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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 608 %%

| NTRODUCED BY COLEMAN, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG, M BAKER, BARRAR
BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI, BENNI NGHOFF, BI SHOP, BUNT,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COSTA, CREI GHTON, DeWEESE, J. EVANS,
FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FICHTER, GABI G CElI ST, GECRCGE, HARHAI,
HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSON, JOSEPHS, KAl SER, KELLER, LEDERER
MANDERI NO, Mc@ LL, Ml LHATTAN, PETRARCA, PI CKETT, PI PPY,
READSHAW SATHER, SHANER, SOLOBAY, R STEVENSON, TI GUE
TURZAI, WATSON, WOINAROSKI, ZUG AND ALLEN, JUNE 12, 2002

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 12, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Commenorating the 104th anniversary of Philippine i ndependence
from Spai n.

WHEREAS, On May 1, 1898, the Anerican forces commanded by
Commodore George Dewey with flagship USS O ynpi a destroyed the
Spani sh Armada under Admiral Patricio Montojo in the battle of
Manila Bay in the Philippines; and

WHEREAS, The Filipinos had revolted agai nst Spain's harsh
repression since Spain colonized the Philippines in 1521; and

WHEREAS, Wth joint Philippine-Arerican arnms cornering the
Spaniards in Manila and the flag of Spain being | owered, the
Phi |'i ppi nes decl ared i ndependence from Spain on June 12, 1898,
after 377 years of colonial rule; and

WHEREAS, |n August 1898, Anerica clained possession of the

Phi li ppines to pursue Manifest Destiny, the 19th century vision
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of American expansionism and the Philippine Conmonweal th was
born; and

WHEREAS, On July 26, 1941, during World War |1, President
Franklin Del ano Roosevelt issued a mlitary order calling al
menbers of the Philippine Cormonwealth Arny into the service of
the United States Arnmed Forces of the Far East and violently
deni ed t he Japanese plan of expansionism and

WHEREAS, Phili ppi ne-American troops again fought side by side
and later suffered in Bataan and Corregi dor and the infanobus
Deat h March; and

WHEREAS, On July 4, 1946, United States H gh Comm ssi oner
Paul V. McNutt, on behalf of President Harry S. Trunman,
procl ai med the i ndependence of the Philippines and fulfilled the
Anmeri can policy of independence provided by the Tydi ngs-MDuffie
Law of 1934; and

WHEREAS, Anerican denocrati zation of the Philippines
furthered native Philippine denocratic instincts through those
tested Anerican denocratic principles which had been crafted in
this Commonweal th i n Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, Anericans of Philippine ancestry have contributed so
much in the devel opnment of our nation; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is honme to 20,000 Filipino Anericans,
and our nation now has alnost 2 mllion Filipino Arericans who
continuously maintain their rich cultural heritage; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is also honme to the Pearl S. Buck
Foundati on founded by Nobel and Pulitzer prize-w nning author
Pear| Buck, who successfully intervened in the devel opnental and
educati onal progress of 26,000 Anerasian children, npbst of whom
were fromthe Philippines; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives extend its
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speci al congratul ations to Anericans of Philippine ancestry on
t he occasi on of the 104th anniversary of the Philippine

i ndependence from Spain declared on June 12, 1898, and
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commenor at e Phili ppi ne-American friendship.
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