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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 722 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, BELFANTI, CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, DeLUCA,
D. EVANS, FICHTER, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI
HERSHEY, HORSEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N
LESCOVI TZ, LEVDANSKY, MCALL, MGEEHAN, MNAUGHTON, MELI G
MUNDY, MYERS, PISTELLA, RUBLEY, SCHULER, SHANER, STABACK,
STURLA, SURRA, THOMVAS, Tl GUE, WANSACZ, J. W LLI AMS5,
WOINARGCSKI ,  YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, OCTOBER 23, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
OCTOBER 23, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the President and the Congress of the United

States to take action to increase Medicare benefits and curb

Medi care insurance rates.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania's senior citizens are facing numerous
chal l enges that could threaten their ability to receive
accessi bl e and affordable health care; and

WHEREAS, Sone insurance conpanies that offer Medicare
suppl enental coverage in Pennsylvani a have announced rate
i ncreases for senior citizens as high as 200% starting January
1, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Many i nsurance conpani es have al ready dropped
Medi care suppl enental coverage, leaving mllions of seniors in
Pennsylvania with limted or no options for costs not covered by

Medi care; and

WHEREAS, The Bush admi nistration is proposing deep reductions
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in Medicare rei nmbursenents for a wide range of drugs and nedi ca
devi ces necessary to treat senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania continues to pay for prescription
coverage for many senior citizens through the Pharmaceuti cal
Assi stance Contract for the Elderly (PACE) programthat could be
covered by Federal dollars if the Federal Governnment woul d enact
prescription coverage through Medicare; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania is significantly concerned about these upcom ng
chal l enges to senior health care in this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is troubled about the
potenti al adverse inpact of these changes on senior citizens and
our health care delivery systens in urban, rural and suburban
areas; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the President and the
Pennsyl vani a congressi onal del egation not to pernmit the
substantial cuts in Medicare reinbursenments to Pennsylvania's
health care providers as proposed by the Bush adm ni strati on;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives call on the
Presi dent and the Congress of the United States to take the |ead
in curbing rapidly rising Medicare insurance rates for our
senior citizens; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
President and the Congress to deternine a way to offer nore
options to supplement Medicare in rural, urban and suburban
regions of this Conmmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize the

Presi dent and the Congress to add prescription drug coverage to
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Medi care to assist this Conmonwealth in its efforts to aid
seniors through its PACE program and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, the presiding officers of

each house of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from
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Pennsyl vani a.
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