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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 107 %5

| NTRODUCED BY WLT, M COHEN, JAMES, LAUGHLI N, PI STELLA,
READSHAW ROSS, SHANER, THOVAS AND Tl GUE, MARCH 20, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 20, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON
Calling for a cost and services study of the county juvenile
probati on system by the Legi sl ative Budget and Fi nance

Conmittee.

WHEREAS, County juvenile probation departnments fill a
critical need in this Cormonwealth's crimnal justice system
and

WHEREAS, County juvenil e probation departnents provide
speci al i zed services and prograns to the county courts,

i ncludi ng i ntake services, preadjudication and postadj udi cation
i nvestigations, court processing for all delinquency cases,
subm tting recomrendations for disposition of cases,

coordi nation and inplenmentation of drug and al cohol, nental
health and fam |y counseling services and supervi sion of
juvenile offenders, including intensive and aftercare

supervi sion, house arrest with electronic nonitoring, conmunity
service and devel opnent of placenent and treatnment plans; and

WHEREAS, Juvenile probation officers follow guidelines set

forth under bal anced and restorative justice principles,
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conpet ency devel opnent, accountability and comrunity protection
along with victins' rights and needs; and

WHEREAS, Juvenile probation officers have a vital role in
responding to and preventing acts of delinquency while dealing
wi th delinquents, their famlies and victins regarding the
i npact of crimnal behavior and working towards better
citizenship; and

WHEREAS, Additional juvenile probation officers have been
enpl oyed to neet the increased demands of the system w th many
of ficers being hired for specialized positions and services; and

WHEREAS, Sone specialized positions have been filled through
State grants fromthe Juvenile Court Judges' Conm ssion and the
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency; and

WHEREAS, County juvenile probation officers have, at m ni num
a bachel or's degree requirenent, but the average starting salary
remai ns far below that of the Pennsylvania State Police, State
parol e agents and sone |ocal |aw enforcenent agencies; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives call for the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Finance Conmittee to study the county
juvenil e probation systemand specifically to nake
recommendat i ons establishing salary |evels and rel ated county
costs to deternmine the inpact on the quality and | evel of
program services offered through the county juvenile probation

system
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