PRINTER S No. 3094

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 383 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DelLUCA, CRUZ, CURRY, DERMODY, DI VEN, D. EVANS,
GECORCE, HERSHEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, LEVDANSKY, M GEEHAN, MELIQ
MUNDY, ROEBUCK, ROONEY, SATHER, SHANER, STABACK,
E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE, WALKO, WASHI NGTON, WOINARCSKI, G WRI GHT
AND YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 13, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
DECEMBER 13, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorial i zing Congress to enact legislation to reregul ate the
cabl e industry.

WHEREAS, The Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996 was intended to
provi de an atnosphere in which conpetition would bring about
rate decreases for cable subscribers; and

WHEREAS, Since 1999, millions of cable subscribers have
experienced rate increases in excess of 20% nore than four
times the rate of inflation; and

WHEREAS, Cabl e rates have increased repeatedly, often severa
times within one year, and have beconme burdensonme for consuners,
particularly those on fixed inconmes; and

WHEREAS, Decreased oversight of the cable industry has led to
unfettered rate increases, forcing consuners to pay rapidly
i ncreasing prices; and

WHEREAS, Local governments no | onger have jurisdiction over

the rates their residents pay for cable service; and



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

WHEREAS, The Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996 has not provided
consuners with adequate protection fromspiraling cable rates
and has renoved the ability of consuners to contact their | ocal
officials to seek recourse; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the Congress of the
United States to conduct an investigation into the rising costs
of cabl e subscriptions for househol d consunmers; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a nmenorialize Congress to pass
| egislation to reregul ate the cable industry insofar as
providing price controls on cable rates and allow ng for | ocal
government oversight with respect to rates and requested rate
i ncreases; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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