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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. D75 %"

| NTRODUCED BY SOLOBAY, M BAKER, BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI
BROCKS, BUTKOVI TZ, CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, COLENAN, CORRI GAN,
COSTA, COY, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, DERMODY, DeWEESE,
DONATUCCI, D. EVANS, J. EVANS, FAIRCH LD, FICHTER, FORClIER
FRANKEL, GABI G CElI ST, CEORGE, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART,
HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSQON, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KELLER
LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ, MANDERI NO, MARSI CO, M@ LL,
MeNAUGHTON, MELI O, PALLONE, PETRARCA, PIPPY, PISTELLA,
READSHAW ROBERTS, ROONEY, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCHRODER,
SHANER, B. SM TH, STABACK, SURRA, Tl GUE, WALKO, WANSACZ,
WASHI NGTON, WATERS, J. W LLI AMS, WOINARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD,
MAY 6, 2002

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 6, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Honoring the Borough of Cokeburg, Washington County, on its
100t h anni versary.

WHEREAS, The Borough of Cokeburg, previously known as
Richard's Vall ey and Shaft Four, was established in 1902 when
Chi cago busi nessnman Janmes W El Il sworth purchased 283 acres of
| and that becane the site of a coal-m ning devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, It was only one of nany deep-m ni ng operations which
began to dot the hills of western Pennsylvania as a result of
the demand for nore coal to satisfy foreign markets and fuel the
Pittsburgh Steel mlls; and

WHEREAS, The coal fields opened doors of opportunity,

starting an influx of European inmgrants who brought their
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culture and religion to the nelting pot of western Pennsyl vani a;
and

WHEREAS, These imm grant mners worked in highly dangerous
conditions and were assigned by nationality to houses for which
they paid $2.85 a nonth in rent; and

WHEREAS, Begi nning in 1900, two mne shafts were constructed,
along with a string of 100 beehive coke ovens for which Cokeburg
was naned; and

WHEREAS, The first coal produced in Cokeburg in 1902 was
processed into coke and shi pped out by rail; and

WHEREAS, European experts tested the area's coal and
proclained it to be anong the richest they had ever seen; and

WHEREAS, Today, while the coke ovens have since di sappeared,
many fam |ies, homes and buil dings remain, preserving the
hi story of the borough; and

WHEREAS, In addition to its nmany econom c, social,
recreational and cultural attributes, Cokeburg continues to be a
hi storical treasure in this Commonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives congratul ate the
Bor ough of Cokeburg on the 100th anniversary of its
i ncorporation and honor the borough on its outstanding
contributions to the coal-mning industry in this Comobnweal th

and beyond.
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