PRINTER S N0 1910

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 220 %5

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLI AMS, BELFANTI, BEBKO- JONES, CALTAG RONE,
COLAFELLA, CURRY, DALEY, DERMODY, FRANKEL, FREENVAN, HARHAI,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, MACKERETH, MANDERI NO,
MANN, Ml LHATTAN, MeELI O METCALFE, S. M LLER, NAILOR
PALLONE, PI STELLA, ROEBUCK, RUBLEY, SHANER, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, STEELMAN, T. STEVENSON, STURLA, THOVAS, TI GUE,
WALKO, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, WATSON, J. W LLI AMS5, W0OJNARGCSKI
AND YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 9, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 9, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Committee on Education to exam ne and study
matters relating to the participation of students with
disabilities in the Pennsylvania System of School Assessnent

(PSSA) and the Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessnent

(PASA); and providing for its powers and duti es.

VWHEREAS, The 1997 anendnents to the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act require that students with
disabilities be included in Statew de assessnment progranms, with
appropri ate acconmodati ons where necessary; and

WHEREAS, The Federal |aw requires the Pennsyl vani a Depart nent
of Education to devel op guidelines for the participation of
students with disabilities in alternate assessnments; and

WHEREAS, The Departnment of Education has inplenented the
Pennsyl vani a Alternate System of Assessnment (PASA), which

nmeasures the knowl edge and skills of children with significant

cognitive disabilities for whomthe Pennsylvani a System of
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School Assessnent (PSSA) is not appropriate; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Education has established criteria
for school districts in determning participation of students
with disabilities in State assessnents; and

WHEREAS, All students are required to participate in the PSSA
or the PASA; and

WHEREAS, As the PSSA has increasingly becone a high-stakes
test in which districts earn performance funding grants or are
desi gnat ed enpowerment districts based on student perfornance,
it is inperative to review State policies along with the
experiences of school adm nistrators, teachers and parents of
students with disabilities who have taken the State assessnent
tests; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Conmittee on Education of the House of
Representati ves exam ne and study all matters related to
students with disabilities and their participation in the PSSA
or the PASA; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Committee on Education hold hearings for
t he purpose of taking testinony; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Committee on Education report its findings
and recomrendations to the whol e House of Representatives by

November 1, 2001.
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