PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2929

PRINTER S NO. 2984

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION

No. 366 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY CORNELL, S. H SM TH, VANCE AND E. Z. TAYLOR
NOVEMBER 20, 2001

AS ANVENDED,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, DECEMBER 3, 2001
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Bireeting URGA NG t he boards of directors of the regiona
bi ot echnol ogy research centers to i i
G VE PRI ORI TY CONSI DERATI ON TO | NVESTMENTS AND BUSI NESS
STRATEGQ ES THAT FACI LI TATE the creation and enhancenent of

resear ch

and devel opnment of commercially useful products or

intellectual property to mtigate biological agents or

t oxi ns.

VWHEREAS

Addi tional steps nust be taken to better prepare

Pennsyl vania and the United States to respond to potenti al

bi oterrori smattacks; and

VWHEREAS

The threat of a biological attack, while still

remote, is increasing for a variety of reasons; and

VWHEREAS
DEVELOPMENT
VWHEREAS
NATI ON W LL
DEVELOPMENT
VWHEREAS
devel opnent

VWHEREAS

Coordi nation of bioterrorismresearch and respoense
nmust be inproved; and

THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF ALL PENNSYLVANI ANS AND THE
BE | MPROVED THROUGH A MORE COORDI NATED RESEARCH AND
EFFORT FOR Bl OTERRORI SM RESPONSE PRODUCTS; AND
Pennsyl vani a conpani es are national |eaders in the
of new vacci nes and treatnents; and

The CGeneral Assenbly has established a funding
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formul a for regional biotechnol ogy research centers under the
act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), known as the Tobacco
Settl enent Act; and
VWHEREAS, THE GUI DI NG PRI NCI PLES OF THE TOBACCO SETTLEMENT ACT <—
ARE TO ENSURE THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF ALL PENNSYLVAN ANS; AND
VWHEREAS, SI NCE Bl OTERRORI SM | S A PUBLI C HEALTH CONCERN | N
TH S COMVONWEALTH, THE DEVELOPMENT OF Bl OTERRORI SM RESPONSE
PRCODUCTS SHOULD BE G VEN EVERY CONSI DERATI ON AND PRI ORI TY; AND
WHEREAS, Regi onal bi ot echnol ogy research centers are in a
uni que position to attract venture capital for the devel opnent
of high-quality and commercially useful products or intellectual
property to conbat bioterrorism and
WHEREAS, The board of directors of each regional
bi ot echnol ogy research center is to establish research
priorities and be evaluated annually by the Departnment of Health
and the Departnent of Community and Econom c Devel opnent; and
WHEREAS, A top priority for biotechnol ogy research and
devel opnment is providing bioterrorismresponse products and
procedures for citizens of this Commonweal th; therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
di-reet-the regional-—biotechnology research centers-to nake-a <—
— I bl : bi . hoff ;
URGE REGQ ONAL BI OTECHNOLOGY CENTERS TO G VE PRIORI TY <—

CONSI DERATI ON TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF BUSI NESS PLANS,
I NVESTMENTS AND BUSI NESS STRATEQ ES THAT FACI LI TATE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF Bl OTERRORI SM RESPONSE PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGQ ES;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the centers prioritize their funding fromthe
Commonweal th and from other sources to further this end; and be

it further
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1 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

2 the board of directors of each regional biotechnol ogy research
3 center operating in this Commonweal th through the provision of
4

t obacco settl enent funds.
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