLY, CRUZ
YOUNGBLOOD, LEDERER, KELLER, MCGEEHAN, MANDERI NO, YUDI CHAK
STURLA, STEELMAN, CURRY, M COZZIE, ADCLPH, ClIVERA AND BARRAR
NOVEMBER 26, 2002

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
NOVEMBER 26, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Secretary of Public Wl fare and the Governor to
rescind i nplenmentation of the draft Medical Assistance

Bul letin for prior authorization of COX-2 inhibitors

scheduled to go into effect on January 6, 2003.

WHEREAS, There is great concern anong arthritis sufferers
regarding a draft Medical Assistance Bulletin scheduled to go
into effect on January 6, 2003, which if issued by the Secretary
of Public Welfare would i npose severe restrictions on access to
first-1ine nedications used in the treatnent of osteoarthritis,
rheumatoid arthritis and pain in the fee-for-service Mdicaid
program and

WHEREAS, According to the Arthritis Foundation and the
National Institutes of Health, arthritis is a painful and
physically debilitating chronic disease that affects one of
every three Pennsyl vani ans; and

WHEREAS, Individuals with arthritis need access to

conprehensive health care that includes the so-called COX-2
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i nhi bi tor nedications; and

WHEREAS, The new generation of COX-2 inhibitor nedications
was devel oped to treat the pain of arthritis w thout the
gastrointestinal conplications, such as ulcers and bl eedi ng,
associated with ol der medicines such as ibuprofen; and

VWHEREAS, At |east 16,000 osteoarthritis and rheurmatoid
arthritis patients die in the United States each year due to
causes related to nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs);
and

WHEREAS, |n Pennsylvania, 254 patients died in 2000 from
NSAI Ds bl eeding, at a cost of nore than $4.3 nillion; and

VHEREAS, The draft Medical Assistance Bulletin would force
physicians to try nonsel ective NSAI Ds before a COX-2 inhibitor
medi cation for patients who are under 70 years of age; and

VHEREAS, The draft Medical Assistance Bulletin is in direct
conflict with the 2002 guidelines for treating osteoarthritis,
rheumatoid arthritis and persistent pain fromthe Anerican
Col | ege of Rheumat ol ogy, Anmerican Geriatric Society and the
Ameri can Pain Society; and

WHEREAS, No exceptions are granted under the draft Medi cal
Assi stance Bulletin for patients with previous history of
gastrointestinal upset from ol der NSAIDs or previous history of
gastroi ntestinal bl eeding; and

VWHEREAS, The draft Medical Assistance Bulletin fails to
provi de a grandfather provision for existing patients who are
stabl e using COX-2 inhibitor medications; and

VHEREAS, The draft Medical Assistance Bulletin |acks
consi stency with COX-2 inhibitor guidelines used in other
commerci al health plans; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid prograns in about half of the other states
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pl ace no restrictions on the use of COX-2 inhibitor nedications
because of the recognized superior safety profile of those
medi cati ons; and
WHEREAS, Wil e the goal of the draft Medical Assistance
Bul letin may be to reduce drug costs in the Medicaid program
the provisions with respect to COX-2 inhibitor medications may
not reduce total Medicaid costs and, as suggested by the
evidence, may |lead to the opposite result; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Secretary of Public Welfare and the Governor to rescind
i npl enentation of the draft Medical Assistance Bulletin for
prior authorization of COX-2 inhibitors scheduled to go into

effect on January 6, 2003.
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